
                                          Mk. 14:43-51  “The Judas-Kiss”

For the Children: When I was in primary school, I was falsely accused of stealing something from the class-room.  The 
teacher kept me and another boy in during the lunch-break, to get a confession from one of us.  I was angry that I should be 
wrongly accused.  I was embarrassed that everyone might think I did it!  I protested my innocence very strongly.  But when 
the Lord Jesus was accused wrongly, and arrested, He did not try to prevent it.  He knew He had to put up with the shame, 
the trial, the experience of hell and death, in order to save us.  Questions: How do we know that the Lord willingly gave 
Himself into the hands of these wicked men?   Why was that necessary for us to be saved?  Why was it necessary for all the 
Lord’s disciples to run away?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Shameful Betrayal
• The Judas Gang: The Sanhedrin had sent a “large crowd” (Mt. 26:47) of men with Judas to arrest Jesus.  They 

came with short-swords and clubs, suggesting Roman soldiers with Temple and Court police (Jn. 18:3, 12).  The 
number could have been 200-400, or even more.

• The Judas Signal: Judas knew the time and place to find Jesus, and would recognize Him in the semi-dark.  The 
pre-arranged signal was Judas’ kiss, by which the officers would know whom to arrest.  Judas called the Lord, 
“Rabbi” and kissed Him – signs of respect and affection, but with great hypocrisy.  He acted as if he could 
fool the Lord by this charade.

• No Surprise: However, the Lord had already shown that He knew Judas was betraying Him, knew when, 
and knew the consequences (14:17,20-21, 22-27, 42).  So when He tells the disciples to “Get up!” (v. 42) 
and goes to meet those coming to arrest Him (Jn. 18:4), He is surrendering Himself , voluntarily, in order 
to obey His Father’s will and save us from our sins.   

Second Point: A Shameful Arrest
• Like a Criminal: The Lord admonishes the authorities for treating Him like a criminal.  He points out that 

they had had plenty of opportunities to arrest Him when He taught in the Temple.  This implies that they 
are cowards and that this is a false arrest – for teaching the Truth!  His arrest is unjustified.

• To Fulfill Scripture: However, these things had to take place to fulfill the Scriptures – such as Is. 53:12, 
Zech. 13:7/Mk. 14:27, which indicated that He must be numbered with transgressors and struck down. 
These prophecies imply that it was also predestined (Acts 2:23).

• Due to Our Sins: It was also necessary for our salvation.  God was treating His Son, our Representative 
and Substitute, as if He had sinned.  He therefore had to be treated as a criminal, shamed, have all 
blessings removed, be cut off from fellowship with His Father, feel the weight of God’s anger against sin, 
and die – because that is what we deserve.  Yet He volunteered for all of that, for our salvation.

Third Point: A Shameful Flight
• Initial Resistance: Initially Peter resisted, cutting off the ear of the High Priest’s servant (Jn. 18:10-11). 

The other disciples were ready to follow suit (Lk. 22:49).  The Lord tells them to stop, and heals the 
servant (Mt. 26:51-54, Lk. 22:51).  He explains why they must not resist.  The arresting-party is too 
scared to approach Him.  He makes them let the 11 go, but offers Himself to them (Jn. 18:8-9).  

• Fight or Flight: The disciples do not understand that the Lord had to die, or why they must not resist.  For 
them the only choices are “fight or flight.”  That is the way people think when they do not understand the 
Lord’s suffering, or the believer’s share in it.  See 1 Pet. 2:19-25.  The disciples therefore flee.

• The Last Man Standing: One young man – dressed only in a fine linen wrap – is left following Jesus. 
Some believe it was Mark.  He escapes minus the sheet.  Jesus must be left to suffer alone, with all 
support removed.  But the flight of all the disciples is shameful.  The man’s nakedness emphasizes that 
shame.  See Amos 2:16, Rev. 3:17, 16:15, 17:16.  But the Lord had to have shame put upon Him, so 
that we could be free of all shame on the Last Day (Phlp. 1:20). 

Conclusion:




