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William Carey 

William Carey was an incredibly fruitful missionary in the 

late 1700s and early 1800s.  He was born in England and spent 

most of his life as a missionary in India.  His life is a great example 

of what our text for this morning is all about.  He started out 

training to be a cobbler, someone who repairs shoes.  He was later 

converted and felt called into Gospel ministry.  And then he felt 

irresistibly and passionately drawn to take the Gospel to those who 

have never heard.  But he faced some significant hurdles as he 

pursued that dream. 

Once he got ordained, he could attend the meetings of the 

Ministers’ Fraternal of the Northampton Association.  This was a 

way for the ministers in the area to gather and discuss various 

issues and ideas.  And at one of those meetings it was suggested 

that a younger member of the group recommend a topic for 

discussion.  Carey seized this opportunity to bring up the topic of 

missions.  Now you have to understand that there was no 

missionary zeal in these churches.  In fact, the church leaders 

considered that the Great Commission had already been fulfilled 

by the apostles.  Jesus’ command to his disciples at the end of 

Matthew, where he says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.”  They assumed that the apostles had fulfilled 

that command.  It was done.  The Gospel had been preached to all 

the nations, but many nations rejected it.  And that was the 

mentality of the church in Carey’s day.   

It was into this context that William Carey raised the 

question of whether or not the Great Commission is applicable to 

all ministers to the end of the world.  His statement was not well-

received.  One of the men stood up and looked at Carey and said, 

“Young man, sit down! You are a miserable enthusiast for asking 

such a question.  Certainly nothing can be done before another 

Pentecost.”  There are varying accounts of what precisely was said.  

Other accounts say that Carey was rebuked in this way: “If God 

wants to save the heathen He can do so without our help or yours.”  

Whatever was said exactly, there’s no doubt that the ministers 

presiding over that meeting didn’t want to have anything to do 
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with Carey’s enthusiasm for going to other parts of the world to 

preach the Gospel.   

That event prompted Carey to study these matters more 

carefully, and then he wrote a small book that explains the 

necessity of missionary endeavors.  It’s a small book, a mere 87 

pages.  But it has a long title.  It’s called: An Enquiry into the 

Obligation of Christians to use Means for the Conversion of the 

Heathens, in which the Religious State of the Different Nations of 

the World, the success of the Former Undertakings, and the 

Practicability of Further Undertakings are considered.  This is still 

thought to be the greatest missionary treatise in the English 

language.  And by the word “means” he is referring specifically to 

missionary societies, missionary organizations, that could be 

formed in order to support and send missionaries to other parts of 

the world. 

In 1792 Carey preached a sermon for a gathering of 

ministers, in which he made these two famous points that are still 

an encouragement to so many today: “Expect great things from 

God.  Attempt great things for God.”  At the end of that sermon he 

went to his friend Andrew Fuller, grabbed him by the arm and said, 

“And are you, after all, going again to do nothing?”  So they 

passed a resolution that at the next meeting they would form a 

“Baptist Society for propagating the Gospel among the heathen.”  

And they did just that.  Andrew Fuller was appointed as the 

secretary, and William Carey offered himself to be the first 

missionary of the society.   

In 1793 Carey landed in Calcutta.  One biographer says, 

“William Carey went to India with three definite methods in mind 

of getting the Word of God to the people: Preaching the Word, 

teaching the Word, and printing the Word.” 

Through Carey’s efforts and those who helped him, the 

Bible was translated into 40 different languages and dialects during 

his 41 years in India.  That is astounding! 

He died a very content man.  All of his children became 

involved in missions in one way or another.  The Bible had been 

translated into 40 different languages and dialects.  Many had 

come to Christ.  Churches had been planted.  Missionary societies 

had been formed.  And God was working in remarkable ways as 

the modern missionary movement was beginning.   

At the end of his life, in 1834, a young missionary named 

Alexander Duff came to see Carey, and Duff was apparently 

enamored by Carey’s accomplishments.  And as Duff was leaving 
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the room, Carey said, “Mr. Duff, you have been speaking about Dr. 

Carey, Dr. Carey.  When I am gone, say nothing about Dr. 

