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But God… 
John 11:47-57

BI: There is no greater truth to encourage us to live for Christ in an increasingly 
hostile world than this: God is Sovereign.
      If you are keeping up with the news at all you understand that Christianity in general 
and Christian people in particular are being pushed further and further to the fringes of 
society.  What used to be a nation founded on Christian values and principles is  very 
rapidly become a land that holds those same values and the people who embrace them in 
utter  contempt.  Whether  the  question  involves  abortion,  gay  marriage,  science  and 
evolution,  sex education,  or  even something as  mundane as  gender  specific restroom 
facilities,  the  biblical  Christian  point  of  view is  becoming the  object  of  ridicule  and 
personal hostility. Moreover, the outcome of some recent court cases makes it clear that 
sometimes taking a stand on the clear teaching of Scripture may actually land you in jail!
     The reality is, there are forces at work in this world that are actively seeking the 
suppression and destruction of Christianity. And as we see this trend play out further and 
further as the years go by it may provoke us to ask questions like, Will Christianity be 
pushed to the ash heap of history in our time? Is there any chance that it will be able to 
survive the next 50 to 100 years of growing opposition? 
     Well if we inform our answer to such questions based on the nightly news or current 
societal  trends,  then  our  answer  will  be  doubtful  at  best.  But  there  is  another,  more 
biblical way to think about the world’s hostility to Jesus and those who follow Him. And 
it is all wrapped up in two little words from Scripture: “But God.” 
     These two words communicate a world of hope and comfort to the people of God. 
Sometimes  we  are  tempted  to  despair  in  circumstances  that  appear  hopeless.  There 
appears to be NOT a single, plausible resolution. But God. You see, God is not bound by 
anything.  No  political  powers,  no  financial  need,  no  illness,  disease  or  plague,  no 
“tribulation or distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or sword” can thwart God’s 
sovereign governance of all that exists. Our hope for the future is not in man and not in 
this world. Because no matter how bad things appear, there is always something upon 
which we can infallibly set our hope…“But God.”
    Let me illustrate from Scripture.  

• When Jacob’s sons were fearful that their brother would take revenge on them for selling 
him into slavery, Joseph said (Gen. 50:20), “You meant evil against me, “But God” meant 
it for good.”

• In Exodus it seemed the Egyptian army would certainly slaughter God’s people at the Red 
Sea (Ex. 14:13), “But God” sent a wind to part the sea enabling them to cross on dry land. 

• It looked as if the Israelites were going to die of thirst in the desert of Sinai (Ex. 17:6), 
“But God” split open a rock and water gushed from it! Water from a rock? Who knew?



    You see,  beloved,  God is  not  passively watching over  the affairs  of  men from a 
distance. He is actively involved in every detail, bending, shaping, and intervening in the 
thoughts and actions of men to bring human history to His appointed goal.
    The author of Proverbs was right: “Man makes his plans, but the Lord directs his 
steps” (Prov. 16:9). You see, beloved, one of the most precious truths for the Christian life 
is that our God is sovereign. He “rules over the powers of heaven and the people of earth 
and no one can hold back His hand or say to Him, ‘What have you done?’” (Dan. 4:35).
     I believe there is no greater demonstration of this truth than what we find in the 
passage before us this morning; namely, John 11:47-57. Let’s stand together and read this 
text. 
     You may remember from all the way back in the first chapter of this Gospel that it is 
written (1:11): “He came unto His own and His own people did not receive Him.” We 
have seen this played out already in John’s Gospel, but here it really comes to a head. The 
raising of Lazarus convinced the Jewish religious leaders that they had to take more 
drastic action if they were ever to get rid of Jesus. 
    In the previous verses, John tells us about some who believed in Jesus after He raised 
Lazarus from the dead. Now John speaks of those who responded in hostile unbelief. And 
if we look closely at what John reveals, we will see this truth played out; that man makes 
his plans, but the sovereign God directs his steps.
    Consider the plan of the Jewish leaders. 

