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Message: A Final Reminder
Text:  2 Peter 3:10-18 

Introduction

  A.  Our crucified, risen, now reigning, and one day returning Lord Jesus Christ has inspired His
apostle Peter throughout this letter of 2  Peter to stir up, wake up us, His church, by waynd

of reminding us of things we have already been taught.

2 Peter 1:12   Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even
though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present
with you. 

2 Peter 3:1   This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,   

  B.  Therefore, as we come to the end of the letter, it should not surprise us that Christ has Peter
remind us in summary form what he has previously urged and exhorted us to do in this
letter - guard, grow, & glorify.

2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own
steadfastness,  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 18

Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

  C.  If we are humble before our Lord, then we will readily accept His evaluation and knowledge
of us as a people that needs His continual word of reminder to guide us and strengthen
our faith in Him.  Today we want to focus on the first two of these reminders in 3:17, 18a
- guard and grow, setting aside next week, Lord willing, to focus on the goal of our
guarding and growing, the goal of our lives, bringing glory to our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ now and forever.

I.  3:17  Be on your guard

  A.  Be on your guard for what?

      1.  For false teachers.  Believers have had advance warning through OT prophets and NT
apostles.

2 Peter 2:1   But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

      2.  For your own heart



2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so
that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your
own steadfastness, 

2 Peter 2:2  Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth
will be maligned; 

   Proverbs 4:23   Guard your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 

  B.  Why be on guard?

2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall (ekpipto) from your
own steadfastness, 

      1.  So we are not carried away by the error of people with no godly principle. 

      2.  So we do not fall from our own steadfastness unto eternal destruction.  We fall by being
carried away.

a.  The Greek word for “fall” (ekpipto) is a word that refers to apostasy, of departing from 
the Christian faith unto eternal destruction, an image captured by the cutting and 
falling away of the life boat in our Scripture reading from Acts 27.  E.g., ...

Galatians 5:4  You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be
justified by law; you have fallen (ekpipto) from grace. 

    Acts 27:32   Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship's boat and let it fall
away (ekpipto). 

Romans 11:19   You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be
grafted in."  Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand 20

by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;  for if God did not spare the natural 21

branches, He will not spare you, either.  Behold then the kindness and severity of 22

God; to those who fell (pipto), severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you
continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 

b.  Such warnings to the church have led sincere Christians to draw differing explanations 
of their significance.

    (1)   Some conclude that since the warnings are addressed to true Christians, it must 
therefore be possible for a true Christian to fall away from the faith and lose his or
her salvation.  Otherwise, what is the point of the warning?  Why warn Christians
to guard against what will never happen?



            (2)   Others who understand the Scriptures to teach that true Christians will never lose 
their salvation, agree with the first group that there is no point in warning people 
to guard against what will never happen, but disagree that the warnings are 
directed toward true Christians.  Rather, they must be directed at supposed
Christians, pseudo-Christians within the churches as a warning to examine the
genuineness of their profession of faith in Christ. This group contains both those    
who are and are not Reformed (Doctrines of grace) in their theology.

    (3) A third group within the Reformed camp agrees with the first group that these 
warnings are directed toward true Christians, agree with the second group that true 
Christians will never lose their salvation, but disagree with both groups that there 
can be no point to the warnings unless they predict that some to whom they are
directed will in fact fall away to their eternal destruction.

c.  The warnings ,clearly directed to believers, are a means of God’s grace to protect the 
faith of believers, causing them to walk safely in steps of faith rather fall away to 
their destruction.

    (1)   Christ through Peter is clearly directing His warning to true believers.

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those
who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our
God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 

2 Peter 3:17  You therefore, beloved (agapetoi), knowing this beforehand, be on
your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and
fall from your own steadfastness,  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 18

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of
eternity. Amen. 

    (2)   The truthfulness of Christ’s warnings to Christians to not be carried away by error 
unto their eternal destruction does not depend on whether or not such warnings
come to pass.  When you warn you child not to step in front of a moving 18
wheeler or they will die, does the truthfulness of your warning depend on whether
of not it happens?  Is the warning not still true, even if your child listens to you
and lives?  So also are the warnings of Christ to God’s children.  They are a 
“means” by which He fulfills His promise regarding His sheep, ...

John 10:27   "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28

and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch
them out of My hand. 

