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What is the difference between translucence and transparency? Translucence is letting the 
light through and nothing else—like one of those old-fashioned lampshades. Through it, 
you may see a shadow, a blur, a silhouette. Transparency, on the other hand,  means that 
you really see things as they are like it's a piece of glass. 

Prophecy in the Old Testament when it was fulfilled in the time of Christ was much the 
same way. Oftentimes, people did not know exactly the fulfillment until after it occurred. 
In other words, they could make a good guess at what it was in translucence because 
there were enough details so that you could take a good guess at what it is. Some guesses 
are better than others depending on the prophecy we're talking about but it's just a guess. 

People get the idea that when it comes to prophecy, it's so that you can know what's 
going to happen ahead of time but that's not how Christ used it. Do you remember on the 
day he rose from the dead? He was busy explaining prophecy from the Old Testament to 
first, two on the road to Emmaus and then a full crowd in the Upper Room in the evening 
of that same day. Jesus was busy explaining the fulfillment of prophecy after it happened. 
It was transparent after it happened, it was translucent before it happened and that's really 
the way it is here with Revelation. We can make some good educated guesses as to what 
something is, but at the very best, it's translucent. 
     
6:1
And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals. Remember, in chapter 5, the Lamb 
was the one worthy opening the seals. and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one 
of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and 
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth 
conquering , and to conquer. 
 

Zechariah 6 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first  
chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white 
horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 5.And the angel answered and said unto 
me, These are the four spirits of the heavens 
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We understand that Zechariah has already used the imagery that John is using. John is 
using old imagery. He's using old information. It is up to us to be willing to open the 
Bible and say, “What has God already said about this?” 

Here's what we know about from Zechariah: there are historical particulars about what 
Zechariah is saying but what is also very true is that the white horse is “winds or spirits 
that go throughout the whole earth.” Now, if I say, “Well, there's a good spirit in here. I 
like the way that we're all ready to learn and read truth,” the reader would know what I 
was saying. The army calls it esprit de corps and it's supposed to be sort of this idea that 
you're part of an organization that just loves being a part of the organization. Same idea 
here in Zechariah, we have these white horses and the white horses are a spirit or a wind 
that go throughout the whole earth. Well, that's not much help but it's some help. It's 
some help because the last time we see a white horse and a vision, it's representing a 
spirit and it was by a prophet.

Matthew 24:1 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world? Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

So far with the first seal we have that it is a spirit (or wind) and that it is a false Christ. 
How many horseman are there? 

Revelation 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth 
holding, the four winds. 

I would suggest that these angels are holding the reins to these four horses we saw in the 
first four seals. Why? Because Zechariah says that these different color horses represent 
different spirits or winds. I don't think it's far fetched to say that John was a student of 
Zechariah.

6:3 
And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and 
see. 4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him 
that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: 
and there was given unto him a great sword.  Is Zechariah talking about something 
different? Maybe, but when he used red horses it was describing a spirit that travels 
throughout all the earth. 

Zechariah 6 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first  
chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white 
horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 5.And the angel answered and said unto 
me, These are the four spirits of the heavens 

Then we're taken to the Olivet Discourse. Jesus says after the white horse, the false 
Christs…
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Matthew 24 You'll hear of wars, rumors of wars, see that you be not troubled for all these things 
must come to pass but the end is not yet for nation shall rise against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom.

Was John, Revelation’s author, on the Mount of Olives with Jesus when he gave this 
discourse? He sure was. So, it's not far-fetched to see that Jesus is putting the first five 
seals right in order here in that Olivet Discourse and they show up again when John is 60 
years older on the isle of Patmos. We know that we have the second horse, it's a spirit and 
it is wars and bloodshed that begin prior to the middle of the tribulation period based on 
what Jesus tells us.

6:5 
And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. 
And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in 
his hand.  Wheat apparently was for the richer folks and barley was pretty well for the 
peasants and all others who wanted it. 