I. The Sanhedrin plans to murder Jesus: (47-50) 
1. Read v. 47-48
2. The Jewish leaders were not won over by the fact that Jesus could raise the dead. They 
should have embraced Him as their long-awaited Messiah but instead, the convened a 
council. 

A. The counsel was made up of Chief priests, Pharisees and elders of the people of Israel. 
“Most large Jewish communities had a Sanhedrin or local court, but the supreme or great 
Sanhedrin was located in Jerusalem.”  These were Israel’s national and religious leaders. 1

This group of leaders was sometimes called “the Senate of the sons of Israel” (Acts. 
5:21). These were the men who established the official rules and interpreted the Mosaic 
law respecting relevant questions and disputes among the people. Whenever they had a 
really important subject to discuss or problem to solve they would meet together as a 
body in what was known as the Council Chamber (Luke 22:66). 

B. For example, after the resurrection Peter healed a man in the temple and preached that 
Jesus had risen. For that, both he and John were arrested and put in jail until the council 
could be convened to decide what to do with them (Acts 4:15).

C. Later, the apostles were all arrested and put in jail until the council could be called. But an 
angel of the Lord released them in the night. So the council guard had to go find them and 
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arrest them again in the Temple to bring them back to stand before the council where they 
were flogged and warned to stop preaching in the name of Jesus.

D. It was in this same counsel chamber that the leaders of Israel condemned Stephen and had 
him dragged to the edge of the city to be stoned to death.

E. Even the apostle Paul was forced to stand before the council. When the Jews secretly 
planned to murder him, Paul appealed to Rome and was taken away to safety.

2. It was this same Council or “Senate,” that was convening in the chamber to discuss the 
fate of Jesus.  His healings and teachings for the past three years had convinced many 
that He was the promised messiah. That's why they say (48) “If we let him go on like this, 
all men will believe in Him.”
3. The council took that as a direct threat. They lived in constant fear that someone like 
Jesus would come along and stir up messianic expectations resulting in an uprising 
against Rome. They knew their history. They remembered that God had once raised up 
the Babylonians to come and destroy Jerusalem and the temple. After they returned to the 
land and rebuilt the temple, Antiochus Epiphanes came (161 BC) and attacked Jerusalem 
again. It was a terrible slaughter. A historical account in the apocryphal book 2 
Maccabees records the following: 

When these happenings were reported to the king, he thought that Judea was in 
revolt. Raging like a wild animal, he set out from Egypt and took Jerusalem by storm. 
He ordered his soldiers to cut down without mercy those whom they met and to slay 
those who took refuge in their houses. There was a massacre of young and old, a 
killing of women and children, a slaughter of virgins and infants. In the space of three 
days, eighty thousand were lost, forty thousand meeting a violent death, and the same 
number being sold into slavery.  2

4. They had good reason to believe that Rome would respond in a similar way. That’s 
what they meant by (48) “The Romans will come and take away our place and our 
nation.” Jesus simply had to be stopped. But their strategies thus far to discredit Jesus 
and condemn Him had all failed. In their minds some decisive action had to be taken to 
get rid of Him once and for all. But what could be done?
Read v. 49-50
5. The apostle John, reflecting on this incident points out that “In that year” Caiaphas was 
high priest. Now we know that high priests usually held their office for more than one 
year. In fact, Caiaphas was high priest for 18 years. So when John says “in that year” he 
must mean, “in that fateful year.” That is, the year when Jesus accomplished the world’s 
salvation. In that year of all years it was Joseph Caiaphas who was high priest.  (Morris, 3

503). 
6. Apparently, Caiaphas was a rude and contemptuous sort of man. He looks at the fretful 
Pharisees and exclaims, “You know nothing at all!” But this was the typical style of the 
Saducees. Josephus once remarked that, “The Sadducees… are, even among themselves, 
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rather boorish in their behavior, and in their intercourse with their peers are as rude as 
aliens.”4

