
“Believing the Word of Christ”
                                                                             John 4:46-54                 GJ#20    2-24-13

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ authoritative word invites our faith.

           1.  Our Lord Jesus Christ Calls for Faith in Himself      vv. 46-49
           2.  Our Lord Jesus Christ Nurtures Faith in Himself     vv. 50-53

1.  Our Lord Jesus Christ Calls for Faith in Himself                   vv. 46-49
 
    (1) The Need and the Appeal                  
                  “There was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.
          -1- Desperation          When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, 
             he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son,
           - Social status of no use!            for he was at the point of death.”
 - No remedy possible!

 - A quick journey up from Capernaum                             
 - Imploring Jesus                        
                            

          -2- A Weak and Incomplete Faith                      

 - He does believe that Jesus can heal his son.
 - He does not grasp who Jesus is
 - To some degree merely taken up with the signs
 - Assumes Jesus must be physically present in order to heal

    (2) A Rebuke                                                                       “Then Jesus said to him, 
                     ‘Unless you people see signs and wonders 
          - True faith is not taken up with the sign                         you will by no means believe.’ ”

 It perceives the significance of the sign.
 It understands that to which the sign points!

           - Our Lord calls for faith in Himself!



2.  Our Lord Jesus Christ Nurtures Faith in Himself                   vv. 50-53
 
    (1) A Gracious Declaration                       “Jesus said to him, 
                             ‘Go your way; your son lives.’ ”
          - His authority sufficient!
          - No need to be present!
          - He does not quench the smoking flax!
          

    (2) Faith in Jesus’ Word                                  “So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, 
                   and he went his way.”
          - Faith finds its true object
          - To believe in Christ’s Word is to believe in Him
          - The warrant of faith is the Word of Christ

 

    (3) Faith Confirmed               (51-53a)                    “And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, 
       saying, ‘Your son lives!’ 
                Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. 
                  And they said to him, ‘Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.’ 
                So the father knew that it was the same hour in which Jesus said to him, 
             ‘Your son lives.’”

          - The report of the servants:    “Your son lives!”

          - Healing brought precisely at the time of the Lord’s pronouncement

    (4) Full Faith Realized                                                     “And he himself believed, 
                                       and his whole household.”
          - Faith in the Person of Christ

          - cf. Jn. 2:11

Sometimes the most wonderful things can be happening right in front of us, and we are “clueless.”



 The disciples of our Lord needed eyes of faith in order to see clearly.
 We need eyes of faith in order to see clearly!

We had considered already the beginning of this story in chapter 4
Our Lord and the disciples had stopped by a well in Samaria. 
 The disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. 
 Meanwhile, the Savior had engaged this solitary woman in conversation.

 The Savior is seeking out the lost!
 He offered to this woman – to this thirsty soul – living water whereby she would never thirst again.
 Living water which He alone can provide to the soul.
 He has sought her out; He has been drawing her out.
 And things reach their “peak” in vv. 25-26 where our Lord plainly reveals to the woman His identity as Messiah.
 And she is indeed being drawn to faith and drawn into the kingdom

Yes, sometimes the most wonderful things can be happening right in front of us, and we are entirely blind to them.
A most wonderful thing was happening right before the disciples’ eyes, but they were too blind to see it!
 - They were blinded by their prejudice
 - They were blinded by their too-little view of God’s redeeming purpose
 - And they were preoccupied with getting to where they really want to go

To the disciples of our Lord, there was nothing desirable about Samaria!

 To them Samaria was just a place one had to pass through in order to get to where you really wanted to be.
 To them, the Samaritans were a worthless people. Sinners. Half-breeds. Those of a false and apostate religion.

 Furthermore it was the hottest time of the day.
 They were weary and they were hungry.

 Stopping by this well in Samaria was like stopping at a rest stop that only has water and outside toilets.
 Like stopping at a rest stop in Odell, or in Peotone, when you’re on your way to somewhere you think to be more interesting 
                     or 
important.

But the Savior of the world is here!
The Savior of the world has come to Samaria!
It is the Savior of the world, tired and thirsty, who sits by the well, and that, brothers and sisters, makes all the difference!

