
 
Ministry of the word 
Volume 7 Issue 8                                                February 24, 2008 

Philemon: An Introduction 
The Epistle of Philemon is one of the shortest letters in the New Testament, and only one of two that 
were personal letters (the other being 3 John).  And though it contains only 25 verses (294 words in the 
Greek), it is believed to be responsible for some of the most dramatic changes in the life of the church 
 

• People forgiving people. 
• People allowing grace and mercy to characterize their relationships.  
• Debtors being treated humanely.   
• Slaves being treated as brothers and not chattel. 

 
Dr. Donald Guthrie said this: 
 

“The Epistle brings into vivid focus the whole problem of slavery in the Christian Church. There is 
no thought of denunciation even in principle. The apostle deals with the situation as it then exists. 
He takes it for granted that Philemon has a claim of ownership on Onesimus and leaves the position 
unchallenged. Yet in one significant phrase Paul transforms the character of the master/slave 
relationship. Onesimus is returning no longer as a slave but as a brother beloved (Verse 16). It is 
clearly incongruous for a Christian master to “own” a brother in Christ in the contemporary sense 
of the word, and although the existing order of society could not be immediately changed by 
Christianity without a political revolution (which was clearly contrary to Christian principles), the 
Christian master/slave relationship was so transformed from within that it was bound to lead 
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ultimately to the abolition of the system.”1 
 
That’s quite an incredible claim; yet it is an accurate one. There has been much debate in scholarly 
circles as to why this epistle was preserved and placed in the Cannon.  Yet to the pilgrim walking the 
path of faith, living life in a world of sin and misery, there is no question.  Philemon is nothing short of 
a spiritual meal which God has used throughout church history to refresh the saints who read it. 
 
Thus, in the coming weeks as we examine this epistle, I fully anticipate great blessing and joy. 

Background 
Philemon 1, “Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our 
dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer>“ 

 
An understanding of the background of this epistle quite naturally will begin with an understanding of 
the background and history of Paul and Timothy.   

Paul 
Paul was called by God in extraordinary circumstances.  Before he was saved he was one of the strongest 
opponents of Christ in the apostolic days.2  In fact, Paul was so feared that when he came to Jerusalem 
as a Christian the Apostles hid from him.3   But then in AD 32-33, God took hold of him and transformed 
him into a “new creation.”4  With this, Paul became a zealous servant of the Lord.5  And yet, that which 
is most striking about Paul is NOT his zeal, BUT his humility. 
 
Paul’s Jewish namesake was King Saul, the first king in Israel who at the time of the New Testament was 
spoken with reverence and respect amongst the Jews.  Like Saul, Paul was chosen by the Lord to be the 
front runner in the advancement of the Kingdom of God.  As such, “Saul” would have been an apt name 
with which to call Paul.  And yet Paul chose not be called by the name Saul, but Paul, which means 
“little” in the Greek.  
 
Paul had persecuted the church of God6 out of hatred for Christ.7 Upon being reconciled to God, he 
didn’t need anyone to tell him that he was a sinner, he knew the evil and wicked thoughts and desires that 
circulated in his mind such that in 1 Timothy 1:15, he called himself “the chief of sinners.”  And yet it 
was with this conviction that Paul could minister to the people who in his culture were understood to be 
the scum of the earth, the Gentile.8  
 
Paul’s life as a child of God contained four distinct journeys which God used to bring Christ to the world 

First Missionary Journey (from c. A.D. 47 to A.D. 48): Acts 13:1-14:28 
The focus of this journey was in Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. Here Paul preached the gospel and 
established numerous churches.  Returning home to Antioch and then en route to Jerusalem, Paul penned 
                                                 
1 Dr. Donald Guthrie, New Testament Introduction, InterVarsity Press (July 1990), ISBN-10: 0830814027, Page 640  
2 Compare Galatians 1:13; Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-2, 13-14; 22:4-5; 26:9-11 
3 Compare Acts 9:26 
4 Compare 2 Corinthians 5:17 
5 Compare 2 Corinthians 11:22-27 
6 Compare 1 Corinthians 15:59 
7 Compare Acts 9:4 
8 Compare Galatians 2:15 
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his first epistle, Galatians. 
 

Second Missionary Journey (from early spring of A.D. 50 to spring of 52): Acts 
15:36-18:22 
The focus of this journey was Corinth where Paul stayed 18 months endeavoring to establish this church. 
And yet this is not the only church established at the time, Paul planted churches throughout Greece; 
Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.   
 
