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           David's Administration  

 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 42:1-9                Hymn Insert- In Christ Alone  

1st Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:1-5; 12:1-5        Hymn #35- Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 8:15-18              Hymn #488- Lead on O King Eternal 

 

 

Introduction: 

 David has been anointed king over all Israel, in accordance with God's decree and 

promise, given through the prophet Samuel, when David was but a child.  David's kingdom has 

been established, and his palace and throne have been set in Jerusalem.  The ark of God's 

presence has been safely transported to Jerusalem.  God has established his gracious covenant 

with David, ensuring him that his royal dynasty would continue on forever.  And with the help 

and preservation power of God, David advances and greatly prospers militarily, such that, by the 

end of his reign, the borders of Israel will have been stretched to their greatest limits, in all of 

ethnic Israel's history. 

 This morning, we move on to consider the administration, which surrounds David, 

throughout the course of his reign, and the general quality of leadership, which David exercises, 

as Israel's second king.  Indeed, every worthy leader, is surrounded by a cabinet of individuals, 

who are gifted unto helping/assisting the king, as he seeks to carry out a successful and fruitful 

reign.  A wise king, will surround himself with individuals, who are best suited to fill each 

respective office.  Here, we are given a brief overview of the Davidic administration. 

 

I. The Davidic Administration  (Vs. 16-18) 

 Now brethren, while we do not have a lot of information on some of these men, we do 

have some information on most of them, and it is at least worthwhile, to consider their respective 

offices, and in some cases, the personalities that fill them.   

 1) "Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army" (vs. 16a).  We have already been 

introduced to Joab earlier, especially when David reigned over Judah alone, and was in 

contention with Israel's king, Ishbosheth (Saul's son).  And we found that Joab was both, an 

exceptional military leader, and yet an insubordinate murderer at the same time.  And he will 

prove to be both again, as we work through the remainder of the Book of 2 Samuel.   
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 Joab was David's nephew, the son of Zeruiah (David's sister), and he was very skilled at 

conducting war.  And while he murdered Abner in cold blood, incurring the curse of David 

(upon him and his household), he still wound up securing the office of captain, over the army of 

Israel.  And while this probably did not bring great joy to David's heart, Joab earned this right, in 

accordance with a promise that David had made, which is recorded in 1 Chronicles 11:4-9.  

When the Jebusites, who previously dwelt in Jerusalem, had mocked David, saying that he 

would never be able to enter and take the city, David put forth the following promise to his 

soldiers, "Whoever attacks the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain.  And Joab the son of 

Zeruiah went up first, and became chief" (vs. 6).  Joab took the city, which became David's 

stronghold.  And so, Joab attained to the position of captain (over the army of Israel), by this 

means.  And he became both, a great military leader (even offering David wise and good 

counsel, at times), and a thorn in David's side (as he lacked compassion and a proper respect and 

reverence for David's authority as king).  For the latter reason, Joab did not attain to the hall of 

fame of David's, "mighty men," and in fact, he was later executed by Solomon, because of his 

wicked, murderous acts against Abner and Amasa. 

  2) "Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder" (vs. 16b).  We are not told anything 

about the character and/or ability of Jehoshaphat.  However, we can assume that he filled this 

office well, particularly because he continued to hold the same office, during the reign of 

Solomon, David's son (1 Kings 4:3). 

 Concerning the task of the recorder, there seems to be at least two primary functions.  

First, the recorder would probably have documented all of the important events, which have 

transpired during the king's reign.  In this sense, he would have kept the annals up to date, so as 

to ensure that present and future generations could research the important historical events and 

decisions, which surrounded the reign of that particular king.  And secondly, the recorder would 

probably have acted like a secretary of sorts, aiding to ensure that the king was aware of, and 

following his daily calendar of events.  He would probably have set appointments and kept up 

the king's schedule, ensuring that the king was properly informed and prepared for each days 

activities...etc.  And so, clearly, Jehoshaphat was a well organized and reliable recorder. 

 3) "Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests" (vs. 

17a).  Both Zadok and Ahimelech, served under Abiathar (Ahimelech's father), who was the high 

priest, during David's reign.  These two men, being priests, came through the line of Aaron; 
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Zadok through Aaron's son Eleazar, and Ahimelech through Aaron's son Ithamar (1 Chron. 

24:3).  You will recall that Aaron originally had four sons, but Nadab and Abihu, the two oldest, 

were immediately struck dead by God, when they had offered profane fire before the Lord.  The 

remaining two sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, then served with Aaron.  Well here, both of Aaron's 

sons are represented in these two men. 

