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THE LEPER CLEANSED

Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-15

Matthew 8:1-4
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2 And behold, a
leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me
clean." 3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean."
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you say
nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses

commanded, for a proof to them." ESV

Mark 1:40-45
40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, "If you will, you
can make me clean." 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him
and said to him, "I will; be clean." 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he
was made clean. 43 And Jesus* sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and
said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest
and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them." 45 But he
went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus
could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were

coming to him from every quarter. ESV

Luke 5:12-17
12 While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he
saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, "Lord, if you will, you can make me
clean." 13 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean."
And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And he charged him to tell no one, but "go
and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses
commanded, for a proof to them." 15 But now even more the report about him went
abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities.
16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. ESV
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In the Bible the disease of leprosy is a picture of sin.
Leprosy is a type of what sin looks like to God.

Leprosy is a horrible disease that manifests its ravages on the outside of the body.

Sin is a moral condition on the inside: the heart [our innermost being].

The Book of Leviticus describes leprosy in detail. The disease begins with a small
reddish spot on the skin that increases in size and changes into a shiny white spot.

In time the spots spread all over the body. Then the hair falls out; fingernails and
toenails come out; joint after joint of fingers and toes fall off; the gums absorb and
the teeth fall out; nose, eyes, and tongue are consumed.

Eventually the victim shrinks up and dies. There was no medicine and no cure.

When the priest confirmed that a person had leprosy, the leper was expelled from
society. The leper tore his clothes and when he met someone coming toward them,
he had to cup his hand over his mouth and shout “UNCLEAN!”

There was no cure but sometimes the disease would disappear.
Since leprosy was incurable; only God could cause it to go away.

When a person was pronounced clean by the priest he was restored to fellowship
with other men.

Leviticus 14:1-9
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "This shall be the law of the leprous person for the
day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go out of
the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in
the leprous person, 4 the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be
cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. 5 And the
priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh
water. 6 He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the
hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over
the fresh water. 7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of
the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go
into the open field. 8 And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off
all his hair and bathe himself in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may
come into the camp, but live outside his tent seven days.
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9 And on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and
his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he shall wash his clothes and

bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean. ESV

Next he was given the privilege to worship

Leviticus 14:10-32
10 "And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, and one

ewe lamb a year old without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and one log of oil. 11 And the priest who cleanses
him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the LORD, at
the entrance of the tent of meeting. 12 And the priest shall take one of the male
lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and wave them for a
wave offering before the LORD. 13 And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they
kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For the
guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it is most holy. 14 The
priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it
on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his
right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 15 Then the priest shall take some of
the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand 16 and dip his right
finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven
times before the LORD. 17 And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest
shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the
thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of
the guilt offering. 18 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put
on the head of him who is to be cleansed. Then the priest shall make atonement
for him before the LORD. 19 The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make
atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he
shall kill the burnt offering. 20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the
grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he
shall be clean.

21 "But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb
for a guilt offering to be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil; 22 also two
turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin
offering and the other a burnt offering. 23 And on the eighth day he shall bring
them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, before
the LORD. 24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of
oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.
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25 And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take some of the
blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26

And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27 and
shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times
before the LORD. 28 And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the
lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand
and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place where the blood of the guilt offering
was put. 29 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head
of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. 30 And he
shall offer, of the turtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31 one for a sin
offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. And the priest
shall make atonement before the LORD for him who is being cleansed. 32 This is the
law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford the offerings for

his cleansing." ESV

Leprosy kept the seriousness of sin before the minds of the people and the grace
and mercy of God to forgive sin. The sacrifices offered upon being cleansed
picture the blood of Jesus Christ as the only remedy for our sin.

Now you should see the wonder {behold} of this leper coming to Jesus and
worshipping Him. The leper believed that Jesus could make him clean and that
only God had that power.

The leper knew that his only hope was in Jesus not in himself.

Jesus "was moved with compassion." Jesus actually trembled.
Jesus said, "I will, be thou clean." And He touched the leper!
This was the first touch of love since being afflicted.
The Holy One of God touched him. Anyone else would have been defiled.

Jesus commands the man to go to the priest and tell no one.
"Jesus came not to destroy the law but to fulfill it."

The man would then be confirmed clean by the priest and restored to society.
By not telling anyone, the work of Jesus would not be hindered.
But the man could not keep quiet.
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LESSONS:

1. He who can cure the picture of sin (leprosy) has the power to heal the sin
itself. That is why Jesus came into the world; to save sinners.

2. We must identify with those we propose to help.
Jesus touched the leper thereby putting Himself on the same level for a time.

3. Obedience is better than zeal. The man did more harm than good.
He acted as though he knew better than Christ what actions to take.
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