
1 

 

Hope in the Storm 

Acts 2713-26 

Acts 27 is always a timely passage. Whether we are seeing physical 

storms around us or observe the spiritual upheaval of our fallen world, 

the Bible does not hide hardships and shipwrecks from our view. All 

the children of Adam are aboard this crazy train. Like Paul and Luke 

and the others, we share in the same storms, the same waves, the same 

desperations, which threaten to drown our unbelieving neighbors. 

We are called to avoid two equally bad extremes. On the one hand, we 

should not bury our heads in the sand and say: ‘There is no storm! 

Storms are for someone else – some other bad people over there!’ 

Storms in life are real. 

But neither are we left with the opposite extreme, to fall into despair; 

to give up all hope. We have a confidence in Christ bigger than the 

tempests of time; greater than the hurricanes and tsunamis of this 

present evil age. Thus our sermon title: Hope in the Storm. Certainly 

we will need this anchor all the way. 

What a change takes place between the gentle breeze of verse 13 and 

the typhoon gusts of 14! Recall from last week how the captain and 

pilot persuaded the centurion to go a little further to find harbor in 

Phoenix. These are not crazy decisions, but they were gambling with 

the lives of 276 people. That is what made their choice so 

troublesome.  

These men were not like the builders of the Titanic, shaking their fist 

to the heavens and saying even God could not sink: no, it was just a 

little gamble – but it was really a big one when we think of all those 

lives at stake.  
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See how your worldview is changed, if life is precious or cheap; if 

men are mere animals, accidents in time, or if they are noble and 

eternal creatures made in God’s image. That was the fault with this 

decision to go forward, even if it was only 30 miles away. 

Likewise, this storm, this wind that has a name – a compound name, 

Euroquilo, meaning, north-easter – was well known to arise 

unexpectedly in this region at this late time of year. Therefore you 

don’t sail at this time. 

But dear ones – let’s step back a moment and take stock of what a part 

of this fallen world this all is: this regularity of miserable, dangerous 

weather – typhoons, hurricanes, and so forth – so strong as to forbid 

travel. This comes ultimately from the fall and the entrance of sin into 

man’s dominion. The God of Paul who will save this crew, is the God 

of Noah and the God of Jonah – the God who judges in this world and 

the next; and the God who preserves in spite of what we deserve. 

Think of it: we never would have seen a single storm, never a threat to 

life or limb, never a watery grave, never a ship lost at sea, never a 

single death, if sin had not entered. For through one man sin entered 

into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, 

because all have sinned, wrote the man aboard this boat. God had to 

enter into covenant with man’s fallen, groaning world, lest He 

continually crush the world beneath His righteous hammer; lest we 

endure a 1000 worldwide floods and a 1000 arks and a 1000 Noahs to 

continue mankind.  

But He has not promised to remove all floods, all storms, all tragedies 

and travesties. And Christians go along for the ride. And we will be 

with those who will be desperate to rescue themselves, to save 

themselves, to do in their power what they can against the forces of 

God. 
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Perhaps the best commentary on these verses is Psalm 107: They rose 

up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; their soul melted 

away in their misery.  They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, 

and were at their wits' end. (Psa 107:26-27) 

In 15, it says they could not get the eyes of the ship to turn into the 

face of the winds – eyes were painted on either side of the bow. All 

they could do was be driven dangerously along, pushed beneath some 

little cover of the island Cauda or Clauda, as they make desperate 

preparations. 

In 16, the life-boat in tow behind the ship was threatening them, and 

only with all their strength were they able to get that under control. 

In 17, on that same first day, knowing the grain in the boat will get 

wet and swell up, they wrap cables around the hull of the ship to hold 

it together against the strains. 

In the same verse, fearing they were being pushed to the deadly 

sandbars off the coast of Libya some 400 miles south, they let down 

some sort of an anchor, probably acting as a drag and a rudder. 

Verses 18 and 19 tell us of the next two days, of the men tossing some 

of the cargo; perhaps just what is on deck. 

And then on day three, Luke tells us of their throwing overboard the 

long and heavy beam of wood, to lighten the ship. 

And now with no letup of the storm in verse 20, where no stars by 

night nor sunshine by day appear to guide or to cheer for many days – 

the whole is capped off with no hope of rescue, or deliverance – the 

very word translated salvation in the NT. 
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Dear ones, see here then a picture in this desperate struggle an 

example of man’s efforts at saving himself. It is not that men should 

not strive and seek and labor for the bread that does not perish. But we 

see here in emblem men seeking to save themselves by their own 

strength.  

Look at this event as the weakness and hopelessness of man:  

 Here he is dealing with false appearances of safety and 

encouragement, taking the wrong directions from it.  

 Here he is dealing with forces larger than he can ever handle, and 

yet he must face them over and over and over and over again. Think 

of how often this storm had come down on poor helpless sailors?  

 Unable to turn from his problems, men cannot fully or effectively 

face them in their own ability or wisdom. Here he is going with the 

flow, as though he could do something else! What a supposed 

victim we are of our own choices and doings!  

 The lifeboat is rescued, even though it could have damage the ship! 

Here is man still hoping to save himself with manmade cords, tying 

everything down, tightening his belts – do what you can!  

 Here he knows the dangers to come but is really unable to stop it 

anyway! What a race of lemmings we are! There is the same cliff 

before us all! The same outcome! And still we are obstinately 

driven to it.  

 Here is our pathetic effort to halt the hands of time and decay – 

tossing away precious cargo, then the tackle which steers us – let it 

all go in the name of self-preservation!  

 Now sets in the darkness and with it, lostness; no sun, no stars to 

guide – what can you find in this lower world to lead you to a 

heavenly one?  

 Now continues the untiring storm: relentless, unfeeling, crushing 

and constant.  
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 Now we read the internal feelings: hope, all hope, is gone; no 

chance of salvation; we are miserable, with none to rescue. Now all 

reins of strength and possibility are let go for good; the abandoned 

abandoning hope; the hardiest joining one by one the ranks of the 

despairing; food no longer desired, even if there were desire, even if 

it could be provided. 

Here these words: “ALL HOPE OF BEING SAVED WAS FINALLY 

GIVEN UP, ABANDONED.” 

This is what all of the previous verses have been driving toward. 

Wave after miserable wave washes away layer after layer of fleshly 

hope, until at last they sit as skeletons, empty of every remnant of 

hope, wrapped only in a blanket of despair, bracing for oncoming 

death and full destruction.  

Oh, how thankful the story does not end here – without salvation. It is 

now – at the right time – not at the outset but when all is at its bleakest 

and darkest – that God sends relief, hope. Paul stands up with a certain 

hope. 

We have to begin with the Apostle’s “Told You So” in 21. What does 

this mean? Some say Paul is acting in the flesh here. But I like what 

Calvin says on the matter; that Paul seems to deal unseasonably when 

he objects to their foolishness, because they would not heed his 

warning. But he says such unseasonable chiding is necessary to turn 

stubborn souls around; that chiding tempered with some remedy 

becomes part of the medicine. This is the model to be taken. We 

should never be found with a cold and mean: ‘told you so’.  Rubbing 

someone’s nose in their mess may work for puppies but not for human 

beings. The proper time for saying I told you so is ONLY when you 

are ready to give the remedy, the medicine, the assistance to undo the 

problem. 
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So Paul now eagerly tells them to take courage – no loss of life will 

take place; but the ship will be destroyed! Isn’t that a wonderful tone 

to our gospel presentation! We beginning with gladness, cheer, hope, 

and courage. 

Now he comes to the authority for this message: that the message is 

not of himself but of God. See here: 

1. The time – nobody else saw what he saw, for it was at night, at the 

darkest point. 

2. An angel had visited – he stood (not hovered or sat down). What a 

message just by his very presence! Angels are ministering spirits 

sent to serve them that shall be the heirs of salvation. They rejoice 

over us, encamp about us, convey us to heaven, and gather our 

resurrected lives on that great and final Day. They are our associates 

forever. Hebrews says you have come to a great company of angels. 

The angels are interested in the godly, in their difficulties and 

prayers. 

3. The message: Fear not, Paul – the Lord knows our frame, that we 

are only dust. How fearful he must have been. He was also 

hungering, having an effect on his mind and soul. But the angel 

says: Number ONE: you must stand before Caesar – the great task 

of delivering the gospel; Number TWO: God has granted you all 

who are sailing with you, in answer to your prayer. Look at these 

angels interested in the affairs of the gospel!  

