
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
2/23/2014 
James 1:13-16

James 1:13-16 13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14  But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 16  Do not err, my beloved brethren. !
13a  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: !
The word “tempted” has the same root as the the word “temptation(s)” in the preceding 
verses. “Tempted” means to be tested. James has presented two types of tests: 1. The 
testing of God through adversity, trials, persecutions for righteousness’ sake resulting in 
God’s glory. 2. The testing (or tempting) of sin from lust, resulting in death. !

Genesis 3:1-6 1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which 
the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden? 2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5  For God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil. 6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he 
did eat. !

Satan deceived Adam and Eve in the garden and they sinned against God. God is good 
and not the author of sin. God did not tempt Adam and Eve to sin. Satan did. God did 
know that this would occur. He knew and planned accordingly. !

Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread. !
1 Thessalonians 3:5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know 
your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in 
vain. !

Satan is “the tempter”. !
John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. !

Satan is “a liar, and the father of it”. All of the deception of mankind originates and 
proceeds from Satan. !

1 Peter 5:8 8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: !
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Satan is the “adversary” of God and God’s children and is actively “seeking whom he 
may devour”. He continues his work of deception today and mankind continues to sin 
because of deception today. !
Satan is the tempter of mankind, not God. Mankind sinned because of the temptation 
and deception of Satan. Mankind continues to sin because of Satan and because 
mankind are sinners. Therefore, we must not say “I am tempted of God” when we sin 
because we are not sinners nor sinning because of God, but rather because of Satan, 
Adam, and ourselves. !
13b for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: !
God cannot be tempted to do evil. He is untemptable. It is simply not possible for him to 
do so. “God is light”. He is not the cause of nor does he originate sin. “In him is no 
darkness at all”. Satan can and does evil and does tempt man to sin. Satan is the 
originator of sin and the original sinner. !

1 John 1:5-6 5  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6  If we say that we 
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: !

Sin entered the world by one disobedient man. Satan tempted and Adam sinned. Now 
we are all sinners and we all sin. !

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: !

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death. !
It is the temptation of Satan (“ye shall be as gods”) and our “own lust” that draws us 
away from God and “bringeth forth sin”. Sin only “bringeth forth death”. !

Genesis 2:15-17 15  And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of 
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17  But of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.  !
Genesis 3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  !

It was this way from nearly the beginning of time and continues to be that way today. !
16  Do not err, my beloved brethren. !
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This command can be applied to two things: 1. “Do not err” and adopt the belief that 
God is the originator or cause of sin, for this is heresy and blasphemy against an 
absolutely sovereign and holy God. 2. “Do not err” and allow Satan’s temptations and 
your own lust to bring forth sin and death. !
If it was this way from the nearly the beginning of the world and that way only leads to 
death how can we follow this command: “do not err”?  !

1 Corinthians 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. !

God will not allow his chosen children to be deceived and to continue sinning without 
providing a way of escape from the sin. It is important to realize that this verse is also 
applicable in the case of trials, tribulations, adversities, etc.. !

2 Corinthians 12:7-8 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the  
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8  For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9  And he said unto me, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. !

Paul recognized that God allowed the “thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan” to try 
him, but that God determined it to be for his glory, to reveal his favor. While Paul is not 
revealing his own sin, but the effect of the sin of another upon him, God’s response 
remains the same: he will be glorified and Christ will be revealed in the suffering of his 
children. !

1 John 5:7-10 7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10  If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. !

For God’s chosen children the “way of escape” is Jesus Christ. He is the solution to sin, 
sinfulness, and sinning. !

Hebrews 4:15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. !
1 Peter 4:1-2 1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, 
arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in 
the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2  That he no longer should live the rest of his time 
in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. !
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1 Peter 5:9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. !

Jesus’ example of suffering in the flesh yet not sinning should lead us to resist Satan’s 
deceptions and the temptation to sin. !

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. !
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you. !
John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. !
Romans 5:1-5 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2  By whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3  And 
not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; 4  And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5  And hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us. !

God has equipped his chosen children to “peace with God” by the Holy Ghost to 
“overcome the world” through Jesus Christ. This is the gospel, the good news. We do not 
have to continue to be deceived, to continue in sin. We can live free from those 
temptations through the completed work of Jesus Christ, through the ongoing work of 
the Holy Ghost. !

Galatians 5:16-26 16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh. 17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would. 18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19  Now 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law. 24  And they that are Christ's have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25  If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit. 26  Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another.  !

Our desire should be to walk, to be led, to live in the Spirit, producing spiritual fruits 
and sacrificing fleshly affections and lusts. This is the life God intends for his chosen 
children to live: not without temptation, but resisting temptation by his power.
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