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“Peter's Denial” 

John 18:13-27 

 
INTRO: 
 
 Have we ever failed our Lord Jesus Christ? Have we ever denied Him in difficult situations or 
have settled for being God’s secret agents when we should have been counted as one of His? 
Let me briefly tell you about John Fryth. John Fryth was an associate of Tyndale. He came back 
to England to contact someone for Tyndale. He was arrested for heresy and was put in the 
Tower of London. He was burned to death at the stake because he would not renounce his 
convictions about salvation and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Would we ever do this? If the time came that there was no other choice I hope we would be 
found faithful. In a sense this was the situation in which Peter found himself. Jesus was taken 
captive and His crucifixion was in process. If Jesus was to die, he could die also. Although none 
of the situations we face are as difficult, we still can learn much from Peter. 
  I. The Prelude for a Fall 
 II. The Fall  
III. The Restoration 
 
I. The Prelude for a Fall 
 

A.  When my mother passed away, my relatives came from all over to for her funeral. My 
Uncle Dan who was my father's best friend and who married my mother's sister came and 
in a family gathering in our motel room told a story about a camping trip that we took to 
Holland State Park right after my father went home to be with the Lord.  In this story he told 
how bad I was as a boy of eight, while we were camping. I was greatly embarrassed to hear 
how bad I had been. God in His grace did not allow me to remember this event, but by the 
same token, He did not spare me the shame. 

  
1. As ashamed as I felt in the presence of my loved ones to hear this story told of when I 
was a child, I am sure that the Apostle Peter felt even more ashamed to hear this story 
of his failure told over and over again. Yet, when he was influencing the Gospel of Mark, 
he allowed this story to be told in Mark's account of the Life of Christ. 

 
2. He insisted it be included because there are some very valuable lessons to be learned 
from what Peter experienced and because it showed our Lord's grace. 

 
B. The steps to Peter's failure begin early in the record of our Lord's last hours before the 
crucifixion.  

 
1. When the Last Passover was complete and the Lord’s Table instituted, Jesus drew 
Peter aside. The entire conversation was not recorded by John. Luke told us about it in 
Luke 22:31-34. 
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“‘And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon. Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he 
may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; 
and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.’ But [Peter] said 
to Him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.’ Then 
[Jesus] said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will 
deny three times that you know Me.’”  

The Lord Jesus warned Peter that trial was coming. Satan asked of God the Father the 
privilege of sifting Peter like wheat. This is like Job's experience. However, the Lord Jesus 
Himself had prayed for Peter that his faith not fail. 

 
2. Peter did not understand. He loved the Lord Jesus. He was determined to die 
defending Him if necessary.  

 
C. Remember Peter was the source of Mark’s Gospel. Listen to the additional material in 
Mark’s recounting.    Mark 14:29-31 

“Peter said to Him, ‘Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Truly, I say to you that today, even this night, before the rooster crows 
twice, you will deny Me three times.’ But [Peter] spoke more vehemently, ‘If I 
have to die with You, I will not deny You!’ And they all said likewise.”  

I can see Peter telling Mark, “Make sure you underline the fact that I said that emphatically.” 
We cannot fully know what was in Peter's heart when he made this assertion, yet I think that 
he was not sure the Lord understood his determination to remain faithful to Him, even if it 
meant dying for Him. Although Peter was determined to succeed, Jesus already told him in 
his determination alone he was doomed to failure. 

 
II. The Fall 
 

A. Peter’s failure began with an attempt to do exactly what he had promised he would do. 
We read in John 18:10-11; 

“Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, 
and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. So Jesus said to 
Peter, ‘Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father 
has given Me?’”  
 

1. How determined was Peter to do exactly what he had said? After all, he pulled out his 
small sword and attempted to take on the band of over 200 heavily armed soldiers. If 
we could hear Peter's thoughts, they would have been heroic.  “Now, Lord, you will see 
how I am willing to die for you!” 

 
2. Peter’s problem was not lack of determination. It was in the first place, that he did 
not understand God’s plan. Peter also did not understand himself. From this brave 
beginning everything degenerated. Instead of neatly slicing off the nearest man's head, 
all Peter manages to do is to cut off his ear. Peter was a fisherman, not a swordsman. 
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Then, before earnest Peter can continue, the Lord Jesus steps in and tells him to put his 
sword away, and then heals the damage that Peter did. 

 
3. Suddenly, all the noble thoughts and intents drain from Peter's body and he is sincerely 
and completely befuddled. What did all of this mean? What in the world was Jesus doing? 
Why did He surrender when He could have called 72,000 angels to defend Him? Peter did 
not understand and so he faded into the background to try and figure it out. 

 
B  When we see Peter again in verse 15, he is confused and not a little afraid, but he is 
persisting in following Jesus. While many criticize him for all that he does here, let us at 
least give him credit for his determination to follow the Lord. Then the test comes and as 
determined as Peter was, he was totally unprepared for what is to come.    (vs.16-17) 

“But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to 
the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter 
in. Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of 
this Man’s disciples, aren’t you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’” 
 

1. The girl who let Peter in asks him whether he is a disciple of the Lord Jesus. We do not 
know why she asks this question or if there is any challenge in it. Peter's confusion turns 
to terror, and he gives in to the fear of man and denied he knew the Lord. He who 
bravely drew his sword in the face of hundreds of heavily armed soldiers, cowered 
beneath the question of a girl. 

 
2. Having given in to that fear once, Peter continued to spiral deeper and deeper into 
the dungeon of Doubting Castle. Peter denied the Lord Jesus two more times. The last of 
the denials was in.    (vs.26-27) 

“One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, 
said, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with Him?’ Peter then denied again; and 
immediately a rooster crowed.” 
 
We learn from Peter that no matter how determined we are to be faithful to the Lord Jesus we 
can find at times ourselves failing to own Him. However, if we should fall there is a way back. 
 
III. The Restoration 
 

A. There are two things the Lord Jesus did in our text to remind Peter about what he did. 
First, we read how “Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster 
crowed.”  Right away the Lord caused the rooster to crow to remind Peter about the 
prophesy Jesus made. 
  
B. Second, we read in Luke 22:60-61; 

“Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how 
He had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’” 
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C. A little further on in John’s Gospel, the Lord Jesus would restore Peter by allowing him to 
declare three times that he loved Him. There is also a blessing we so easily overlook. In 
Luke 24:33–34, it says  

“So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
and those who were with them gathered together, saying, ‘The Lord is risen 
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’” 