 That said, Ahimelech's line, came through the line of Eli, who, because of his failure to 

properly discipline his sons, (Hophni and Phineas, who defiled the priesthood through their 

wicked actions), brought judgment upon his house.  Part of that judgment was realized when 

Saul had killed all of the priests at Nob.  But, as we have seen, Abiathar alone had escaped, and 

fled to David.  And since then, he had served alongside of David, inquiring of God through the 

ephod...etc.  Well now, his son, Ahimelech, along with Zadok, served as the main priests, 

underneath him.  However, later on, when David's reign nears its close,  Abiathar will join the 

conspiracy of seeking to appoint Adonijah to be king, as opposed to Solomon, and this will lead 

to his immediate exile, in further fulfillment of the curse put upon Eli's house.  And Solomon 

will then appoint Zadok to be the high priest, pushing Eli's line out of the highest office.  In the 

meantime, Zadok served at the tabernacle in Gibeon (1 Chron. 16:39), while Ahimelech probably 

served before the ark at Jerusalem.   

 4) "Seraiah was the scribe" (vs. 17b).  There is no other information given about this 

man, Seraiah.  We can only presume that he was the king's pen, who wrote out the king's letters, 

decrees, public orders, judgments to be handed down...etc.   

 5) "Benaiah the son of Jehoida was over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites" (vs. 

18a).  Benaiah was a very important figure.  He was in charge of the king's body guard; that 

group of soldiers (the Cherethites and the Pelethites), who most closely stood by the king.  They 

were the "Secret Service," as it were.  In fact, Benaiah himself, was one of "David's mighty 

men," who made the rare cut of valiant soldiers, given in the "Hall of Fame," listed in 2 Samuel 

23.  Here is what we are told there, concerning this "soldier of renown": 

 "Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man from Kabzeel, who had 

done many deeds. He had killed two lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone down and killed 

a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day.  And he killed an Egyptian, a spectacular man. The 

Egyptian had a spear in his hand; so he went down to him with a staff, wrested the spear out of 

the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with his own spear.  These things Benaiah the son of 
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Jehoiada did, and won a name among three mighty men.  He was more honored than the thirty, 

but he did not attain to the first three.  And David appointed him over his guard" (2 Samuel 

23:20-23).   

 And furthermore, it is worth noting that Benaiah is the one, whom King Solomon uses 

to execute judgment upon Joab, resulting in Benaiah taking Joab's position, as chief over the 

army of Israel.  Needless to say, this man was a well respected, well trusted, and powerful 

warrior, who served as a key part of both David's and Solomon's administration.   

 6) And finally, "and David's sons were chief ministers" (vs. 18b).  Obviously, David's 

sons, as princes, would have been given delegated leadership responsibilities, and positions of 

importance throughout the kingdom.  We will soon follow the treachery, which encompasses the 

lives of two of David's sons, as we work through the remainder of 2 Samuel.     

 

 Conclusion #1: And so, brethren, this is a general overview of King David's 

administration.  Overall, David had sought to surround himself with good and wise men, who 

would best serve the interests of the kingdom, and who were best suited to fill the office, unto 

which they were appointed.   

 

II. The General Quality of David's Reign 

 While David was imperfect, and a reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ, at best, there was 

a particular positive quality, which defined the general scope of his reign.  And overall, his 

administration helped formulate this particular quality.  Notice, we are told in verse 15, "So 

David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people." 

 This was the general description of David's overall reign.  And what are we to make of 

this general description of David's reign?  What does it mean to administer judgment and justice?  

Well, let me leave you with two illustrations, taken from our first Scripture readings, which can 

help us better define the gist of David's reign. 

 In 1 Samuel 8, we read about Samuel's sons, Joel and Abijah, whom Samuel set up as 

judges in Beersheba, when he was old.  And we were told in verse 3, "But [Samuel's] sons did 

not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice."  

In contrast to this, we find that Samuel walked with great integrity, never cheating the people, 

never oppressing them, and never taking a bribe, so as to pervert justice (1 Sam. 12:1-5). 
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 And so, David's reign was a blessed reflection of Samuel's, and not a reflection of 

Samuel's sons, Joel and Abijah.  In other words, David ruled justly and without bias, unwilling to 

pervert justice for the sake of material gain.  He did not take bribes, so as to look away from 

extortioners and robbers and thieves and conmen.  He did not pervert or twist justice, looking for 

ways to undermine the Law of God, for the sake of dishonest gain.  Rather, David ruled with 

equity and fairness, properly bringing judgment upon the wicked (regardless of their social 

standing) and faithfully/righteously delivering the oppressed (regardless of their social standing).  

Overall, though imperfect, David was a good and faithful king, who held his own integrity before 

God, and the best interests of the kingdom, dear and close to his heart.  David loved the people, 

and he considered their welfare as more important than his own interests!  David feared God, and 

delighted in serving Him, far more than silver and gold, which perish!  Unlike Saul, who was 

most concerned with preserving his own power and popularity, David was for the people of God!    

Righteous judgment and justice were the general hallmarks of his reign.  And his administration 

was put together, as a means of securing such a righteous kingdom. 