Here are the beginnings of a great harvest of souls, but the disciples do not have eyes to see it.
 *To the eye of reason everything respecting the conversion of others is as dark as midnight.*
 The disciples do not have eyes to see.
 Thankfully our Savior has eyes to see it and more than that, He has the power to bring it about!  
 All they really needed to see was Who it is who was sitting by this well!

We see here our Lord Jesus Christ beginning a great harvest – the beginnings of a world-wide harvest.

      1.  The Savior’s Zeal and Delight in the Work of Redemption     vv. 27-34
      2.  The Savior’s Encouraging Words about the Harvest     vv. 35-38

1.  The Savior’s Zeal and Delight in the Work of Redemption                  vv. 27-34
 
    (1) Much is Going On, but the Disciples can’t see it!      (27) “At this point His disciples came, 
             and they marveled that He talked with a woman; 
              yet no one said, ‘What do you seek?’ 
                       or ‘Why are You talking with her?’”
          They are“Clueless”                            



           - They don’t ask the question, but they’re thinkin’ it!      “they marveled that He talked with a woman”
       “Why is He talking with this woman?” 

  - They are blinded by their prejudice
  - They are blinded by their too-little view of God’s redeeming purpose
  - They’re preoccupied with getting to where they really want to go

 - They are blinded by their prejudice with respect to the Samaritans:
        They can neither see nor can they anticipate anything of redeeming value coming in this setting

 - They are blinded by their prejudice with respect to whom they think is significant:  

       Here is a woman! A Samaritan woman!  And one of questionable reputation! 
       “Why is the Lord wasting time talking to a woman?”

 - They are blinded by their too-little view of God’s redeeming purpose

 So they think: “This is all so pointless, so insignificant!”
           “Surely there are better things to be about!” 
           “Better things to occupy our time!    …Like lunch!”

    “Let’s eat lunch and then get on with our trip.
   “Away from here! Away from this dry, God-forsaken place! On to Galilee!”
   “Let’s get home! Let’s pick up the pace!”

 - They’re preoccupied with getting to where they really want to go, and so they can’t see what’s right in front of them. 

But our Savior is undeterred by fleshly barriers and conventions.
He is not preoccupied with the temporal. He is occupied with the eternal!
He is about the Father’s business!
He has sought out this woman.
In grace He has been drawing her out, offering the water of life.

    (2) Much is Going On, and Our Lord Sees it Very Clearly!

          -1- Here is the beginning of a great work!   vv.28-29   “The woman then left her waterpot, 
                         went her way into the city, and said to the men, 
 - And things are happening fast now!                                            ‘Come, see a Man who told me all things I ever did. 
 - The Savior is at work, you see!                              Could this be the Christ?’ ” 

 - Note for just a moment the beauty and power of the woman’s invitation:
   “Come! See a Man who told me all things I ever did!”
    (Come and see HIM!)

          -2- The Samaritans are about to flood to Christ!   v. 30      “Then they went out of the city and came to Him.”

 “went out” Gk. 2nd aor. ind. – at once and in a rush
 “were coming to Him”   a procession

 And all of this is happening in …Samaria!!   Imagine that!

    (3) Our Lord has Deep Satisfaction in His Redeeming Work!                 

          -1- Meanwhile, the disciples are clueless.            31           “In the meantime His disciples urged Him, 
                   saying, ‘Rabbi, eat.”

          -2-  Our Lord is wonderfully “preoccupied”!            32          “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”

 - He is wonderfully “focused”
 - He sees with perfect clarity the priorities of the kingdom



 - Doing the will of God; doing the will of the Father is like food to Him:
  Deeply satisfying!
  Pleasurable!          “Oh food?  I have food to eat which you don’t know about!”    (Who can think of lunch 
                       at a time like this?)
  
 The disciples have no idea what our Lord is talking about:              “the disciples said to one another, 
         ‘Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?’”

          - His soul satisfied in doing the will of the Father                     34       “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, 
                and to finish His work.”
 - See our Lord’s zeal in seeking out the lost!
 - See His unwavering purpose!   His undiminished focus!

