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2 Corinthians 4:16–18 

16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the 

inward man is being renewed day by day.  

17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

18  while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 

seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen 

are eternal. 

 

What Really Matters 

2 Corinthians 4:16–18 

 

INTRO: 

 

 In 2002 God interrupted my life with a word from the Creator. It was a life changing 

event. The major thing I learned was to invest my life in the things that matter. Here in  

2 Corinthians 4:16-18, the Apostle Paul explains to us what really matters. It matters 

not just for time. Rather it matters for all eternity. The things that matter are three. 

    I. God’s plan for this life (verse 16) 

  II. God’s Promise for the Life to Come (Verse 17) 

III. How Shall We then Live? (verse 18) 

 

I. God’s plan for this life (verse 16) 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16    “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 

man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day” 

 

A. Remember where we have been. We are called to do a job we cannot do by 

ourselves. We learned in Chapter two that no one is sufficient for this task. In 

Chapter three, Paul asserted,  

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,”  (2 Corinthians 3:5) 

Finally, as he described the nature and difficulties of the ministry, Paul wrote in 4:7,  

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 

may be of God and not of us.” 

 

B. He then told us how difficult ministry can be. If this is what ministry is, why does 

Paul continue to do it? He does not quit because he recognized God’s priorities for 

this present age. There are two parts to this plan. 
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1. First the outward man is perishing. When Adam and Eve sinned it was with the 

promise from God that in the day in which they sinned they would die. They did 

not immediately die, but death began to work in their body. 

 

2. While everyone is in the first part of the verse, hopefully all of us who belong to 

the Lord find ourselves in the second part. The inward person is renewed every 

day. Who is this inner person? We get a glimpse of who this inner person is in 

Ephesians 3:16.  

“That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner person.”  

The inner person is where you have your relationship with Jesus Christ. Is that 

relationship being renewed every day? The Greek word here means to make 

new. Kittle describes it as, “That which is new in nature, different from the usual, 

impressive, better than the old, superior in value or attraction.” Our relationship with 

Christ should be new and growing and superior to what it was the day before. 

 

II. God’s Promise for the Life to Come (Verse 17) 

 

v.17    “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 

 

A. One reason Paul did not lose heart was his knowledge and acceptance of God’s 

plan for his present life. The second reason he did not lose heart and quit was the 

light eternity shined on his life.  

v.17    “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,  

The unseen eternal realities changed everything in his mind. 

 

B. First, it made my view of my present sufferings different. Paul’s sufferings were 

real and overwhelming when viewed from a present perspective. The general 

descriptions of this chapter are fleshed out in chapter eleven. Paul’s sufferings not 

seen from a comparison with eternity are burdensome and enduring. But compared 

to the time of blessing ahead, they are insignificant and momentary. 

 

C. Second, because God will reward suffering for His sake with glory. It is important 

that Paul is NOT saying that we earn merit with God by suffering. We do not suffer 

for Christ’s sake by seeking the suffering. He is saying as you minister in obedience 

to the Lord Christ, it is inevitable we will endure suffering, some more than others. 

Our God is not indifferent to our suffering. He established that the result of suffering 

is glory? 
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D. What is this glory? I do not know, but it is certain we shall receive it if we simply 

walk in obedience to Him. Do you remember Romans 8:18?  

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  

Paul told us when that glory shall be revealed. 

Romans 8:20-21    “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be 

delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 

of God.”  

E. How great will this glory be? It will be Eternal, it cannot fade away. It will also be 

great exceedingly beyond description. Literally the Greek says, “hyperbole into 

hyperbole.” It is far beyond description and even far beyond that. 

 

III. How Shall We then Live? (verse 18) 

 

v.18    “While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which 

are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which 

are not seen are eternal.”  

 

A. Paul did not quit because he realized God’s plan for this present life. He also did 

not quit because he knew God’ plan for the future. Finally, He did not quit because 

he kept his eyes anchored on the unseen reality. 

 

B. Paul knew these things were true in verses16-17, because he was focused on a 

reality that cannot be seen with the eyes of our flesh. The point is that some live their 

lives concerned with only the things their physical senses tell them. In Romans 8:5 

Paul drew a contrast between those in the flesh (unbelievers) and those in the Spirit 

(believers).  

"For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 

flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.”  

 

C. Instead of living our lives looking only at the things we can see with the naked 

eye. We need to be looking far off to the realities that we cannot see except through 

the eyes of faith, things that never pass away.  

Hebrews 12:1-2    “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

D. In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul will describe some of these unseen realities that will not 

face away. 
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What Should We Do? 

 

1. We must recognize that we are passing away, and so we need to live for the life after 

this. Remember the old poem, 

“Two little lines I heard one day, 

Traveling along life’s busy way; 

Bringing conviction to my heart, 

And from my mind would not depart; 

Only one life, twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last.”  

 

2. We must recognize God knows our suffering. There is a purpose in it and it will 

matter for all eternity. 

 

3. We must focus on the unseen realities as we live our present life. We are here for 

only a short time, eternity is forever. 

 

Hymn#  378  Only One Life to Offer 