Carey—speak about Dr. Carey’s Saviour.” 

On his tombstone he instructed that these words appear:  

“A wretched, poor, and helpless worm.  On thy kind arms I fall.”   

 Well, the wonder of God’s plan for world evangelization is 

that He uses folks like us and like William Carey, who are 

wretched, poor, and helpless.  God uses individuals such as 

ourselves to preach this Gospel of Jesus Christ so that others will 

hear and believe and call upon the name of the Lord. 

  Our sermon text for this morning speaks of the necessity of 

sending and preaching and hearing and believing and calling.  This 

morning I want us to look at the necessity of each of those 

specifically.  First, though, let me say a few things about the 

paragraph as a whole and what Paul is teaching here about the 

Jews and the Gentiles. 

Jews and Gentiles 

 Paul is still developing the point he began in 9:30, that 

Gentiles are being saved while Israel is stumbling over the 

stumbling stone.  What we’re seeing in this section, from Romans 

9:30 and including chapter 10, is a truth that complements the truth 

taught in Romans 9:1-29.  If you were here during the weeks we 

studied those verses, you remember the clear teaching of 

unconditional election.  God is sovereign over who is saved and 

who is not saved.  He chooses graciously and unconditionally.  

Unconditional election is one key answer to the troubling reality 

that so many Jews do not believe in Jesus the Messiah.  He is their 

Messiah, and yet they are rejecting Him.  The big question is: Does 

this mean that God is reneging on His promises?  Paul says, no—

that’s not the case.  Because God never promised to save every 

Israelite.  He will save certain ones whom He chooses, and He will 

reject others.  That’s how it has always been, since Isaac and 

Ishmael, and Jacob and Esau.  God is in control of who gets saved.  

That’s one key answer. 

 But now he makes an equally valid point, namely, that the 

Israelites are willfully rejecting their Messiah.  They are zealous, 

but ignorant, as Paul writes at the beginning of chapter 10.  They 

are not submitting to the righteousness of God (10:3), which is 

very similar to what verse 16 says, “they have not all obeyed the 

gospel.”  They have heard (verse 18), and they even have a level of 

understanding (verse 19), but they reject the message.  They will 
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not humble themselves.  They will not obey.  They continue to be a 

disobedient and contrary people.   

 The quotation in verse 18 is interesting, because it comes 

from the beginning of Psalm 19, which speaks of the heavens 

declaring the glory of God and the sky above proclaiming his 

handiwork.  “Day to day pours out speech, and night to night 

reveals knowledge.”  At first this seems a bit confusing, because 

those verses are about general revelation / natural revelation.  This 

is the knowledge of God that comes to humanity through creation.  

We look into the night sky and can see that there must be a God 

who designed this.   

Paul writes about this in Romans 1 as well. “For what can 

be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation 

of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 

without excuse.” (Romans 1:19–20, ESV)  

 What we learn there is that general revelation (the 

knowledge of God that comes through creation) is enough to hold 

everyone accountable to seek God.  But what we learn in Romans 

10 is that general revelation is not enough to save.  There must be 

special revelation.  There must be clear communication of the 

person and work of Jesus Christ.  That is special revelation. 

So this is what makes the quotation of Psalm 19 a bit 

puzzling.  But we should be reminded, first of all, that Psalm 19 is 

not only about the knowledge of God communicated through 

nature.  It also speaks of special revelation, if you read on in that 

chapter—the law of the Lord, the testimony of the Lord, the 

precepts of the Lord, the commandment of the Lord, the rules of 

the Lord . . ..  And we should also remember that Paul uses the OT 

in various ways.  And it seems that here he is simply using the 

language of Psalm 19 to make a point about the Jews hearing the 

Gospel message.  The Jews have heard this.  They know it.  They 

should understand it.  And they shouldn’t be surprised by this thing 

that is happening among the Gentiles.   

They should know this from both the law and the prophets.  

First from the law, as Paul quotes Moses in verse 19, and then 

from the prophets, as Paul quotes Isaiah in verse 20.  Both of them 

indicate salvation going to the nations, which in turn will make 

Israel jealous and angry.  And that is just what has been happening. 

