
Ezekiel: The Priestly Prophet Called 

Today we return to our journey through the Old Testament.  We enter into the next major phase of the history of God’s 

people referred to as the exile.  

Last October we wrapped up the kingdom years and learned that God was faithful to all His promises, not only to bless 

Israel but also to discipline His people when they rejected Him and set aside their covenant with Him. 

Some 700 or so years after God brought the descendants of Abraham out of Egypt, 10 of the 12 tribes of Israel which 

formed the northern kingdom of Israel were overwhelmed by the Assyrian Empire and were exiled from the Promised 

Land.  Roughly 135 years after that the city of Jerusalem, capital of Judah, in the southern kingdom of Israel fell into the 

control of the rising and expanding empire of Babylon.  Over a period of 18 years, in three waves, the inhabitants of 

Judah were allowed by God to be exiled from the Promise Land to the land of Babylon.  There was a judgment of God 

predicted by the prophet Jeremiah and others. 

These events of divine judgment formed the period referred to as “The Exile.”  Over the next several weeks we’re going 

to study the exile from the books of Ezekiel and Daniel.  These are two prophets of God who served the Lord and fulfilled 

their calling while themselves being exiled to Babylon.  And we’re going to start with Ezekiel.  But before we read about 

his calling, I want to help us all see the context of Ezekiel’s life in relation to what is happening to his nation.  Take a look 

at this chart: 

697-642 Manasseh (Son of Hezekiah) – Very Evil 

642-640 Amon (Son of Manassah) – Very Evil 

640-609 Josiah – (Son of Amon) - AWESOME!! 

  623 Birth of Ezekiel, son of a priest named Buzi 

609-609 Jehoahaz – (Son of Josiah) – Evil  

609-598 Johoakim/Eliakim (Son of Josiah) – Evil – 1st Deportation 605 B.C. 

598-597 Johoichin (Son of Jeoakim) – Evil – 2nd Deportation 598 B.C. (Ezekiel exiled) 

  593 Calling of Ezekiel to Prophetic Ministry at the age of 30. 

597-587 Zedekiah (Son of Josiah) – Evil – 3rd Deportation/Destruction of Jerusalem 587 B.C. 

 

What I want you to notice first is that Ezekiel was born during the reign of King Josiah as the son of a priest.  The years 

prior to the reign of Josiah were Judah’s darkest years spiritually.  During Manasseh’s reign the Law of Moses was 

collecting dust in the temple, which had been completely let go.  No sacrifices, no priestly duties being fulfilled in the 

temple, no worship, no ministry through the priesthood.  It was a dark era. 

Manasseh eventually repented and was forgiven but the damage to the nation and its covenant relationship with God 

was widespread.  His son Amon was ungodly and did not repent with his father, but rather continued in the ways of his 

father’s evil years.  But thankfully, and by an act of God’s grace, Amon died when his son Josiah was only 8 years old.  He 

was under the care of faithful priest named Hilkiah.  Josiah then was raised by a godly priest rather than his evil father 

Amon.  This turned out to be a great blessing. 

Josiah was a faithful, godly king who set his aim to restore the temple and the priesthood. About 10 years into his reign, 

in the process of restoring the temple, the Law of God was found and read to the king.  This provided great motivation 

for Josiah and he sought diligently to lead Israel to follow the Law of God again.  He initiated the destruction and 

removal of all the shrines and high-places of pagan worship, which filled the countryside of Judah.  It was in the midst of 

these reforms that Ezekiel was born as the son of a priest.      



So Ezekiel was raised in the home of a priest during the last half of the reign of Josiah.  When Josiah died Ezekiel was 14 

years old and living in the home of an actively serving priest.   

As you can see in the chart though, Josiah’s sons did not follow in his godly ways.  The reforms therefore did not hold 

and ultimately turn the tide of the nation.   

Now all during this century the Assyrian Empire is on the way down and the Babylonian Empire was on the rise.  When 

Ezekiel was 17-18 years old Babylon subjugated Judah and the first deportation occurred.  This is when Daniel was 

deported to Babylon about the age of 15.  Seven years later at age 25 Ezekiel was exiled along with King Johoachin in the 

second wave.   

Now priests did not begin their service at the temple until 30 years old.  So being exiled away from Jerusalem at 25 

would have been a major disappointment for Buzi, Ezekiel’s father, and for Ezekiel.  But they knew it was coming 

because of the prophecies of Jeremiah. 

So Ezekiel is living in Babylon and on what may well be his 30th birthday (the day when a Levite is old enough to serve in 

the temple), is hundreds of miles away from Jerusalem, and had a divine encounter with God which would shape and 

form his activity and service to the Lord for the next 20 years (which by the way is the length of a priest’s service (age 30-

50)).  What we’re about to study this morning is God’s calling of Ezekiel to his ministry as priest-prophet.   

His calling takes place in three phases.  And this is fairly normal.  When God selects someone to do something, He gets 

our attention somehow.  He begins to reveal Himself, the mission, and then works on us until we obey.  Very similar 

thing with Ezekiel. 

Turn in your bibles to Ezekiel Chapter 1. 

Phase 1: God reveals Himself in a vision of His glory.  (Ezekiel 1) 

Read 1:1-3 

Now I’m not going to read the detail of what Ezekiel is referring to here because of time.  But let me summarize: 

Verses 1:4-24 explain a vision that involves magnificent creatures and humanly unexplainable phenomena.  At the end 

of his description of this vision he explains what it’s all about.  Look at verse 26-28. 

Now this is maybe one the most important texts of the whole book.  Before God said anything to Ezekiel about his 

calling; before God gave him any messages to pass on; God revealed to him His glory.   

Why is this so important?  Grasping the glory and holiness of God explains how grave Judah’s rejection of God, their 

impurity, idolatry, and arrogance was.  Their sins are sins against this glorious and holy God.  The unfaithfulness and 

impurity is held up against the backdrop of how magnificent the God whom they rejected is.  And when Ezekiel’s 

message is rejected, and when he is growing weary in his calling, he will always be able to go back to this vision of the 

glory of God to remind himself who he serves. 

And if you read this book you will see him do just that.  On many occasion he will refer to the vision of God’s glory at the 

River Chebar. 

Application: Being consistently reminded through the scriptures of the glory and magnificence of the God you are 

serving provides ample motivation for: 

1. Perseverance in your service to Him. 

2. Holy living while in this sinful world. 

3. Faithful obedience to Him. 

Phase 2: God calls Ezekiel to deliver His words to the exiles. (Ezek 2:1-3:11) 



2:1 He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." 2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into 
me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the 
Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against 
me to this very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, 'This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says.' 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen--for they are a rebellious house--they 
will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. 
Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of 
what they say or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You must speak my words to them, 
whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do 
not rebel like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you." 9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand 
stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of 
lament and mourning and woe. 
 
3:1 And he said to me, "Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of 
Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 3 Then he said to me, "Son of man, eat this 
scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it." So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 4 He 
then said to me: "Son of man, go now to the house of Israel and speak my words to them. 5 You are not being 
sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel-- 6 not to many peoples of 
obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, 
they would have listened to you. 7 But the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not 
willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate. 8 But I will make you as 
unyielding and hardened as they are. 9 I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not 
be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house." 10 And he said to me, "Son of man, 
listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to you. 11 Go now to your countrymen in exile and speak 
to them. Say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says,' whether they listen or fail to listen." 

 

This is an incredible thing to have happen.  God is at work and ready to speak to His people outside the Promised Land, 

while they are under His judgment and while the rest of their families and relatives are still back in Judah.  The last of 

God’s judgment upon Judah is yet to come and God is going speak to these whom He has exiled and continue to call 

them to Himself.  He is going to tell the people who are in exile what is about to happen back in Jerusalem so that when 

it does they will know that it is God who is doing it.  And so they know when He then tells them about how He is going to 

bring them back to Judah and restore them they will have hope and realize that Israel is not going to cease to exist. 