4. See further Paul the Preserver of lives: he has asked for the lives of 

those about to perish, as Abraham for the Sodomites, Moses for the 

calf worshipping Israelites, Daniel for the magicians, and Jesus for 

his crucifiers. FF Bruce writes: “The world has no idea how much it 

owes, in the mercy of God, to the presence in it of righteous men.” 

And Keddie says: “Godless sailors lived because of godly Paul.” 

You are the salt and light, the buoy and life-preserver, of the world.  
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5. See further Paul’s full evangelism – the God who owns me and 

whom I serve. Paul did not see his service to God as only what he 

did on the Lord’s Day or when he was reading his Bible or when he 

was in the house of God. These are all means for us to be recharged 

and refreshed so as to serve Him always, and in many ways. 

Whatever we do, whether we eat or drink, we do all to the glory of 

our Savior. His Word is our rule always, His honor is ever before us 

as our goal, and this elevates all that we do; it lifts the common 

actions into moral, and moral actions in spiritual ones. William Jay 

continues: “Thus the judge on the bench, the traveler on the road, 

the tradesman in his shop, the laborer in the field, the mother 

training her child, are all doing the work of the Lord.” [(p. 614, 

Evening Exercises)]  

6. Paul also exercised right trust in God – and what kind of God? The 

God of both water and earth; the God who speaks; the God who 

promises and fulfills His Word; the God of truth, faithfulness, 

worthy of trust; and most importantly, the God who saves, who 

delivers, who helps in every situation, where no circumstance is 

beyond his ability. And so should you! 

7. Paul says lastly that they must be run aground upon a certain island. 

Here is a divine plan. Paul arises as the prophet, protecter, 

preserver, and predicting the outcome: as certain of the destruction 

of the ship as he is the salvation of the 276 hands on board. 

Predictive prophecy is not meant to tickle the ear or to dazzle the 

eye, but to confirm faith in the living God.  

Oh what a difference this all makes between the godly and ungodly as 

they pass through the same world. “All the blessings God lavishes on 

the ungodly finally make for their destruction, just as, on the other 

hand, the punishments which the faithful suffer in common with the 

world are to their advantage.” John Calvin 
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The world owes a debt, a great debt of thanks unto the Lord. We read 

a part of Psalm 107 earlier, which continues so: Then they cried to the 

LORD in their trouble, and He brought them out of their distresses.  

He caused the storm to be still, so that the waves of the sea were 

hushed.  30 Then they were glad because they were quiet, so He guided 

them to their desired haven.  31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for 

His lovingkindness, and for His wonders to the sons of men! (Psa 

107:28-31) 

What a confidence and assurance and hope should be yours: the God 

to whom you belong! Christians should be assured of grace and 

blessing even facing a watery grave. Remember the story of the 

conversion of John Wesley, as he was in a ship in a storm, and seeing 

the conviction and calm of the Moravians, her recognized he did not 

have the assurance of faith. The Bible says, “You will keep him in 

perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You.” 

What a high calling you have as servants of God: God whom I serve! 

And that eternally! The last book of the Bible tells us: 

"For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve 

Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will 

spread His tabernacle over them.  They will hunger no longer, nor 

thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; for 

the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will 

guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every 

tear from their eyes." (Rev 7:15-17) 

That final hope is the anchor in the present, the here and now. 

Hebrews speaks of an anchor cast upward, into the heavenlies, in 

Christ. That hope secures us all our days here – in calm and storm. 

And it is those who are following their Savior closely who are the 

ships which sail full into the harbor of heaven. Peter tells us of an 
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entrance into that glory with abundance, which implies that there are 

Christians who come into that harbor like a broken-down ship, where 

their sails are not up, they are barely squeaking in, and all their load 

has been tossed overboard. But those who walk with their God, who 

have His presence and Word richly in their lives, will be brought in 

under full sail, laden with everlasting riches, which Christ has worked 

in them. How is your ship of faith? 

Storms may rise on seas unknown 

While we journey towards our home 

Surely we'll learn what grace is for 

As we sail to heaven's shore. 

 

Send us strength, oh, Pilgrim Guide 

Sin would drown us in its tide 

Be close at hand and go before 

As we sail to heaven's shore. 

 

Holy Spirit, lead us on 

Give us courage, bring the song. 

 

Lord, we trust Your Father's care 

Will convey us safely there 

Open or seal off every door 

As we sail to heaven's shore. 

 

 