Romans 10:21 is another quotation from Isaiah—it’s 

actually the verse right after the verse quoted in 10:20.  Isaiah 65:1 
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appears in verse 20, and then Isaiah 65:2 appears in verse 21.  This 

last quotation is, again, an important complement to the picture of 

God we have in Romans 9.  We need to see both, or we will end up 

with a skewed perception of God’s dealings with humanity.  If you 

read Romans 9 and think that God is just the decision-maker who 

chooses some and rejects others, and if you think of Him as cold 

and unfeeling in these decisions, then you are not seeing the whole 

picture.  We also need to see Him as the One who has held out His 

hands all day long to a disobedient and contrary people. 

“Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord 

GOD, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live?” 

(Ezekiel 18:23, ESV)  

“Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure 

in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 

and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 

you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11, ESV)  

Don’t jump to conclusions too quickly about what 

unconditional election may imply about the character of God.  God 

is not simple.  He is a very complex Being.  Each of us is complex 

as well, and God is even more so.  His ways are above us, beyond 

our comprehension.  So we learn of His absolute sovereignty.  And 

we also learn of His aching heart which grieves at the thought of 

those who reject Him.  He holds His hands out all day long, 

yearning for the wicked to forsake their ways and turn to Him.  It’s 

important for us to see that in this text. 

Now let’s go back and spend the rest of our time in verses 

14-15.  In one sense, much of this passage has specific application 

to the predicament of Israel and their unbelief.  They have heard, 

but won’t believe.  But these verses also have some very important 

things to say which are applicable not only to Israel but to all of 

humanity.  And they inform our understanding of the missionary 

task.   

Calling 

 First is calling.  This is the term that links the quotation 

from Joel in verse 13 with the sequence of statements in verses 14-

15.  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

That’s verse 13.  Then he begins to work backwards in the process 

to show the necessity of each of these steps.  The culminating step 

is that of calling. 

 We have spoken of God’s effectual call, by which He 

draws people irresistibly to Himself.  We discussed this in our 
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adult SS class just last week as part of our study through the 

Statement of Faith.  That is God’s call.  But this verse is speaking 

of us calling out to Him, which is the result of Him calling us.  

God works in our hearts to give us a desire for Him, and then we 

call out to Him.  We call out to Him for salvation.  We call out to 

Him because we realize our emptiness and His fullness.  We call 

out to Him because we realize our sinfulness and His holiness.  We 

call out to Him because we realize our desperate condition, and we 

can see that He is powerful and gracious to rescue us.   

 A critical thing to see here is that calling out to God 

involves personal trust.  You don’t call out to someone you don’t 

trust.  Think about it.  If you are in a real sticky situation, and you 

need advice, who are you going to call?  Someone whose advice 

you trust.  If you are a young kid standing on the side of the 

swimming pool, and you want someone to catch you when you 

jump in, who are you going to call out to?  Someone you trust, 

someone who you know will catch you safely and not let you get 

hurt.   

 Calling out to God involves trust.  You can’t just say some 

words and expect that you’re saved.  You have to be resting in 

Him, looking to Him for help, leaning on Him, asking for His 

mercy, trusting that He can rescue you.   

Believing 

 This calling is an outworking of believing.  Verse 14, how 

then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  Along 

with personal trust, it’s also necessary to know and believe certain 

truths about the One you’re calling out to.  We must believe that 

He can save us.  And in order to believe that in such a way that we 

call out to Him in confidence, we must know some things about 

His character and what He has done to save sinners.   

There is an ancient prayer to an unknown god that goes like 

this: 

“May the wrath of the heart of my god be pacified! 

May the god who is unknown to me be pacified! 

May the goddess who is unknown to me be pacified! 

May the known and unknown god be pacified! 

May the known and unknown goddess be pacified! 

The sin which I have committed I know not. 

The misdeed which I have committed I know not.” 