(3) Illustration from Paul’s shipwreck in Acts 27.  God promised Paul that all 276 persons 
aboard the ship would be saved from death. Yet Paul warns the centurion that if
the sailors abandon the ship, no one will be saved.  God not only appoints the end



- salvation, but the means by which His promised end is secured.

Acts 27:22   "Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no
loss of life among you, but only of the ship.  "For this very night an angel of the 23

God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me,  saying, 'Do not be 24

afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all
those who are sailing with you.' 

Acts 27:31  Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, "Unless these men
remain in the ship, you yourselves cannot be saved."  Then the soldiers cut 32

away the ropes of the ship's boat and let it fall away. 

d.  I would expect that like me, you have heard sincere Christians who rightly see the 
Scriptures teaching true Christians, God’s elect, will never be lost, then make 
deductions from that truth that do not remain tightly tethered to the rock face of 
God’s Word.  E.g., because Christians will never lose there salvation, they say ...

    (1) you don’t have to strive to inherit God’s eternal kingdom.  But Jesus teaches ...

Luke 13:23  And someone said to Him, "Lord, are there just a few who are being
saved?" And He said to them,  "Strive (agonizomai) to enter through the narrow 24

door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 

    (2) you don’t have to do anything.  Yet Jesus said, ...

Matthew 7:21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

    (3) you don’t have to fight.  But Jesus inspired Paul to write to Timothy, a true 
believer...

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight (agonizo) the good fight (agon) of faith; take hold of the
eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. 

      3.  It is true that professing believers who fall away from the faith give evidence that they 
were never true believers to begin with, but this is not Peter’s point here.  Peter in this 
context is not undercutting believers’ assurance of salvation.  Warning signs on the 
highway - steep curve, wrong way - are not there to cause us to doubt our ability to drive 
safely home by frightening us that with the idea that we might crash.  Warning signs
assume we have the capability to avoid the danger of a crash by directing us to drive
safely.  Believers, by God’s grace and power, safely inherit God’s eternal kingdom by
heeding God’s warnings, not by ignoring them.  So “be on your guard.”

II.  3:18a Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ



  A.  The way to avoid falling away from the Lord to our destruction is to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Christ.  (Ball illustration: If it is rising, it is not falling.)

2 Peter 3:18   but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

  B.  Grow in the grace of Jesus.

      1.  Grace is the undeserved, unearned favor and blessing of God.

      2.  God’s Word describes 2 kinds of grace, which we call “common grace” and “saving
grace.”  Common grace is common to all people, believers and unbelievers, who
experience God’s temporary blessings of this age - health, children, safety, food, shelter,
etc.  Only believers, God’s elect, experience His saving grace - the forgiveness of sins, the
indwelling, transforming Spirit of God, the comfort and leading of Christ our Good
Shepherd, deliverance from God’s coming wrath, the promise of resurrection unto    
eternal life in the presence of God’s glory.

Matthew 5:44  "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise45

on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

Romans 3:23   for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  being justified as 24

a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  whom God 25

displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.

      3.  We are not experiencing now all the grace of God that is to be experienced in this life and 
in the life to come.  What we are called to do in 2 Peter 3:18 is to grow in our experience 
of Christ’s grace in this life. Some have been betrayed by a spouse and found grace to 
forgive or grace to endure the loss of a spouse or child at a deeper level than your
previously experienced - you grew in the experience of the grace of Jesus.  We grow in
grace when we grow in the wisdom and knowledge of Jesus.

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 4:16   Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

  C.  Grow in the knowledge of Jesus.

      1.  The knowledge of Jesus in which we are to grow includes informational knowledge from 
His Word, which must be translated into experiential knowledge of Him, experiencing 
what it is like to live in conformity to His character - his love, forgiveness, mercy, 



generosity, humility, servant’s heart, patience, self-sacrifice, endurance of hardship and
suffering, etc.

      2.  Because God enables us to grow, we can obey His command to increasingly experience
Christlikeness in this life.

2 Peter 1:3 ... His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence.

2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  and in your knowledge, 6

self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,
 and in your godliness, brotherly love, and in your brotherly love, love.  For if these7  8

qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful
in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion:  Let us guard and grow for our own souls’ sake and for the sake of Christ’s glory.

2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own
steadfastness,  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 18

Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

Jude 1:24   Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you
stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  to the only God our Savior, 25

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time
and now and forever. Amen. 
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