7. Caiaphas’s solution was to get rid of Jesus permanently; To kill Him - To murder Him. 
He viewed Jesus death as a sacrifice that was necessary for the welfare of the nation and 
its leaders.  Tom Constable notes that “Caiaphas viewed Jesus as a scapegoat whose 
sacrifice would guarantee the life of Israel’s leaders. But God viewed Jesus as a lamb who 
would die to guarantee the life of believers. Ironically, Jesus’ death would condemn these 
unbelieving leaders, not save them.  5

8. At this point in the story it seems that the future of Christianity as a whole is about to 
be crushed before it even begins. I mean, the highest authority in Israel has just put a hit 
on Jesus and is mobilizing all available assets to make sure it gets done! In fact, the text 
reveals that Caiaphas not only mobilized the entire Council of Pharisees and Saducees 
(and presumably the temple police force) but he has also (57) “given orders that if 
anyone knew where Jesus was, he was to report it, so that they might seize Him.” This 
truly was a hopeless problem! Spies are literally everywhere! If Jesus so much as sets 
foot in or around Jerusalem, they’ve got Him. Its just a matter of time, right?
9. “But God…”  Remember Prov. 16:9, “Man makes his Plans, but the Lord directs his 
steps.” The first point was, The Sanhedrin plans to murder Jesus.” Point 2…

II. But God determined to redeem the Lost: (51-53) 
1. Read 51-52 
2. You see, God is absolutely active in the affairs of men even to the point that sometimes 
when a man is saying one thing, God is actually using him to say something else entirely. 
3.  Caiaphas  was  not  meaning  to  speak  a  prophesy  about  God’s  purposes  in  the 
substitutionary death of His Son. Frankly, he was nothing more than a ruthless politician 
who willing to have others murdered to achieve his own goal. Maybe he had learned this 
from  Roman politicians were often willing to make a sacrifice of the other guy. In any 
case, Caiaphas made it clear that the plan was to murder Jesus, and he would stop at 
nothing to achieve it. But God…

4. What we see here is an example of unintended prophesy. Caiaphas spoke God’s will 
even though he didn’t realize it. In his mind he was simply making a case for why Jesus 
needed to be killed. He was exercising his own will to accomplish his own selfish ends. 
He had no idea that a Sovereign God was also using his word to reveal the Father’s 
purpose for the death of His son.  But this isn’t the first time in Scripture where we see 
unintentional prophesy.  
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A. Num. 11:25  “Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to [Moses]; and He took of the 
Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy elders. And when the Spirit rested 
upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do it again.”

B. 1 Samuel 10:10  “When [young Saul and his servant] came to the hill there, behold, a group of 
prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon [Saul] mightily, so that he prophesied among 
them.”

C. 1 Samuel 19:20 “Then Saul sent messengers to take David, but when they saw the company of the 
prophets prophesying, with Samuel standing and  presiding over them, the Spirit  of God came 
upon the messengers of Saul; and they also prophesied.” 

D. 1 Samuel 19:23 “He [Saul] proceeded there to [arrest David in],  Naioth in Ramah; and the Spirit 
of God came upon him also so that he went along prophesying continually.” 

E. Zacharias (father of John the Baptist) also prophesied spontaneously when God returned his ability 
to speak at the naming of His son, John the Baptist (Luke 1:67-79).

F. Mary, likewise, prophesied spontaneously when she entered the home of her cousin Elizabeth. Her 
prophesy is commonly called the “Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-55). 

5. You see, Caiaphas thought he had sovereign control (like Nebuchadnezzar). But God 
proved who was really sovereign by using him to prophesy God’s purpose for having His 
Son executed; namely, to be the substitutionary sacrifice that would pay for the sins of the 
children of God and gather them into one body. And not Just Israel, but men and women, 
boys and girls scattered through all nations. 

A. As a significant side note, we should NOT overlook the fact that the language here 
points very definitely to a substitutionary death. Either the nation dies or Jesus 
dies. But if He dies the nation lives; it is his life instead of theirs.”  6

B. As the apostle John would write later (1 Jon. 2:2)  “He Himself is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.”

