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“WALKING IN THE SHADOW OF THE ANTICHRIST”  

“The End of the World – Part 2” (Daniel 12:4-13) 

The last section of Daniel 12 is more of a postscript after the long vision that has been revealed 
to the old prophet.  
 
But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, 

and knowledge shall be increased. (v4) 
 
The angel gave Daniel specific instructions as to what he should do after receiving this awesome 
vision, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end….” This is not 
a command to hide the truth of this prophecy but to preserve it so it will be available to future 
generations, especially for those living in the last days when the GTP begins. For those people 
living in “the time of the end….” will particularly need the truth of this prophecy to guide them 
when the world is in chaos. The “seal” here is more to do with authenticating it as a revelation 
received by Daniel the Prophet so that it could be preserved and trusted by those in the future as 
the divinely inspired Word of God. God is the One who inspires and preserves every last one of 
the Words of Scripture for all generations.  

Some think the expression, “shut up the words” is a reference to the fact that the full 
interpretation of this vision will not become apparent until the end times arises. Then that 
generation of both Jews (and Gentiles) who compare the current events with the revelation of 
Daniel’s sealed prophecies will understand the times they are living in, “When ye therefore shall see 
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand:)” (Matt. 24:15)  
 When the cataclysmic judgments of the GTP come upon the world and the Antichrist 
takes control, the Jewish people will be in a great crisis. All hope will appear to be gone when the 
great persecution of the last 1,260 days of the seven-year GTP arises. Many will seek answers. 
This panic will drive them to scour the planet for revelation, “many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased.” This is probably the timeframe mentioned in the prophecy of Amos, 
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD God, that I will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the 
east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 
(Amos 8:11-12) 

 
The speed of travel and speed of accessibility to knowledge has accelerated greatly in the last 50 
years. In less than a day we now can “wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east.” We 
live in a time when knowledge is growing exponentially, especially since the advent of the 
Internet. A quick “Google search” on our smartphone provides facts on a scale unimaginable 
even a few years ago. It is said that by the end of World War II knowledge was doubling every 25 
years. Today on average human knowledge is doubling every 13 months. IBM estimates that 
soon knowledge will double every 12 hours. Children are taught facts in kindergarten today that 
50 years ago were taught in University. Not surprisingly the term “information overload” has 
become common in recent years. 
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If we take Amos 8:11-12 and Daniel 12:4b together, we get a picture of frenetic activity 
by the Jewish people as their world falls apart. They cannot understand why another Holocaust 
has hit their people. Amos reveals that this must be before their eyes are opened to the real 
Messiah as “they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.” Today many 
orthodox Jews travel the planet to hear the words of a famous Rabbi. In the GTP this thirst for 
answers to the disasters will intensify greatly. They will gain much knowledge but they cannot 
apply it in wisdom, as they don’t see the key to interpretation is Jesus Christ. Such people are just 
smarter sinners!  

It is only when they hit rock bottom and come to where the Psalmist described as “wits’ 
end” (Psa. 107:27) that a radical change occurs. For after the Jews of the GTP have expended all 
the energy of the flesh on human wisdom and might that the change occurs and they will look to 
the Saviour and cry for forgiveness and deliverance, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” (Zech. 12:10) These are the generation of Jews who are 
saved from the “time of trouble” for we are told, “and at that time thy people shall be delivered.” (Daniel 
12:1) This correlates with the future prophetic promise of Romans 11, “And so all Israel shall be 
saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins” (Rom. 11:26-27) 

 
Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the 

other on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of 
the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon 
the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth 
for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of 

the holy people, all these things shall be finished. (v5-7) 
 
Two presumably angelic beings suddenly came into view for Daniel at the Hiddekel river. They 
provide further clarification for Daniel by way of question and answer between one another, 
“And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end 
of these wonders?” The revelation had just been delivered of the rise of the GTP and the terrifying 
coming of a future Antichrist would come in the end times. This would be a “time of trouble,” 
which would not last forever as God had promised, “and at that time thy people shall be delivered.” 
(Daniel 12:1) So the natural question was how long would this “time of trouble” last?  
 The other angel (which could well be Jesus Christ as a pre-incarnate Christophany) swore 
an oath in God’s name and then revealed, “it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.” This number 
clearly represents something! Other parts of Scripture guide us as to how to interpret this, “a 
time, times, and an half.” 
 