It was during this SECOND missionary journey that Paul penned the TWO epistles to the Thessalonians. 
Following this journey Paul returned once again to Antioch, his home, only to leave soon after on a third 
missionary journey. 
 

Third Missionary Journey (from summer of A.D. 52 to early summer of A.D. 57) 
Acts 18:23-21:6 
The focus of this journey was Ephesus where Paul spent the better part of three years, evangelizing so 
effectively that “All who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 
19:10).   
 
Based on this verse it is believed by scholars that it was during this period that the churches in Colossae, 
Hierapolis, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea were founded.9  
 
And yet that is not to say that Paul didn’t visit other lands during this time, for he did. He traveled 
through Asia Minor and Greece strengthening the brethren as he went. However, and again, Paul spent 
the majority of this missionary journey ministering to and with the Ephesians.  
 
It was during this THIRD missionary journey that Paul wrote THREE epistles: 1 Corinthians, 2 
Corinthians, and Romans.  This journey ended when Paul came to Jerusalem where he was captured by 
the Romans, being accused as one who upset the peace of Rome (the Pax Romana).  This brings us to his 
fourth missionary journey, for though in chains, Paul remained a minister of Christ. 
 

Fourth Missionary Journey (A.D. 56-58): Acts 21:17-28:16 
Paul didn’t remain long a prisoner in Jerusalem.   As a Roman citizen10 Paul had the right to a trial in 
Rome if he so desired.  Seeing that the Roman officials of Jerusalem weren’t going to even hear his case 
until they got a bribe,11 Paul appealed to be brought to Rome where he could be tried in Caesar’s court.12  
 
With this Paul was transported by ship to Rome in AD 59 where he spent two years awaiting trial.  
During this FOURTH “missionary” endeavor, Paul wrote FOUR epistles- identified as his prison 
epistles: Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians, AND… PHILEMON!  

                                                 
9 Paul didn’t “found” these churches personally; his converts most likely established them (cf. Colossians 1:7). This 
obviously was the case with the churches at Colossae, Hierapolis, and Laodicea which were started by Epaphras (cf. 
Colossians 1:7; 4:12-13). 
10 Compare Acts 22:28 
11 Compare Acts 24:26 
12 Compare Acts 25:11 
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And as a post script, following the books of Acts,  Paul evidently was released from his Roman 
imprisonment at which time he most likely traveled to Crete,13 Ephesus,14 and then Greece where he 
visited Troas, Corinth, and Miletus.15   
 
 It was during this time he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus.  Soon after, he was arrested again and sent back 
to Rome for a second period of incarceration.  This second imprisonment ended in Paul's martyrdom at 
the third milestone on the Ostian Way around A.D. 63 (possibly as late as A.D. 67).  However, before he 
was executed, Paul penned one more epistle, 2 Timothy. 
 
With all of this it should be obvious that Philemon was written around A.D. 59-60 while Paul was in 
prison, chained to a Roman soldier.  And yet in Philemon 1, Paul also references Timothy. 

Timothy 
Timothy’s name means, “One who honors God.”  He is first mentioned in Acts 16:1-3 as a disciple and 
one who accompanied Paul on his Second Missionary journey.  And though he was raised in a 
God-fearing home16 we know that it was during Paul's 1st missionary journey that Timothy was 
converted.17  
 
During his second missionary journey, Paul went to Lystra.18   Here Paul became re-acquainted with 
Timothy (probably by divine revelation.)19 Timothy then was circumcised and from here accompanied 
Paul on his continuing journey.20  
 
In the providence of the Lord, Timothy would become one of Paul's closest friends.21 As such Paul 
called Timothy: 
 

• “My fellow worker,” Romans 16:21.   
• “God's fellow worker,” 1 Thessalonians 3:2.  
• “Faithful in the Lord,” 1 Corinthians 4:17. 

 
And Timothy is spoken with the greatest of regard in Acts 16:2. 
 
And so when we open our Bibles to Philemon and here read that the letter was sent by Paul and Timothy 
who at the time were in prison on account of the gospel, we understand that this epistle, though short, is 
not insignificant. Herein contains the heart and soul of two servants of Christ specifically as it related to 
one man and God’s call on his life, Philemon- which brings us to the recipient. 

The Recipient 
 
                                                 
13 Compare Titus 1:5 
14 Compare 1 Timothy 1:3 
15 Compare 2 Timothy 4:13; 20 
16 Compare 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15 
17 Compare 2 Timothy 3:10-11; 1 Corinthians 4:17, and 1 Timothy 1:2 
18 Compare Acts 16:1 
19 Compare 1 Timothy 1:18 
20 Compare Acts 16:3 
21 Compare Philippians 2:20-21 
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Philemon 1, “Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly 
beloved, and fellowlabourer.” 