Zechariah 6 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first  
chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white 
horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 5.And the angel answered and said unto 
me, These are the four spirits of the heavens 

Revelation 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth 
holding, the four winds. 

Now, the antichrist will be of particular interest to the Jewish people which is why Daniel 
9 says that this seven year tribulation period begins with a covenant between the Prince 
that shall come, the antichrist, and the Jews. Then, halfway through, he does what Daniel 
calls the abomination that makes desolate where he probably, from what we can tell from 
Scripture—2nd Thessalonians 2 and Daniel 9—he sits in the temple of God claiming to be 
God. So, what appears to occur some time in the future, is that a temple is erected, 
probably here shortly after the covenant is signed. A temple is erected either on the place 
where Omar's Mosque is right next to there on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It seems 
like that somewhere around the 3.5 year mark, he takes over and actually sits on the 
mercy seat, the ark of the covenant. So, it seems like he actually takes up residence sitting 
on the ark of the covenant in that temple that will be built.

Jews will be expecting a Christ figure that does signs and wonders and miracles. By the 
way, if it seems far-fetched that the Lord would be sending deceitful spirits into the 
world, I want to remind you of 1 Kings 22 where there is a crowd of angels around the 
throne of God and Ahab needs to be deceived to go up to Ramoth-Gilead to be killed in 
battle and the Lord looks around and says, “So what should we do?” And one of the 
spirits steps forward and says, “I'll go be a lying spirit in the mouth of his prophets.” And 
God said, “Okay.” And he went and Ahab went to battle and was killed. So, that was 
revealed to us, that's something that actually did take place.
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The fact that we're not getting new material in the book of Revelation is mind-boggling 
because some folks have never even thought about the Old Testament shedding light on 
the book of Revelation. It seems fitting, then, that one of the key miracles of the anti-
Christ figure will be to somewhat cure this famine.

6:6 
And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a 
penny. The Greek word there is denarius and that was usually a day's wage. 

and three measures of barley for a day's wage; and see thou hurt not the oil 
and the wine. For some reason, the famine was not bad enough at that point to 
affect the oil and the wine or orchards and vineyards.

6:7 
And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast 
say, Come and see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse. “Pale” is, we're 
going to learn, a light green or verdant.

Zechariah 6 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first  
chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white 
horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 5.And the angel answered and said unto 
me, These are the four spirits of the heavens 

Revelation 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth 
holding, the four winds. 

and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill 
with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. You 
might notice, by the way, that under the fourth horse you have hunger, just like the black 
horse, and you have the sword just like the red horse. So, it seems like whenever the pale 
rider or the spirit of the pale horse is sent into all the earth some time in the first half of 
the tribulation period, it seems like it's going to be an increase in famine, an increase in 
bloodshed and then we have some things added here: We have this thing known as death, 
it's just labeled as death. And with death and with the beasts of the earth. 

Ezekiel 14:8 Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall 
deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness, For  
thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, 
the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and 
beast?

You see four things discussed there, don't you? Hunger, death, beast, sword. Instead of 
“death” in Revelation, you have “pestilence.” By the way, pestilence means plague and in 
some versions, in Revelation 6:8, it reads “plague.” It looks like John is preaching old 
material. You have the same four things in both verses and look who it's against: 
Jerusalem. It seems like, then, the fourth horse is effective primarily in Jerusalem. If the 
Bible is going to teach us, then my best guess tells me that the fourth horse or the pale 
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horse, takes a fourth of the population of the land of Jerusalem in Israel and he does it 
through four judgments of which it has happened before (in Ezekiel 14). So, it looks like 
the fourth horse is an increase in famine, an increase in bloodshed and plague and evil 
beasts. If that means it is a climax of the three plagues, it also means that those three 
probably only happen around Jerusalem. Of course, when everyone is starving that 
includes the animals so they're going to be a real problem and then when there's corpses 
everywhere from all the death, then of course beasts are going to be a problem. Again, 
my best guess says this happens in and around Jerusalem. 
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