It goes on, but that’s the gist of the whole thing.  Calling out to 

unknown gods, hoping that these unknown gods will hear this plea 
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and have mercy.  That, of course, is pagan religion.  The Christian 

faith is one built on knowledge and firm belief.  We must know 

clearly about our sins, and we must know clearly who God is and 

how His Son, Jesus Christ, came to die on a cross to save sinners 

like us.  We must believe these things about Him.       

Hearing 

Where does this knowledge come from that undergirds firm 

belief?  It comes from hearing.  The middle part of verse 14, And 

how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  

Hearing is essential to faith.  There must be some communication 

of biblical, gospel truth that takes root in a person’s heart, and then 

blossoms into a lively faith which calls upon the name of the Lord.  

One of the inevitable questions that comes up here is: what 

about those who have never heard?  And that takes us back again 

to the passage in Romans 1 that I referred to earlier.   

Romans 1:19-20 says, “For what can be known about God 

is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  For his 

invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 

in the things that have been made.”   

 General revelation that comes through nature is not 

sufficient to save.  But God does reveal Himself in creation in such 

a way that all humanity, deep down within them, have a 

knowledge that a Creator exists to whom they are accountable.  

And we have a conscience as well.  We see the fingerprint of God 

on this world that He has made, and we have a moral sense within 

us.  And therefore we have no excuse for our rebellion.  Nobody 

will be able to stand before God on judgment day and say to Him, 

“But I didn’t know.  I didn’t know there was a Creator.  I thought I 

could live however I wanted to.  I didn’t know that there’s a moral 

right and wrong.  I thought that I could determine right and wrong 

for myself.”  There are certainly many who would attempt that 

kind of argument, but God calls the bluff.  No excuses!  There is 

the testimony of nature.  There is the testimony of our own 

conscience.  We are accountable.  There is enough revelation in 

nature to make us aware that a divine Creator exists, and therefore 

we should be seeking further knowledge of Him.           

This has important ramifications for how we think about 

missions.  This should give us great urgency in going to the ends of 

the earth with the Gospel, because there are people groups who do 

not know the Good News.  And they must hear the Good News in 

order to be saved.  They have the revelation of nature, but they do 
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not yet have the special revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The exciting thing is that the Gospel is on the move.  There are 

missionaries heading to many unreached peoples in the world, and 

we should be energetic to be supporting and participating in these 

ventures.  

 In Don Richardson’s book, Eternity in Their Hearts, he 

tells of the Gedeo people of Ethiopia.  They believed in a 

benevolent god they called Magano, and they feared an evil being 

they called Sheit’an, to whom they made sacrifices.  Not many of 

the people prayed, but there was one man, Warrasa Wange, who 

prayed fervently to Magano that he would reveal himself to the 

people.  Then Warrasa had a vision.  In his vision he saw two 

white-skinned men come and set up shelters under the shade of a 

sycamore tree near his town.  And then, in the vision, Warrasa 

heard a voice that told him, “These men will bring you a message 

from Magano, the God you seek.  Wait for them.”  So he waited.  

And he waited.  And he continued to wait.  And several others 

must have had visions as well, because they prophesied that 

strangers would be coming with a message from Magano.   

 It was 8 years after Warrasa’s vision, in 1948, that two 

Canadian missionaries showed up in that town.  Albert Brant and 

Glen Cain wanted to begin their work in a more central location, 

but because of the political situation at the time they were advised 

to go to this town on the outskirts of the Gedeo population.  As 

they drove up in their old truck, they sought shade under a large 

sycamore tree.  Warrasa heard their vehicle, and slowly headed 

over toward them.  He became one of the first of many, many 

converts.
1
    

 I think that story is a great illustration of how God works 

through general revelation and special revelation.  Warrasa knew 

that God exists.  But he also knew that the people needed God to 

reveal Himself to them.  So he prayed.  And God gave him this 

vision, and then God brought missionaries to share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our friends who are now living in the Middle East and just 

had a baby, have seen this kind of thing as well.  He has shared 

with me stories of individuals who had dreams which prompted 

them to seek him out and ask him about Jesus, because they had 

heard him talk about Jesus before.  God is on the move.  The 

Gospel is on the move.  God is revealing Himself, and what’s so 

incredible to think about is that He wants to use us as His 

messengers.  God could bring the message to people however He 

                                                           
1
 Don Richardson, Eternity in Their Hearts, pages 48-50. 
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wants to.  But He has ordained to bring the message through 

people like us.  He uses us to communicate what people must hear 

in order to believe and call out to the Lord.  