 
Who was Philemon? And why of all people did Paul and Timothy write to him? 
 
Philemon was a wealthy land owner who lived in Colossae, a city that Paul himself never visited.22 
Accordingly the church most likely was planted by one of Paul’s disciples, namely Epaphras.23  
 
So how is it that Paul knew Philemon? 
 
It is believed that during his third missionary journey while he was living in Ephesus that Paul was used 
by God to bring Philemon to the Lord.24  Following his conversion, Philemon remained in Ephesus 
where he was personally discipled by Paul such that he became a “fellow worker” with the Apostle.25  
 
Following Paul’s three year stay in Ephesus, Philemon returned to his home in Colossae.  Here as a 
wealthy Christian with a rather spacious house26 Philemon provided a meeting place for the church.27  
 
Now as referenced above, Philemon sticks out to us not only because he was a “fellow worker” with 
Paul28  and so obviously a godly man29  but because of his wealth, he was a land owner and a slave 
owner. 
 
Rome was a culture dependent upon the institution of slavery which continued to be funded through 
conquest in battle, birth, or debt.  As such, in Christ’s day slaves counted in the millions.  That being the 
case, you would think that everyone owned a slave.  Yet that is not the case. For you see, owning a slave 
was an expensive proposition. Though it was available and quite common in certain parts of the empire, 
it was not universal.  Thus to behold a slaver-holder was to behold a wealthy individual indeed. 
 
Philemon was one of these wealthy individuals, and so a man of means. And yet as we’ll see, he also was 
a man of humility, love, and grace.  It was to this man that Paul penned this epistle. 

The Occasion 
Why did Paul write Philemon? 
 

Philemon 10-11, “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:  Which 
in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me.” 
 
Philemon 15-16, “For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for 
ever;  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much 
more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?” 

 
                                                 
22 Compare Colossians 2:1 
23 Compare Colossians 1:7 
24 Compare Philemon 19 
25 Compare Philemon 1 
26 Compare Philemon 22 
27 Compare Philemon 2 
28 Compare Philemon 1 
29 Compare Philemon 5, 7 



 
 

 6

From these verses we learn quite a bit about Onesimus.  First off, he at one point was one of Philemon’s 
slaves.  During his time of slavery, Onesimus did not know the Lord. He was a pagan and a rebel.  Thus 
sometime prior to or at the beginning of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, Onesimus escaped from 
Philemon’s household- and in the process he damaged Philemon’s property and stole from him.30  
 
As a fugitive, Onesimus traveled to Rome where he no doubt hoped he could blend into the millions who 
populated the city and there begin a new life somewhat anonymously.  A new life he did begin, but not 
in the way he imagined. 
 
One day walking the streets of Rome, Onesimus stumbled onto a Roman prisoner named Paul!  Paul 
obviously confronted him and, through much discussion and debate, led this man to the Lord.  At this 
moment, Onesimus went from being a prisoner to his sin, to becoming a child of God! He now was free 
indeed.31  
 
Onesimus remained with Paul as a disciple for quite a while much like Philemon had done years before 
in Ephesus. 
 
Some time during his time of discipleship, Onesimus shared with Paul the fact that he was a runaway 
slave! This was a serious thing especially since Paul would have been chained to a Roman soldier who 
would have heard every word spoken between Paul and Onesimus.  
 
Slavery was an important institution in Rome.  Dr. Marvin Vincent wrote this about Roman slavery: 
 

“Slavery grew with the growth of the Roman state until it changed the  economic basis of society, 
doing away with free labor, and transferring nearly all industries to the hands of slaves.”32  

 
It is estimated that by the time of Christ, slaves constituted one third of the population of the Empire.33  
 
And yet because it was NOT ethnically driven, in many ways it was free of the degradation typically 
associated with slavery today (specifically American slavery in the 1700 and 1800s). In fact, in Christ’s 
day it was not unheard of for a slave to be better educated than his owner.  Dr. MacArthur wrote this: 
 

“Slaves could be doctors, musicians, teachers, artists, librarians, and accountants.  It was not 
uncommon for a Roman to train a slave at his own trade.  They had opportunities for education and 
training in almost all disciplines.”34  

 
As such, it was not uncommon for a slave to be entrusted with full power and authority over his owner's 
property- much like a power of attorney today.  But as “advanced” and “enlightened” as may have been 
the slavery during the time of the New Testament, nevertheless we are talking about the ownership of 
people, an ownership which had severe consequences in the case of rebellion. 
 