And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be 
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. (Daniel 7:25) 
 
And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. (Rev. 11:3) 
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And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 
that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
(Rev. 12:6) 
 
And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into 
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent. (Rev. 12:14) 

 
So the period “a time, times, and an half” seems to be three and a half years or 1260 days. This is 
exactly the second half of the GTP of 7 years that correlates to the 70th week of Daniel 9, when 
the Antichrist breaks the covenant with the Jews in the middle of the last week of the 70 weeks 
prophecy and desecrates the sacrifices in the Jerusalem temple, “And he shall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate.” (Dan. 9:27) In these “a time, times, and an half” (or 1260 days) the 
Antichrist will also launch the greatest persecution in history of the Jewish people, “and when he 
shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.” The power of 
the Jewish people across the world will be decimated. Fooled by the Antichrist to open their 
hearts and minds to trust him as a messiah, they are now greatly betrayed by him. They are now 
powerless to resist his power and global control. He is their worst nightmare. It is no wonder 
Jeremiah called it, “Jacob’s trouble.” (Jer. 30:7)  
 
And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he said, 
Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and 
made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 

shall understand. (v8-10) 
 
Daniel was now curious to elicit further information. He had heard the prophecies but he could 
not understand the exact meaning. In a proper manner he seeks further clarification, “then said I, 
O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?” The angelic being assured him that God would 
preserve these words and make them clear to that generation that would need to fully understand 
them in the end times, “And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end.” Strauss makes a good observation,  
 

“It was not needful that Daniel have all the answers at that time. The vision would come 
to pass at God’s appointed time, and that was all Daniel needed to know for the present. 
The Lord told Daniel that there was no further need to probe deeper into these matters. 
At the appointed time God will bring all to pass as revealed in the vision. Daniel was not 
to sit by idly and wait for the fulfillment of the prophecies, but he was told, “Go thy way, 
Daniel,” that is, follow on in the way of obedient service as in the past.” 

 
 The angelic messenger then summarised the characteristics of the “time of the end.” God 
will use the evil that will abound under the rule of Antichrist to purge, purify, and preserve a 
remnant of the Jews for Himself, “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall 
do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand.” The “many” here that shall “be purified, and made 
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white, and tried” are those who are saved during the great revival among the Jews in the last of the 
last days of the GTP. We don’t know how many will be saved. The Hebrew word translated 
“purified” can be translated purged so many unbelieving Jews may well be cut off from the 
believing Jews in this purging heat of the GTP persecution. Daniel 11:35 draws a similar analogy 
with the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, “And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to 
purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.” This was a 
time when a little antichrist in the form of Antiochus Epiphanes tried to flatter, deceive, and 
intimidate the Jews of the third century BC to give up their faith and identity. Some did 
compromise but others resisted and through the fires of persecution emerged with a purer faith.  

We do know that two thirds will die in this period and one third will be preserved to 
enter the Millennium, “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein 
shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: 
I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.” (Zech. 13:8-9) This is the true 
remnant that will rule with Christ for the next 1,000 years. They will be purified and white 
because their sins have been washed away by the blood of Christ. This is the time spoken of in 
Isaiah 1, 

 
Therefore saith the LORD, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I 
will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: And I will turn 
my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 
And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the 
beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful 
city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 
(Isa. 1:24-27) 
 

Amidst the amazing sovereign work of the Spirit of God opening the hearts and minds of the 
Jewish people to Christ, the unbelieving world will become increasingly evil, “but the wicked shall 
do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand.” The same heat that melts the wax also hardens 
the clay! The Apostle Paul detailed the characteristics of the unsaved world at this time: 
 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come…. Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. (2 Tim. 3:1, 12-13) 

 
He also revealed that such people will be under the deluded spell of the devil and the Antichrist, 
which is why, “none of the wicked shall understand.”  
 

