
       The Rebellion is Squashed 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 34:1-3            Hymn #13-  O Worship the King 
1st Scripture:  2 Samuel 20:1-13    Hymn #772-  Deliver Me From Evil 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 20:13-22   Hymn #269-  Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken 

Introduction: 

 Last time, we saw that, as an unresolved dispute had erupted between the men of Judah 

and the men of Israel, a man, named Sheba, had sought to capitalize on the high tension, by 

pouring gas on the fire, and initiating a rebellion with the men of Israel.  And as the men of Israel 

followed Sheba, they headed north, where Sheba would attempt to increase his following, unto 

the division of the kingdom.   

 After returning to Jerusalem, David had immediately taken steps to quell the rebellion 

before it led to an irreparable schism.  He had commissioned Amasa, to gather the army of Judah 

together, within three days, and to return to David.  Amasa, for some unknown reason, delayed 

beyond the three day time frame, compelling David to send Abishai with David's body guard and 

his mighty men, after Sheba.  Along the way, at Gibeon, Amasa met up with Abishai's army, but 

Joab had murdered Amasa, in cold blood, preventing Amasa from replacing Joab, as commander 

of the army.  Following this, the entire army follows Joab, in the continued pursuit of Sheba.  

 This morning, we continue on with the army of Judah, unto the ultimate defeat and 

destruction of Sheba's rebellion.  And to that end, we will find that David is able to maintain his 

reign over all of Israel. 

I.  The Rebellion is Squashed  (vs. 13-22) 

 Following the murder of Amasa then, Joab and the army head north to pursue Sheba the 

son of Bichri.  And on the way, we are told, that Joab had recruited additional soldiers throughout 

the northern tribes, to join him, in his pursuit of Sheba.  Finally, they arrive at a city called 

"Abel" of Beth Maachah, where Sheba has stationed himself, and they raise up a siege mound, 

against the city, preparing to pull the surrounding, defensive wall down.  And they begin to batter 

the wall, unto this end. 
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 And as they are battering the wall, we are told in verse 16, that a wise woman, "cried out 

from the city, 'Hear, hear!  Please say to Joab, 'Come nearby, that I may speak with you.'"  And 

so, Joab then went near to where the woman was speaking from, and she began to plead with 

him, saying (in essence), "Look, why are you seeking to destroy a valued and faithful city; 

indeed, a mother in Israel?  This city has been used for so much good, and it has such a noble and 

treasured history in Israel.  Why will you swallow up the inheritance of the Lord?"  And Joab 

then wisely answers, "Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy."  "I have 

no desire to see this city destroyed in the least sense of the word."  "But a man from the 

mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has raised his hand against the king, 

against David.  Deliver him only, and I will depart from the city" (vs. 20-21).  "There's a 

treasonous rebel in your gates, who is a threat to the king.  Give me him alone, and we will walk 

away and spare the city." 

 The wise woman, then wisely responds, "Watch, his head will be thrown to you over the 

wall."  "Hang on, Joab, you'll have his head thrown over to you, in a few moments."  Then, we 

are told that, "the woman in her wisdom went to all the people" (vs. 22a).  And after speaking 

wisely to them, concerning the urgent matter, "they cut off the head of Sheba the son of  

Bichri, and threw it out to Joab" (vs. 22b).  Once the head of the snake, was literally cut off, and 

the rebellion was officially squashed, finally, we are told, "Then he (Joab) blew a trumpet, and 

they withdrew from the city, every man to his tent.  So Joab returned to the king at 

Jerusalem" (vs. 22c).  No doubt, Joab's success in this regard, both in dealing with Sheba, and in 

doing so, without having to destroy the city of Abel, kept him from presently being recompensed 

for his evil act of murdering Amasa in cold blood.  But, as we will see down the road, Joab 

became more odious to David for this crime, and it will help lead to his impending judgment, 

when David's son, Solomon reigns, in David's stead. 

II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications        

 Having worked through a general summary of the events recorded in our text, brethren, 

let us then use our remaining time to consider a few closing thoughts and applications: 
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 1)  Take note, again, of God's providential use of a wise woman, to prevent utter disaster.  

In the past, we saw how a wealthy, and yet, foolish man, named Nabal, nearly destroyed his 

whole house, because of his contemptuous treatment of David.  And it was Abigail, Nabal's wife, 

who went out to David, and appeased his anger, unto the preservation of Nabal's entire house.   

 Well here, once again, we find a wise woman, being used by God, in this case, to prevent 

utter disaster upon an entire city.  And as the siege was set against Abel, with Joab's army 

battering the wall, preparing to tear it down, and to bring disaster upon the city, we might well 

ask, "Where were the wise men of the city?"  How is it that a woman was the one, given enough 

sense, to do, perhaps, what the men were too proud to do?  She called Joab to herself.  She 

engaged him, and pled on behalf of the city, and finally, she went throughout the city and 

convinced everyone of the wise action of delivering the one man, Sheba, over to Joab, unto the 

preservation of the city.  How much destruction, not only to the physical city itself, but to the 

people within it, this woman prevented, God only knows.  But, she is noteworthy, is she not?  

 And men, once again, we would do well, to give ear to the expressed concerns of our 

women, recognizing that they have particular, God-given insights, which may be used to save us 

a lot of grief in the short and/or long run.  Those men, who have a certain, proud way about 

them, which would discount women as inferior or less capable of providing wise input, regarding 

any given decision, will find themselves drowning in a sea of their own foolishness, if not for 

any other reason than to humble them, and to remind them that they are but dust.  God uses the 

more despised things in this world, and the lowly; indeed, he uses babes, to confound the wise.  

This woman of Abel, saved the entire city, because she reasoned, spoke up, and took wise steps, 

which apparently, the men were either too proud or too unwise to take.   