                                                 
30 Compare Philemon 18 
31 Compare John 8:36 
32 Dr. Marvin R. Vincent,  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Philippians and to Philemon. 
International Critical Commentary series. 1897; reprint ed., Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1972.  Page 162  
33 Dr. John MacArthur, Colossians and Philemon: New Testament Commentary (Macarthur New Testament Commentary 
Series), Moody Publishers (November 10, 1992), ISBN-10: 0802407617,  Page 205 
34 Ibid, page 205 
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During the 1st century BC Rome was fraught by a series of slave rebellions which caused much 
destruction and claimed many lives.  In fact, the infamous slave revolt of Spartacus occurred during this 
time (~73 BC). It ended when 6,600 slaves were crucified along the Appian Way in Rome following the 
Battle of the River Salarus in 70 B.C.  And unlike the movie, Spartacus did not die through crucifixion. 
Rather it is believed that he died in the battle. 
 
Because of these uprisings and the mere size of the population of slaves in Rome (again, one third of the 
population), the penalty for rebellion as a slave was severe!  Dr. J. P. Lightfoot wrote this: 
 

“Roman law… practically imposed no limits to the power of the master over his slave. [Thus] the 
alternative of life or death rested solely with Philemon, and slaves were constantly crucified for far 
lighter offenses than his.  A thief and a runaway, he had no claim to forgiveness.”35  

 
Such was the bounty hanging over Onesimus’ head as he sat at Paul’s feet. In returning to Philemon, 
Onesimus was putting his life on the line.   
 
Onesimus was placed upon the horns of a dilemma.  For Onesimus to remain with Paul was illegal, and 
Paul and the Roman soldier chained to him knew it; yet, for Onesimus to return home meant possible 
execution,  if not from Philemon, certainly from the many slave catchers who made a living capturing 
and returning slaves to their rightful owner — dead or alive, it made no difference! 
 
And yet there is another issue here that trumped both of the previous concerns, the Kingdom of God and 
the peace which Christ died to create! 
 
The Pax Romana, the peace of Rome, was understood to be a gift that a Caesar gave to Rome. As such, 
you wouldn’t want to be the governor of a land in which rebellion broke out.  This no doubt is why Pilate 
acted the way he did when it came to Christ. Pilate knew that if rebellion broke out in Palestine while he 
was in charge, he would pay severely. 
 
Brothers and sisters, Christ also brought His people into a time of peace, peace with God and peace with 
one another.36 Accordingly we are called to go to great lengths to “keep the peace of Christ” regardless 
of the cost to oneself. 
 

Romans 12:18-19, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” 

 
How highly ought we to prize peace!  In fact, it is so important Paul gives here the “secret” that is 
necessary to be at peace with one another: entrusting ourselves to God!  Yes you may have been 
wronged, but God is your satisfaction! Give it to the Lord.  Thus to a church ravished by biting and 
devouring and selfishness, Paul wrote these words: 
 

1 Corinthians 6:7-8, “Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one 
with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be 

                                                 
35 Dr. 23J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, Reprint ed. London: Macmillan and Co., 1879, 
1892, reprint, Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1959, page 314  
36 Compare Ephesians 2:14-16 
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defrauded?  Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.” 
 
To a church fighting for personal vindication, Paul essentially said, “Christ’s peace is more important 
than even your rights, property, or wealth. Rather be wrong than violate it! Thus Christ taught that 
reconciliation is even more important than worship! 
 

Matthew 5:23-24, “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee;  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 

 
This is not to say that we should skip worship if we are in a fight with someone.  Rather it is to say, 
“Because worship is so important, don’t you dare remain alienated from a brother or sister in Christ! 
Make peace quickly that you might worship God freely!” 
 
Many more verses we could quote- all of which would demonstrate that in Onesimus’ case a more 
crucial element was involved than just the Roman laws that he had broken!  Onesimus was alienated 
from a Philemon, and nothing was more important than their reconciliation, not even Onesimus’ life, if 
it came to that! 
 
Accordingly, Paul entrusted Onesimus to the Lord. Together with Tychicus,37 Onesimus was sent back 
to Colossae by Paul bearing not only the epistle to the Colossians, but this letter as well!  This is the 
Occasion of this Epistle- which brings us to place this Epistle has in our lives today. 

The Place of this Epistle in our Lives 
From this we see that Philemon is a multifaceted letter boasting of at least three important themes. 

It is an Epistle of Redemption 
In Rome it was possible to grant a slave his freedom, but first there was the requisite ceremony of 
manumission.  During the ceremony the purchase price for the slave’s freedom was ceremonially given 
to the gods.   In the process, the statement was being made that no longer was such and such a slave of 
a man; he now was a slave of the gods, and so free from the claims of man!  Now the used of this process 
was this:  Redemption! 
 
Redemption was defined as this: to buy out of slavery.  And isn’t this what had happened with 
Onesimus? 
 
He was bought out of slavery, NOT by a ceremonial token given by a man, BUT by Christ Himself!  
Christ offered the purchase price which thereby freed this man from his sin.  In light of this, ought not 
Philemon who himself had been redeemed receive Onesimus NOT as his runaway slave BUT as his 
brother? 
 
Indeed Philemon is an epistle of Redemption.  It is an epistle which is acted out every time we not only 
forgive a brother or sister who has wronged us BUT more importantly, every time we approach God in 
worship or prayer. 
 
Do you realize that God is the judge of the universe with whom we have to do!  Someday we all will 
                                                 
37 Compare Colossians 4:7-9 
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stand before God and bear account for all that we have done, thought, or said much like Onesimus before 
Philemon. 
 
Yet we must see that if we are in Christ Jesus, we approach the judge- King Jesus NOT as a slave of sin 
BUT as His brother. 
 

Matthew 12:50, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” 

 
And so to everyone here who might fear God on account of their sin, let me repeat the words which Paul 
no doubt told Onesimus many times before he left:  Don’t be concerned. Your judge, Philemon, the one 
with whom you have to do, he is your brother!  There shall be no condemnation! 
 
Such is the theme of this epistle, and with it the exhortation which arises from this book in our lives 
today! 
 

It is an Epistle of a Bold Trust in God 
Imagine escaping from a miserable existence and then being redeemed by God and given a place in 
heaven, the hope of salvation, only to be sent back into peril again. 
 

• What if you were captured on the way?   
• What if Philemon’s love for Christ had waned?  
• What if Philemon valued justice over love? 

 
On many fronts, Onesimus was sent on a perilous journey with but one hope and trust, the grace and 
protection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
To read this epistle is to imagine a sweat soaked parchment being held in trembling hands as Onesimus 
handed the letter over to a questioning Philemon.  It is beholding a life hanging in the balance.  It is to 
gaze upon Onesimus standing before a sinful man who held in his hand the power of life and death. 
 
Indeed, as we think of Onesimus we gain new insight into Peter’s words where he exhorted the child of 
God to “entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right” (1 Peter 4:19).  
 
And yet brothers and sisters, as we live out our days in the flesh, does not Providence at times place us 
in potentially harmful situations? 
 

• Facing a boss who may not like us.  
• Serving in a job which is less than ideal.   
• Living with a spouse who does not have our best in mind.   
• Disciplining a child in rebellion.   
• Suffering with a declining health. 

 
What is our calling? Could it be any less than that to which Onesimus was bound? 
 
It is giving ourselves to a Lord who has our best interests in mind! 
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Truly to read this epistle is to be challenged to serve the Lord faithfully, regardless of what may be 
against us. 

It is an Epistle of Emancipation 
Recall that one of the ways Rome dealt with its debtors was NOT through bankruptcy, BUT a thing 
called “Debtors Prison.”  In Christ’s day if you owed a debt which you could not repay, you were thrown 
in prison until you paid your debt.  On the cell door would hang a “Certificate of Debt” detailing what 
you owed and to whom you owed it. 
 
Now if you had a rich family member who paid your debt, you would be released from prison and given 
the certificate of debt on which would be written, “Tetelestai”- meaning, “Paid in full.”  It is this that 
Paul had in mind when he wrote in Colossians, a letter which by the way Onesimus would also have 
carried with him. 
 

Colossians 2:13-14, “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath 
he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross.” 

 
What did Christ cry out while He hung on the cross? 
 

John 19:30, “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished [tetelestai]: and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.” 

 
Brothers and sisters, is not Philemon a letter detailing Onesimus’ certificate of debt across which Paul 
wrote, “Paid in full?” 
 
Indeed it is! And more importantly it contains the words which Christ Himself said to the Father on our 
behalf when He hung on the cross.  Listen to this verse as if it was spoken by Christ to the Father 
concerning you: 
 

Philemon 17-19, “If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.  If he hath wronged 
thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;  I  [Christ] have written it with mine own hand, 
I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.” 

 
What a glorious epistle awaiting our examination! In the coming weeks as we study this epistle together, 
may we together grow in our trust in God, our love for one another, and our appreciation for the 
redemption we have received in Christ! 
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VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these 
notes can be found at Introduction to Philemon.    The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  
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