This is a good time to show you the outline of the book of Ezekiel. 

Chapters 1-3 – The calling of Ezekiel to Prophetic Ministry 

Chapters 4-24 – Prophecies of the Final Judgment of God on Judah 

Chapters 25-32 – Prophecies of the Judgments on Israel’s Enemies 

Chapters 33-48 – Prophecies concerning the Restoration of God’s people to the Promiseland 

These prophecies are what will make up the messages that God is going to give Ezekiel to deliver. 

Application: Now here is something we can take and apply to ourselves in our culture.  We too are given a message to 

deliver to a people who are not necessarily interested in hearing it.  And our message is that a glorious and holy God 

loves a world that is sinful and rebellious.  And our message is one of both impending judgment and one of glorious 

salvation.  Through faith in Jesus Christ sins can be forgiven, lives can be transformed, and eternal destinies changed. 

But if there is no repentance, no surrender to faith and obedience to God, there is no salvation.  Eternal separation from 

God in eternal damnation to the Lake of Fire is what awaits sinners.   

We serve the same holy and fierce God that called Ezekiel, and who exiled some of the people to Judah.  And this holy 

and fierce God longs to save people but He is unwilling to pardon without repentance. 



We are ambassadors of Jesus Christ and we carry His message, just as Ezekiel carried God’s message.  We must eat it 

and internalize.  We must fully embrace it in other words.  And we must deliver it just as we are called by God to do, 

regardless of how people respond.  We are to deliver it because we serve a glorious God and we want Him to be 

glorified both in our delivering the message and in spite of how people may respond. 

Some will listen!  Some will not!  Some will come to Him.  Some will not.  But like Ezekiel consumed the scroll with God’s 

words, so we must consume the message of the gospel God has given us.  And we must share it regardless of whether or 

not people are eager to hear or listen.   

 

So God gave Ezekiel a vision of His glory and clarified his new role as a spokesman or witness.  And like Moses, when he 

was called, Ezekiel wasn’t happy with this.  He went off and sulked more or less. 

Ezekiel 3:12-15 

And that is the conclusion of the vision and Ezekiel’s initial response.  But God is not done.  After the initial seven days 

when a person could be wondering “Did I really hear God, right?  Was I just having a dream?”  God came to him with His 

first message.  And it’s not for God’s people.  It’s for him!   

Phase 3: God impressed upon Ezekiel his accountability for his calling. 

You can’t blame Ezekiel for being upset about this role.  To me this would be like being made the pastor of a group of 

staunch atheists or something.  So God used an effective analogy and image to help him see the importance of what he 

would be doing.  He said he would be like a watchmen for the city.   

Ezekiel 3:16-21 

Application:  I remember reading this text when I was young man learning about evangelism.  And it is gripping to think 

about.  We’ve been given the Good News message, and if we fail to warn people the idea of their “blood” or their 

eternal damnation being on yours and my hands is a lot to take.   

But aren’t we very much like a watchmen?  We can see disaster coming.  We know that we are safe and others who are 

estranged from God or who are relying on their works or religion to save them are in grave danger.   

And no matter how uncomfortable it may be or how resistant someone may be, when God places people in our lives we 

need to figure out a way to talk to them about Christ.  We need to so internalize the message that it is on our tongue 

and on our minds week in and week out.  And quite honestly, there is nothing quite like sharing the Gospel with people.  

Unlike the messages Ezekiel would be given for the next 7 ½ years, our message is a positive message.   

We are coming to know the Eternal Lord of Glory who loves the world so much that He sent His only son.  He came and 

took the penalty of our sin upon Himself.  He died the death we deserved to die.   

If we believe and trust Him as our savior and surrender our lives to Him as our Lord we will be forgiven all the sins that 

stand between us and God.  We will be pardoned the eternal damnation that awaits us.  And we will get to live the rest 

of our lives here at peace with God in service to Him.  Abundant life today - Eternal life tomorrow.   

This is a good news message.   

What has been your response to God’s message, to God’s calling? 