 2) See again, the hidden hand of divine providence, acting on behalf of David.  Wave 

upon wave of trial, had fallen upon David.  He was forced to flee Jerusalem because of the 

treasonous rebellion of his own son; his close friend and counselor, Ahithophel, betrayed him 

(along with many others in Judah and all Israel); his son Absalom was killed; Joab has continued 

to pull his insubordinate shenanigans (even, insensitively threatening and lashing out at David, 

when he mourned the death of his son); a contention has erupted between Judah and the rest of 

the tribes, because the men of Judah neglected to invite the men of Israel to bring the king back 
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to Jerusalem, and then Sheba, a wicked man with ill motives, initiated a rebellion, seeking to 

drive an immovable wedge between Israel and Judah.   

 All of these things fell on David's plate, one right on the heels of the other.  And he was 

forced to deal with them all, one at a time, trusting that God would somehow restore order.  And 

indeed, God did that very thing.  All in all, brethren, see again, that God is not merely aware of 

our sorrows, even when they are piled exceptionally high; even when several additional folders 

have fallen onto the floor before we have finished rearranging the previous ones... God is not 

merely aware of our trials, but rather, He is actively involved in using them for our sanctification, 

with the intent of eventually carrying us to safety.  We will be overloaded with the impossible 

and the unbearable, at times, so that, we will be continually taught to look to God for strength 

beyond our own.  And as we do this, unwilling to compromise our faith, we will find access to a 

strength far beyond our own; indeed, divine strength, which will not only bear us up under the 

weight of our trials (however fierce they might be), but furthermore, which will, in our being 

constantly driven to Christ for help, strengthen our faith and confidence in Christ, as we find 

Him meeting us right there, in the midst of the storm, walking on top of the turbulent waters, 

only to lead us to the other side of the Sea of Galilee!   

 In God's due time, He spoke the words, "Peace, be still;" He rebuked the fierce waves and 

the rebellion of Sheba was quenched, and David found a place of respite, with the entire 

kingdom, brought back under his authority and reign.  And such is happening, and will happen 

with the Kingdom of Christ!  Though the waves beat upon His church, she will triumph in Him, 

and she will be all the better, all the more holy, and all the more stronger, having gone through 

the wilderness, surviving the onslaught of higher powers, the rulers of the darkness of this age, 

and spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12)!            

 3) See in Sheba's death, another terrifying and morbid picture of the judgment to come 

upon all of those, who remain in a state of rebellion against God.  Friends, we can very easily be 

tempted to distance ourselves from Sheba, and to isolate him as a poor sap, who blindly rebelled 

against David, unto his own utter downfall and destruction.  And in our distancing ourselves 

from Sheba, we can comment to one another, "What a foolish man!  Did he think for a moment 

that he would actually get away with his wicked plan?  Now look at him!  What benefit did his 
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evil intentions, ultimately serve for him?  His head was cut off and cast over a wall, by the very 

people, he assumed would protect and secure him.  They were probably laughing and drinking 

with him, the night before, bonding well with him.  But now look at him." 

 Indeed, Sheba was a foolish and wicked man, thinking that he could contend with, and 

frustrate the plans of David, especially considering the fact that David was the anointed of the 

Lord, under the Lord's protection.  But unbeliever; non-Christian, let me ask you this: Is it any 

less foolish to live in rebellion against your God and Creator, who made you for His own glory?  

Is it any less absurd to contend with almighty God, and to rebel against the King, which He has 

set up to reign and to rule over every created thing?  Will you remain fastened to your own so-

called "independence," willfully living contrary to the will and desire of King Jesus, of whom 

David was a mere shadow, and think for a moment that you are getting away with anything?  Do 

you look upon the grotesque and severe reality of a pale, blood stained head of Sheba, flying 

over the wall, like a worthless stone, as something greater than the terrible judgment, which you 

will face, should you die outside of Jesus Christ?  Will the wrath of the Lamb, whose reconciling 

atonement you have spurned and rejected, be any less severe or grotesque, when it finally, soon 

enough, finds you as it's object?   

 You see, the hanging Absalom from a tree, with spears stuck in his chest; the wallowing 

in his blood, Amasa, with his intestines spilt out of him; the bodiless Sheba cast over a wall, are 

all pictures of a humanity tearing, life crushing judgment, to come upon all, who die in their sins.  

The brutal, merciless, disfiguring, blood spattering death of such wicked men, is meant to give us 

a sense of the end of all, who remain in a state of rebellion against God, and His Christ!  In fact, 

the cross of Christ, itself, paints such a gruesome, terrible picture of God's judgment upon 

sinners, does it not?  Don't think for a moment, young people, old, unsaved alike... don't think for 

a moment that just because you don't presently feel anything (within the so-called safe haven of a 

"walled in" Abel), that God's wrath is not constantly hanging above your head, every second of 

every day.  And if you die in such a condemned state, that wrath will meet you, in the fullness of 

its expression and power, forever and ever and ever!  Let the grossness and the terribleness of 

these painted realities, scare you straight, my friends!  Let them lead you to be undone, by the 

Law of God, which you have broken over and over again, so that you might be driven to fall 
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down before the Lord Jesus Christ, for the grace and mercy, which He freely grants, all who 

repent and believe into Him!     

 You can't beat God!  You can't escape His watching eye, and His imminent wrath!  Your 

present place of rest is a mirage, and soon enough, it will cast your head over the wall, into 

eternal judgment!  Don't die in your sins, friends!  Don't die in your sins!  Turn to Christ; believe 

in Him before it is too late; seek Him, follow Him, serve Him, and find a safe haven from God's 

wrath, under the shadow of His cross! 

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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