 

III. Concluding Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, let us then close, by considering a few relevant thoughts and applications for 

this morning: 

 1) Friends, and especially young people, recognize the importance of surrounding 

yourself with good and wise people, as you walk through this difficult life.  While David did not 

have a perfect administration (and in fact, men like Joab, indeed, caused him great grief, at 

times), clearly, he did seek to surround himself with wise and able men, who would help him 

establish and maintain a just and righteous kingdom.  Overall, David was able to coordinate 

righteous judgment and justice, with the aid of these men.   

 What kind of people, do you take as your closest friends?  Are they those, who will 

draw you away into a cloud of mischief, drunken partying, drug use, idolatry, materialism, 

disrespect for authority; all in all, leading you to place a great emphasis on worldly 

values/things?  Or, are they those who fear the Lord, and who will regularly challenge you to 

walk with, and grow in the Lord, providing a mutual accountability, helping you maintain a 

heavenly focus, in a world that is destined for hell fire?  I am not suggesting that you ignore or 
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reject sinners, but choose your close friends, carefully.  They will help to shape your life, 

preparing you for heaven or hell.  [Consider Psalm 1]. 

 2) Consider that Joab was part of a godly administration; indeed, chief of the army of 

Israel, used by God to defeat many of His enemies; gifted by God in the art of battle; at times, 

offering David even godly counsel (able to "talk the talk" accurately), and yet, he never knew the 

Lord in truth.  There are indeed Judas Iscariots and Joabs, and other unregenerate souls, who 

wear the Christian robe outwardly; even in high positions, but they are as dead as wood on the 

inside.  Here is the test, friends.  Are you comfortable in your sin?  Is there any sin, in which you 

are knowingly, willing to continue practicing, without repentance?  That ought to be a "red flag," 

friends!  Remember, Jesus said that there will be many in that day, who will say, "Lord, Lord, I 

did this and this and that, in Your Name," and He will say to them, "Depart from Me, I never 

knew you, you worker of lawlessness!"  You see, friends, "grace" is a wonderful thing, but it 

belongs, only to the repentant.  It is never to be presumed upon, by those who willingly remain 

on the path of lawlessness.  "Well Pastor, what sin are you talking about?"  The very one, which 

you are holding onto!  Flee from it!  Confess it!  Forsake it! Then you will find an avenue of 

grace in Christ, freeing you from the guilt you have incurred by your sin!  Let not the one, who is 

continuing on, in unrepentant sin, think for a moment, that he/she can rest in the grace of Christ!  

Grace accompanies and removes the guilt of confessed and forsaken sin...not ongoing, 

unrepentant sin!  Don't die the death of Joab or Judas, serving in a successful, Christian 

administration, with no true and proper, spiritual place within that administration! 

 3)  Brethren, let us find great encouragement here, as we see a glimmer in David, of the 

perfect, present reign of Christ!  Is not David, but a glorious shadow of the eternal reign of 

Christ, who always reigns, exercising perfect judgment and justice?  While we love and 

appreciate David; while we look up to him in many respects, we still find our fallen nature in 

him, don't we?  But, there are no "Bathsheba incidents" marring the reign of Christ, are there?  In 

fact, much to the contrary, we find Christ, going so far as to lay down His own life; to sacrifice 

Himself for the eternal welfare of wretched, undeserving sinners, like us!   

 And brethren, as we continue to strive to serve Christ, in the context of a corrupt and 

fallen world; in the context of a country that covets power, wealth and material things; in the 

context of a corrupt and self-serving government, which pursues its own "power and monetary" 

interests, above the interests of the nation; in the context of dealing with remaining sin and 
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defilement in our own hearts; as we continue to serve Christ in such a fallen context, let us 

remember always, that we serve, even presently, the reigning King of kings and Lord of lords!  

And while His reign is not yet fully realized, from the standpoint of the world, it is indeed 

realized in heaven.  And soon enough, heaven's realization will meet this world's!  And He is 

working all things out for our good and for the glory of God, and for the glory of God's 

Kingdom, even right now, as I speak!  And though His eternal, righteous kingdom has not yet 

consummated; though there is still much to break the heart in this life, He yet reigns with 

judgment and justice!  No one is getting away with anything!  And His people will yet be 

vindicated for every wrong, done them!  And so, as we are tempted to grind our teeth in anger, 

and as we are tempted to pour out our own wrath, in the face of ongoing corruption and evil, let 

us remember, not only where we came from (and that there are other sheep, still to be redeemed 

and converted), but furthermore, that ultimately, we can live joyfully, knowing that we serve a 

righteous, all-glorious King, in the present...and He must win the battle! In fact, He has already 

won it, at the cross, and by way of His resurrection from the dead! 

  

AMEN!!!                         Benediction: Isaiah 42:1-4 