 - Our zeal is often lacking!  We are taken aside, distracted by many things!
     Our Lord is never taken aside!
     We are to take heart in His purpose, in His zeal.

It is because of HIS ZEAL that there is a harvest.
It is because of HIS ZEAL that there is any harvest
It is because of HIS ZEAL that there is a great harvest

And so consider:
2.  The Savior’s Encouraging Words about the Harvest                                 vv. 35-38

Yes, when the Savior of the world comes on the scene, everything changes!

Ah, but what about dry, barren, God-forsaken Samaria?    Can anything good come about in Samaria?

 All that appears to be happening is that this woman who’s had a miserable life 
 has come alone to draw water in the heat of the day!

But when the Savior of the world comes into dry and barren Samaria, everything changes!!
    There will be no waiting between sowing and harvest!
    These disciples have the privilege of entering into the final harvest!

    (1) Because the Savior of the world is present, there will be No waiting between sowing and harvest!   (35-36)

          -1- The ‘norm’ expressed in a well-known proverb              “Do you not say, 
               ‘There are still four months 
 - i.e., “You must wait for the harvest!  Patience!”                         and then comes the harvest’ ?”
          “We just sowed. You’ve got a long way to go ‘til harvest!”

  That’s how it is: you sow; you wait a long time, and then harvest comes.
  That all changes when the Savior of the world is present!

          -2- Look!  The harvest is already here!                    “Behold, I say to you,
                             lift up your eyes and look at the fields, 
 -“I have just sowed, and we’re about to reap!”                               for they are already white for harvest!”
 - Apparently crowds of Samaritans were approaching across the fields!

          -3- Sower and Reaper meet!  And rejoice together!             “And he who reaps receives wages, 
          and gathers fruit for eternal life,
 - So it is when the Savior of the world has come!     that both he who sows and he who reaps 
                  may rejoice together.”



 - The Sower and the reaper bump into each other in the same field!

    (2) Because the Savior of the world is present, these disciples – we – Have entered into the ‘Final Harvest’ 
                            (37-38)
          -1- Our Lord cites another common proverb that in this case does apply!            “For in this the saying is true: 
                                          ‘One sows and another reaps.’ ”
 Its meaning:   One does the hard work and another gets the fun work!
                        One does the hard work and another reaps the benefits!
        

                   “I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; 
          others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”
          -2-“Yours is the privilege of reaping in the ‘super-harvest’!” 
 - All of the promises of God to redeem are now coming into their own
 - All that the prophets had foretold in this regard
 - All for which they had waited!
 - When the Savior of the world comes, everything changes!
 - When the Savior of the world is present, that changes everything!

And so in dry, barren, godless Samaria, persons flood to Christ!

Further Application      

1. Brothers and sisters, to the eye of reason, everything respecting the conversion of others is as dark as midnight.
 We need eyes of faith.
 We need eyes to see Who it is who was sitting alone by that well in that spiritual wilderness in the heat of the day, 

 That is the first lesson and the primary one.  We need to see Christ!  See HIS ZEAL TO SAVE.  And trust in HIS ZEAL!

2. With respect to persons:  We dare not think:   “This is an insignificant person.”   
 To the Savior that woman who approached the well on that day was a most significant person! 
 Here was one for whom He would die!  And for a host of others that the disciples considered “insignificant persons”

3. Brothers and sisters, we dare not think, “This is an insignificant place.”  - a place the Lord has no interest in
               a place in which He is unlikely to work 
   All that matters is that Jesus Christ is present!
         (This has big ramifications for our church planting)

4. Don’t ever stop praying for your loved ones and your work mates and your neighbors who do not know Christ!
    Don’t ever stop praying!
 You bring them again and again to the throne of God. 
 You bring them again and again to your Savior who sat by that lonely well in that spiritual wilderness in the heat of the day.
 Your bring them to your Savior who is now enthroned, and delights to dispense His saving power!

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; 
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.    1 Thessalonians 5:23ff


