
    From Maniac to Missionary.  Luke 8:26-39 2/22/15 #37I. Introduction.II. Satan’s power enslaves.  v. 26-27A. The demons terrorize the man who terrorizes the region. v. 27,29  Mark 5:5  Mt. 8:281. Satan seeks to destroy the image of God in mankind.  John 10:10 8:44  1 Pet. 5:82. This encounter gives Jesus opportunity to demonstrate His power and purpose. B. Freedom from God is slavery to the devil and sin.  v. 28a    1. In one sense this man was the freest person in the region.2. Satan enslaves and destroys today.  Eph. 2:1-3  Jo. 4:34  2 Pet. 2:18-19  Ro. 6:20f3. We are powerless to escape on our own.  Rom. 8:6-8  Gen. 6:5C. Many questions are not explicitly answered in the text. Deut. 29:291. We are not told how this man got into this terrible condition.  8:2 11:262. Why was there so much demonic activity in Jesus’ day?3. Does so-called demonic activity have medical causes?D. Applications.1. What should we do if we suspect demonic activity?2. We are in the midst of spiritual warfare. 1 Pet. 5:8   Eph. 6:12ff3. Beware of the enslaving power of sin.  Js. 1:14-15III. Jesus’ power sets you free.  v. 28-36A. Jesus confronts the demons. v. 28-30  1. The demons know who Jesus is (which is more than Jesus’ disciples know).        v. 28a,25b 4:3,34,41  Js. 2:19-20  Acts 16:172. The demons hate Jesus and want nothing to do with Him.  v. 28b 3. The demons acknowledge Jesus’ sovereignty over them.  v. 28c  Phil. 2:9-11 4. Why does Jesus ask their name?  v. 30B. Jesus casts out the demons.  v. 31-321. What is the abyss which the devils fear?  v. 31  Rev. 20:1-3,10 9:1-2,11  Jude 1:6  Isa. 24:21-22  Rom. 10:7  Mt. 8:292. Why does Jesus let the demons go into the pigs?   When pigs really did fly!3. The Messiah has eschatological power over evil. 4:18-19 7:22 10:17-18  Ro. 8:18ff 1 Jo. 3:8  Mt. 12:29,18  John 12:31-32  C. Again there are questions we can’t definitively answer.  Deut. 29:291. Was there a delay after Jesus commanded the spirits to depart?  v. 29a              2. What happened to the demons after this?  11:24-26      3. Can animals be possessed by demons? What about inanimate objects?4. How would you answer those who object to the slaughter of 2000 pigs?  12:6     D. The man is completely transformed.  v. 35-361. Jesus performs a great act of compassion for the former demoniac (a gentile).2. He is the opposite of what he had been when he was under the devil’s power. 3. He appears to have been truly saved.  v. 36b,38a  7:38 10:39  4. This former demoniac is a picture of the transformation Jesus makes in the livesof those whom He saves.  Rom. 6:14-18  2 Co. 5:17  1 Co. 6:9-11



E. Applications.1. It is possible to know who Jesus is and yet to remain God’s enemy. v. 28 2. Hell is such a terrible place that the devil and his demons are terrified of it.  v. 313. We do not need to be fearful of demonic powers because Jesus is with us.  Js. 4:7 1 Jo. 5:18  2 Thess. 3:34. We share in Jesus’ victory over the forces of evil.  Ro. 8:37-39 16:20   5. Jesus is able to set anyone free. 6. This whole scene is a picture of divine election.  v. 22  19:10  IV. What is your response to Jesus’ power?  v. 37-39A. The report of Jesus’ mighty work spreads throughout the region. v. 34-36  Mark 8:34B. The people insist that Jesus depart from them.  v. 37   1. How should they have responded?  5:26  Ro. 12:15   2. Why do the people want Jesus to leave? 4:42  Mark 5:16 Acts 16:16,19 19:23ff      3. They find Jesus more threatening than the demoniac.  John 3:19  Acts 16:394. In the end they are more enslaved to sin than the demoniac.  2 Co. 4:4C. The former demoniac wants to follow Jesus.  v. 38-39  1. He who was once the most enslaved man in town is now the most free.2. It is ironic that Jesus agrees to the requests of the demons and the godless peopleof the region, but not to the good request of the saved man.3. Why doesn’t Jesus allow the former demoniac follow him? 8:2 4. Jesus shows mercy to the community by leaving a missionary behind to proclaimwhat God has done.  Mark 5:20  5. Why does the Lord set this man free to tell others what Jesus had done whenothers were told to stay quiet?   5:14  6. He is with Jesus now!D. Application.1. Signs, wonders and miracles will not save people. 16:31 11:29  1 Co. 1:222. Many today are afraid of what they might lose if they chose to follow Jesus.   3. God may not answer your prayers as you wish, even if your motives are good.  4. God has different callings for different people.  John 21:21-225. Everyone whom Christ has saved has a wonderful story to tell.  Mt. 28:19-20V. Concluding applications.
Discussion questions1. In what ways does this story relate to the previous incident in which Jesus calmed the sea?2. How does the demoniac portray the general condition of fallen humanity?3. In what more subtle ways does sin enslave and destroy?4. Are demons active today? If so, what should we do about them?5. Why did Jesus allow the demons to go into the swine?6. What is the main thing we should learn about Jesus from this miracle?7. How does the former demoniac portray what happens when Jesus saves us?8. Why do the people insist that Jesus leave their region?9. Why won’t Jesus allow the former demoniac to follow Him?