C. Caiaphas was thinking only of the Jewish people. But Jesus had already explained 
that His gospel and His kingdom were NOT only for the Jew. John 10:16 “I have 
other sheep which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear 
my voice, and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”  

Read v. 53
6. The official decision of the Council that night was to murder Jesus. In this one meeting 
the counsel put Jesus on trial, found him guilty, and sentenced Him to die without any 
due process, the hearing of witnesses or the testimony of the accused. This was a 
kangaroo court if there ever was one.  And from the disciple’s perspective it must have 
seemed absolutely hopeless… But God…
7. The Sanhedrin made their plans, but the Lord directed their steps. They would indeed 
kill Jesus, and they would do it with evil intent. But by doing so they would be 
accomplishing the very plan of God to redeem a world of sinners and draw them into one 
body, the “body of Christ” the church. 

 Morris. 5046



8. Here’s how the apostle Peter explained it at Pentecost (Acts 2:23-28, 
this Man [Jesus],  delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 “But 
God  raised  Him  up  again,  putting  an  end  to  the  agony  of  death,  since  it  was 
impossible for Him to be held in its power. 

Again we read (Acts 4:27–28)
“For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom 
You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

9. You see beloved, the situation seemed desperate and hopeless… “But God…” And this 
was not the only time God intervened in this way with Jesus. 

III. The Sanhedrin planned to Kill Jesus after Passover. 
1. Verse 55 says, “Now the Passover of the Jews was near.” But we also read in Matt. 
26:4-5, “and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 5 But they were 
saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.” 

2. So you see, their plan was to arrest and kill Him AFTER the feast of Passover so that it 
wouldn’t stir up the crowd. But God… God’s plan was for Jesus to die at exactly the time 
when all the Passover lambs were being slaughtered for the feast. Why? Because Jesus 
was the “lamb of God” who came to take away the sins of the world.
3. And consider this, before this time Jesus’ enemies attempted to kill him Before God’s 
prescribed time. 

A. First, Herod sent his soldiers to kill all the baby boys in and around Bethlehem to 
make sure He got him. But God sent an angel to warn Joseph to escape to Egypt 
(Matt. 2:13).

B. When Jesus began his ministry in the Synagogue of his home town by reading 
from the scroll about the Messiah and then claimed that He was the fulfillment, 
they grabbed him and took Him to the edge of town to throw Him all a cliff. But 
God… enabled Him to escape their grasp.

C. In fact, there were so many times the Jewish authorities declared that they wanted 
to kill him that he became known as (Jn. 7:25), “Him who they seek to kill.”

4. But God… God’s plan overruled the plans of men. He would not be killed before the 
appointed feast of Passover nor after it. God would actually used the very men trying to 
Kill Jesus as the instruments by which He accomplished His redemptive purposes. They 
couldn’t kill Him before  
and after the Passover or after Passover, because God was determined to make Him the 
sacrificial Lamb whose blood would be spilt for the sin of the world at exactly the right 
time. 



5. Oh my friends, when we begin to swim in the “deep end” of redemptive history we see 
the glory of an incomprehensible God who uses even the words and works of his enemies 
to bring about the salvation He promised. 
6. It reminds me of Psalm 2, where we read, 

Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing? 2 The kings 
of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD 
and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away 
their cords from us!” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.   
(Psalm 2:1-4)

7. If you have not come to know this saving, redeeming God then this morning I urge you 
to run to Him. Fly to Him in faith trusting in the death and righteousness of Jesus Christ 
alone for the salvation you desperately need. And you do need Him. 
Paul explain in Ephesians 2, 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of 
the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)…” 

8. Do you have this salvation? Do you know this Redeemer? God would not let anything 
stand in His way to provide Him for you. And you can trust forever, no matter what 
happens in this world. 

BI: There is no greater truth to encourage us to live for Christ in an increasingly 
hostile world than this: God is Sovereign. Man makes His plans, BUT GOD directs 
his steps.