Preaching 

 What must they hear?  They must hear Gospel preaching.  

This is the last statement in verse 14, “How are they to hear 

without someone preaching?”  This is a beautiful thing which God 

has ordained.  God means for His glory and His salvation to be 

heralded to the ends of the earth.  Our God is a God who speaks.  

He uses verbal and written communication to draw people to 

Himself.  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  

And how did He do so?  He used words.  He said, “Let there be 

light” and there was light.  And remember how the Gospel of John 

describes Jesus, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1, ESV)  

 We have the written Word of God in Scripture.  And we 

have the living Word of God, who is Jesus Christ.  And there is a 

long line of Gospel heralds whom God has sent to proclaim His 

truth—prophets and apostles and evangelists and pastors and 

missionaries.  And that long line of Gospel heralds leads right up 

to us, in our day.  The believers of our day must take this baton and 

run the next leg of the race.   

 We should be proclaiming the truth of the Gospel in our 

homes, to our children.  We need to be diligent in the ministries of 

this church that Gospel truth is what shapes and motivates 

everything we do.  We want to make sure that Gospel proclamation 

is the focus of our corporate worship services.  If the word of 

Christ is not going forth strongly and clearly, then we are missing 

out on something essential that God has called us to do and be.  

We are to be heralds, preachers, proclaimers of what Christ has 

done for us.  It’s not just me who is a preacher.  All believers are to 

be preachers in the sense that we tell this message to others.   

Sending 

 Finally, sending.  This is the first part of verse 15, “And 

how are they to preach unless they are sent?”  We are all to be 

preachers, and in order to preach to those who have not heard 

involves being sent.  The point here is that God is sending out 

preachers.  God is taking the initiative to make this message known 

far and wide.  The way it applies to us is to think about how we are 

sending and being sent.  There are plenty of ways to send and be 

sent right here in Pittsburgh, because there are many right here in 

this city and region who do not know the Gospel.  And so we need 
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to go (across the street, across town, across bridges and through 

tunnels [this is Pittsburgh, after all!], across racial barriers, across 

any other barriers that hinder us from telling this message to 

others. 

 But not only in this region are there people who have not 

heard the Gospel, there are many in other parts of the world who 

have not heard, and are far less likely to hear than those who live 

in the United States.  I think again of our friends in the Middle East 

(3 couples from this church who are now living in that region of 

the world), who have been sent out from us.  In many ways, they 

would all enjoy being here with us, connecting regularly with this 

church family.  And we would love to have them here in our midst, 

enjoying their fellowship and serving alongside them in the 

ministries God has sent us to do here.  But God has sent them to 

other places. 

 I was thinking about this throughout the week—the 

bittersweet nature of sending.  It is heart wrenching to say goodbye 

to folks you love.  But it’s necessary for the cause of the Gospel.  

Believers have to be moving out into the world, and to other parts 

of the world, because the Gospel is on the move.  If we want to be 

used by God, we need to be on the move too.  If we get too 

comfortable in our holy huddle, wanting to preserve everything the 

way it is now, then we’ll be stagnant and unfruitful.  If, however, 

we’re willing to send and go, even though there are many 

difficulties that come along with that, then we will have the 

exciting adventure of watching the Gospel move out in this region 

and around the world.  As the last part of our mission statement 

says, “We exist to ignite a joyful passion for the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ among all the peoples of Pittsburgh and the world.”  

So, as William Carey said, let’s expect great things from 

God and attempt great things for God.  We can expect great things 

from God because we know that He is sovereign and powerful and 

that He saves those whom He has chosen to save, who are from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  And we must 

attempt great things for God, because we know that He uses means 

to accomplish His purposes.  We are those means.  He uses us!  He 

uses His people to take this message to those around us in our lives 

and to send messengers to the nations around the world so that 

people will hear and believe and call upon the name of the Lord 

and be saved. 


