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KJV – Genesis 31:22-55 

 

“Free of Laban” 

     In our last lesson we saw how Laban and Laban’s sons had become openly hostile to Jacob. It was 
God that had told him to return to Canaan. Jacob had met secretly with his wives Rachel and Leah in 
the field and they had also agreed that this was the best course of action.  
 
     Whether they were convinced that this was God’s leading or merely the only way to insure 
receiving any inheritance for themselves and their children is hard to know. But they both felt it 
was time to leave. In the course of them packing up and leaving without Laban’s knowledge Rachel 
had stolen some of her father’s household idols and hid them in her saddle.  
 
     Now they have left and Laban does not even know his family had departed, three days had 
passed before Laban is even told of their departure. 
 
Genesis 31:22-24 

22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 

23 And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook 
him in the mount Gilead. 

24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

     Jacob had been gone for three days before anyone even tells Laban of their departure. When he 
learns of Jacob’s entire household leaving with a three day head start, he takes his bands and 
pursues him for seven days. A seven day journey tells us that smaller bands had to catch up with 
Jacob’s larger group burdened down with household goods and herds indicating that Jacob was 
moving very quickly. He was no doubt conducting a forced march probably motivated by his fear of 
his father-in-law. 

     Laban is no doubt very upset over the fact that this event has transpired but we even see here 
that God’s Sovereignty is in control in verse 24. God came to Laban in a dream saying take heed, or 
be very careful that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.  

     God again Sovereignly protected just as He had done for Abraham and Isaac in order to prevent 
harm coming to this man. In a proverbial expression Laban is cautioned not to use anything in the 
full range of options open to him “anything good or bad,” to alter the existing situation to bring 
Jacob back. This move was definitely the will of a Sovereign God. 
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Genesis 31:25-29 

25 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his 
brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. 

26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and 
carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword? 

27 Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp? 

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so 
doing. 

29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, 
saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

     Laban had caught up with Jacob and they had pitched their tents. Laban begins to speak to Jacob; 
what hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as 
captives taken with the sword? Laban evidently did not believe that his daughters could have 
possibly agreed with the departure and must have left under great pressure and duress by Jacob. 

     Laban had to watch his words very carefully because he was to speak either good or bad. God did 
not want Laban trying to influence Jacob into returning, nor dealing harshly with Jacob, so Laban 
now has to be careful because God Himself has warned Him by the means of a dream. 

     Laban’s questions protested his right to have arranged a proper send off for his daughters. It also 
served in verse 29 as a rebuke and a prideful show of force because of Jacob doing this in secret. 
Notice Laban’s pride here: It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt.  

     But he knows this is only talk. Laban himself knows he has no power or authority over Jacob 
because of the fact of Jacob’s God: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take 
thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

Genesis 31:30-32 

30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, 
yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? 

31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest 
take by force thy daughters from me. 

32 With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

     Why is it that you have stolen my gods? Laban proceeds to inquire about his own missing 
property that his own daughter Rachel had stolen yet Jacob is unaware that Rachel has taken these 
items. 
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     Longing to return home to Canaan might excuse his leaving without notice, but this could not 
excuse the theft of Laban’s personal “teraphim.” Laban’s thorough search for these idols also 
marked how important they were to him as a pagan worshiper. Jacob encourages the search, even 
states whoever took them, may they pay with their life; not knowing that it was his very own 
favorite and most loved wife, Rachel. 

Genesis 31:33-35 

33 And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he 
found them not. Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. 

34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And 
Laban searched all the tent, but found them not. 

35 And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the 
custom of women is upon me. And he searched but found not the images. 

     That one dishonest deed needed further dishonesty and trickery to cover it up. Rachel had 
hidden these idols under her camel’s pack with other goods and sat upon them. Then she lied by 
claiming that she could not arise up before Laban because she was having her menstrual period. 
Thus ended the search. 

Genesis 31:36-40 

36 And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my 
trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 

37 Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here 
before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both. 

38 This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and 
the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 

39 That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou 
require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 

40 Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from 
mine eyes. 

     Now Jacob, in the flesh, shows off and shows out; Jacob is wroth; friends he was mad. The word 
for wroth used here not only shows anger but literally means burning with anger. Jacob had been a 
patient man, but for 20 years he had held in this pent-up anger and it has finally exploded and he 
tells Laban just what he is feeling. 

Genesis 31:41-42 

41 Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and 
six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times. 
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42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and 
rebuked thee yesternight. 

     Jacob says to him, for 20 years I have served you. Fourteen years for your daughter and six years 
for the cattle; Laban you are unfair and dishonest. You have lied to and cheated me and changed my 
wages ten times. But my God has blessed me; you would have sent me away empty but my God has 
made me full and because of my affliction caused by you Laban. This is the reason my God came to 
you in a dream and rebuked you last night. Jacob may be in the flesh and full of anger but he is still 
giving credit and honor where it’s due, and he reckons all this work to the will of his God. 

Genesis 31:43-52 

43 And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are 
my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day 
unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born? 

44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me 
and thee. 

45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 

46 And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they 
did eat there upon the heap. 

47 And Laban called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 

48 And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the name of it 
called Galeed; 

49 And Mizpah; for he said, The LORD watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from 
another. 

50 If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is 
with us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee. 

51 And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and 
thee: 

52 This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that 
thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 

     Laban and Jacob negotiate peace; Laban realizes that Jacob is very angry and desires to enter into 
a covenant of peace with him. Jacob agrees to set aside his anger and grant Laban this agreement 
and covenant of peace.  

    In the end God’s Will shall be accomplished but it was not an easy journey for the flesh. This place 
was given the name “the heap is witness” or “the heap is testimony.” 
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Genesis 31:53 

53 The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
sware by the fear of his father Isaac. 

     The dialog in this verse is not that only of Jacob but of Laban as well. It is here that Laban 
finalizing this pack of peace between the two, makes a probable syncretistic paralleling of the God 
of Abraham and with that of Nahor and Terah. In no way, shape or form was Abraham’s God the 
same god as that of these men. Thus Jacob adds the sware by the fear of his father Isaac to 
demonstrate that his oath is by the One True Living God with the last words because he certainly 
could not give any credence to any of Laban’s false allusions. 

Genesis 31:54-55 

54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat 
bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

55 And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: 
and Laban departed, and returned unto his place. 

     Jacob offers a sacrifice; they ate and tarried there overnight. Then Laban disappears from the 
narrative and returns to his place. It is at this point there is no further recorded contact between 
Jacob’s family and their relatives in Mesopotamia. 

     This is a great text of God’s means of physical deliverance.  But this in no way even compares to 
the spiritual deliverance that one receives from the One who would later come from the line of this 
man named Jacob; the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     The One True Sovereign God has an amazing plan of deliverance through His amazing Grace all 
made possible by the accomplished redemption of His Only Begotten Son. No other way can one 
receive this deliverance, not by merit, works, or deeds but by His amazing grace. 

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

 

 