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 
and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. (2 Thess. 2:9-12) 
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 Although none of the wicked will understand what is truly happening in the GTP, not 
everyone will be spiritually blind, “but the wise shall understand.” God will give spiritual discernment 
to the remnant. Not everyone missed getting into the Ark when the Great Flood came and not 
everyone died in Sodom and Gomorrah! The Antichrist will not fool everyone! The end of the 
GTP will culminate in the Battle of Armageddon and the return of Christ to defeat the enemies 
of Israel and set up the Millennial Kingdom, 
 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (Matt. 
24:29-30) 

 
And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 

there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days. (v11-12) 

 
There is much debate over the two numbers in verse 11 and 12. It is clearly revealed that the last 
half of the GTP is 1260 days (42 months or 3 and a half years) so where do the extra 30 days 
come from? The general consensus is that this 30 days may be a window before the Millennium 
begins to deal with the enormous numbers of the dead from the Battle of Armageddon at the 
end of the GTP. Some have taken the position that this is when the judgment of the Nations 
revealed in Matthew 25 occurs and the righteous inherit the millennial kingdom, 
 

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 
then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: And before him shall be gathered 
all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: (Matt. 25:31-34) 

 
This will complete the purifying and the purging of the Jews and Gentiles who will enter the 
Millennium.  

The next number of 1335 days has provoked even more discussion, “Blessed is he that 
waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.” John MacArthur argues that 
these 45 extra days “allow for transition between Israel’s time of being shattered (v7) and God’s 
setting up of His kingdom (cf. 7:13. 14, 27).” Frankly, we don’t know for sure but we believe that 
God will make it clear at the time.  
 

But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. (v13) 
 
In Daniel’s day the ungodly ruled much of the great kingdoms of the world. It was a troubling 
time for God’s people. We learn from Daniel’s prophecies that things will progress in the days 
ahead from bad to worse, “there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to 
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that same time” (Dan. 12:1), but the wonderful news that where sin abounds the grace of God will 
much more abound for we read in the same verse, “and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the book.” Faith in God’s Person and Promises was be the 
foundation for Daniel to face his immediate future. The angelic messenger encouraged the old 
prayer warrior and prophet Daniel to keep on keeping on, “But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou 
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”  

Daniel received the assurance that he would be resurrected with all the saints of God and 
receive his reward, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matt. 25:21) For over 70 years 
Daniel had been in Exile from his beloved homeland. The Lord assured him here that the end of 
the chapter of his eternal existence did not end in a lonely grave in Babylon. Knowing the future 
should motivate us to live a holy and joyful life, “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure.” (1 John 3:3) 

All the events in the past and all in the future will progress according to the perfect plan 
and will of God. We may not have perfect knowledge of the timing or the identification of all the 
personalities but that should not diminish our faith and our hope in the Return of Christ. That’s 
why we can rest like Daniel in the comfort that our God knows what He is doing and will 
perfectly consummate all things well. The only absolutely true source about the future is the 
Word of God. Men and Empires come and go but only God remaineth.  

The certain knowledge that our God controlled the past and controls the future reassures 
us that He also controls the present. The Lord reigns. God reveals that He is sovereign in all of 
these things because He wants us to know and trust that He is truly sovereign. We must say with 
the Psalmist, “My times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31:15) That is the bottom line. That is the starting 
point for a life of peace in the midst of any present or future storms. Our anchor is rested on His 
perfect wisdom and sovereignty. It is well with our souls. We can rest, like Daniel, knowing that 
it all ends well. A better day and world is coming.  
 
 

Within this awesome volume lies 
Mystery of mysteries… 

Happiest they of human race 
Who from their God have gotten grace 

To read, to wonder and to pray, 
To lift the latch and face the way; 
But better had he ne'er been born 

Who reads to laugh, who reads to scorn. 


