
Sermon Notes                   “Are Some Sins More Serious Than Others?”                Luke 12:41 – 48  

Let’s start with the following question this morning:  “Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous” in the sight of 
God?  (WSC 82; WLC 150, note, any sin is “heinous”)  The answer: No, some are more serious, more grievous, than others.

Since “guilt” expresses the relationship which transgressions bear to justice or to the penalty of breaking the 
law,  and  since  some  transgressions  are  more  serious  than  others,  then  committing  a  more  serious 
transgression will justly incur a greater degree of guilt and deserve a more serious penalty.

What, then, is the criterion by which God judges the seriousness of sin?  What does the Bible teach?  The Larger Catechism,  
question 151, gives us a very complete answer (referencing 112 Biblical texts).  What are those criteria?  The seriousness is  
judged according to the:

Person(s) offending
Parties offended
Nature and quality of the offense
Circumstances of time and place

Remember three sins of Moses.  He murdered the Egyptian taskmaster.  He failed to circumcise his son (Ex. 4:24-26). 
He struck the rock (Num. 20).  What was most grievous?  Here is strong proof that although God graciously forgives sin, it  
does not mean we will not have to suffer the consequences of our disobedience.  “You were a forgiving God to them, but an  
avenger of their wrongdoings” (Psa. 99:8).  

Lust in the heart of a man, an unclean look, makes a man guilty of adultery.  Yes, but is the thought as grievous as the act  
would be?  Calling a person an “empty-headed fool” makes that person guilty of “murder”.  Yes, but is the word spoken in 
anger as grievous as actually slaying him with premeditated malice?

Why is this a topic that is so little understood?  First of all, we don’t talk about “sin” very much.  “Hamartology” is not  
our first study.  But how can “Soteriology” make sense otherwise?  “What you don’t know won’t kill you.”

• This sounds “Roman Catholic” (mortal and venial sins).

• Our egalitarian view of heaven and hell.  There is a difference between many and few lashes.  We need to be able  
to explain the phrase “Saved by Grace; Judged by Works.”  Just because “all” are in heaven, or “all” are in hell does 
not mean that “all” will have equal status there.  “The more abundant the instruction, therefore, which any man has 
received, so much the greater is the ground for punishment, if he be not obedient and submissive” (Calvin).

• We think James 2:10-11 is the last word on the issue.  “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has  
become accountable for all of it.  For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not murder.’  If you do  
not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.”

Yes, do understand that any sin against a holy God “deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is to  
come” (WSC 84).  “There is no sin so small, but it deserves damnation” (WLC 15, 4), but don’t make that truth say that all  
sins are equally serious.

The greatest  affliction is  to be chosen over  the least  sin.  (Jeremiah Burroughs,  The Evil  of  Evils,  Job 36:21, sermons 
preached over a 15 month period)

…But “there is no sin so great that it can bring damnation upon those who truly repent” (WCF 15, 4).

Yes, Peter, I am talking to you disciples, and to everyone.  Will you, especially, be that wise and prudent servant who 
takes care of your fellow servants and gives them their assigned portions at the proper time?  To whom much is given, much 
will be required.


