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[Sun. Feb. 8, 2015] 2Thessalonians Series, 2Thes. 1.1-12 - Craig A. Thurman 
 
This second letter to the Thessalonians was written, or better to say dictated, by 
the apostle Paul.  (2Thes.2.5; 3.17)  The Greek 1st person, singular pronoun e@gw, 

ego is never used in this letter.   It was only used once in the first letter.  
(1Thes.2.18)  The Greek I am, ei]mi<, is not found in either letter.  However, Paul 

still included his own, personal remarks to the Thessalonians in each book.  (cf. 
1Thes. 2.18; 3.5; 4.13; 5.27; 2Thes.2.5; 3.17) 
 
There are verses in the letter that seem to indicate that there might have been 
some extra communications between Paul and the Thessalonians that go beyond 
the content of the first & second epistles.  (2Thes.2.2, 15)  Paul assures them that 
regardless of word or letter, the misunderstandings that can arise from this, that 
they not allow such to move them from clear truths of the Word of God.  
Brethren, do what we will we shall be misunderstood.  The best things that we 
can do so often is to learn to listen with love.  Remember the whole message of 
the man and interpret a statement in light of the whole testimony of the man.  
Don’t stoop to judge a man or men on single issues.  Otherwise we shall find 
ourselves  having to ‘throw out the baby with the bathwater.’   
  
This letter was written to the same church in the city of Thessalonica that the first 
letter was.  (Acts 17.1-9; 1Thes.1.1; 2Thes.1.2) 
 
The purpose for the book can be express in three points: 

1. To commend them for their growth in faith, for everyone’s abounding in 
love toward one another, and for their patience in persecution.  
(1Thes.1.3; 2Thes.1.4) 

2. To correct a misunderstanding  that had risen whether from reading or 
recalling something that was said concerning the coming of Jesus Christ.  
(1Thes.5.2; 2Thes.2.1, 2) 

3. To motivate some to walk orderly.  (1Thes.4.11; 2Thes.3.6-15) 
 
This letter was probably written from Corinth during the 18 month stay of Paul 
there.   
 

John Gill, The Baptist Commentary Series, vol.1, Exposition of the Old and 
New Testaments, vol. 9, p. 249, ‘This second epistle was written, not from 
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Athens, as the subscription testifies, nor from Rome, as Athanasius 
supposes; but from Corinth, from whence was sent the former, and where 
the apostle and Timothy, and Sylvanus met …’ 

 
Whether it was written before or after the appointment of Gallio to this district 
cannot be said with any certainly.  (Acts 18.12)  Paul had remained in Corinth yet 
a good while after the Jewish uprising that took place at Gallio’s appointment.  
Paul’s request of the Thessalonians to pray for them (that is, he, Silas, and 
Timothy), that they might be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men 
(2Thes.3.2) could refer to either the first Jewish rejection of the gospel at the 
synagogue (Acts 18.6; so Albert Barnes states) or the insurrection that came with 
the appointment of Gallio.  (Acts 18.12)  In any event all agree that the second 
letter was written shortly after the first. 
  

The Layman’s Bible Commentary, vol.23, p39, ‘The Second Letter to the 
Thessalonians must have been written some months after the first.’   

 
John Gill, The Baptist Commentary Series, vol.1, Exposition of the Old and 
New Testaments, vol. 9, p. 249, ‘This second epistle was written … was sent 
about a half a year after the other.’  (This agrees very well with Acts 18.5) 

 
The New Bible Commentary: Revised, p.1162, ‘… 2Thessalonians was sent 
by Paul … to the whole Thessalonian church no long time after the dispatch 
of 1Thessalonians, to deal with a development of the earlier situation of 
which fresh news had come to him.’ 
 
Matthew Henry’s Commentary, vol. 9, p.73, ‘This Second Epistle was 
written soon after the former …’ 

 
Like the first letter, mention of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is in every 
chapter.  In the first epistle Christ’s coming closes every chapter.  (1Th.1.10; 2.19; 
3.13; 4.14-17; 5.5.23) In this second letter Christ’s coming appears to form the 
central theme of each chapter.  (2Th.1.7, 10; 2.1; 3.5)  In chapter one the 
Thessalonian’s continuance through persecution is testimony to the righteous 
judgment of God that shall separate between them and the wicked when Christ 
comes.  Chapter two corrects a serious misunderstanding concerning the coming 
of Christ.  Chapter three, falls so that we understand that all of the saints are to 
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be directed into the patient waiting for  Christ, meaning that we are have keep 
orderly lives, not living in reckless abandonment of our responsibility to the issues 
of the day.  The key term for the Thessalonians is patient waiting.  (In 1Thes.1.10 
αναμενειν meaning to be in, or by waiting; 2Thes.3.5 υπομονην is to be under or 
subjected to waiting; cf. Act 1.4 is περιμενειν or to wait around.) 
 
Tidbits of information for whatever it is worth: 
 

The letter contains three chapters, 47 verses, and 1022 words exactly 
(excludes all verse numbering and the postscript, which all computer 
programs include). 
 
The central verse of the letter is 2.12:  there is coming a judgment day for 
the wicked. 
 
The central words of the book are found in 2.10 (511th word counting 
forwards and backwards) is in them. 
 
The central word of chapter one is when.  The 146th word, found in 1.7. 
 
The central word of chapter two is the definite article the found in 2.8, the 
brightness.  The 191st word of the chapter. 
 
The central words of chapter three are because we, found in 3.9.  The 175th 
words counting forwards and backwards. 

 
Chapter 1 
1 ¶  Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus,  
 

The same brethren that were greeting the church in the first letter are still 
with Paul to greet them again.  Later Silvanus apparently ministers in the 
area of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (which might have 
been done with Paul again in his third missionary journey (Acts 18.23).  But 
at some point Silas joins with Peter and transcribes for him his first letter 
while they were with a church located in Babylon. (cf. 1Pe.1.1; 5.12) 

 
unto the church e]kklhsi<%  
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Always keep in mind the local aspect of the church.  Why address a church 
at all, by name, if the letters are to the universal church?  Frankly, because 
there is no such thing as a universal church, just as there is no such thing as 
a universal human body.   
 

1Co 12:27  Now ye are the (a) body of Christ, and members in 
particular.  (That is, every body, which is a church [1Co.12.18] is a 
separate entity from other bodies.) 

 
The Catholic Church has a pope under which all of their church is subjected.  
The reformed church all have heads under which their church is governed.  
This kind of church can do nothing outside of the scope of their head, which 
is their supreme government.  When they have a schism in any part of their 
universal body the government that is established over their church may 
come in and remove the offending part and cause continued union in their 
body.   This is a union not for truth, but of compulsive compliance.  You see, 
no local entity under this system has any power of her own to do anything 
outside of the sphere of her overseeing government.  This church before 
Jesus Christ is no church at all.  The government that presides over their 
local entities is the real power, the real lord, the real head; not Jesus Christ.  
When this government decides that baptism is going to be administered to 
babies that is what every local entity under this rule shall do.  When this 
government states that homosexuals can become members, it is the law for 
every local extension of their universal body.  When the dictum commands 
that women are to be ordained to the church offices, all must and will 
comply.   
 
That is not how a true New Testament church functions before her Head, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Churches, or better, every church has one head and 
that is Jesus Christ.  Her government is the membership of this church, led 
by the Spirit of God through the Word of God; and if she has officers, they 
shall help the church to be faithful to Christ through the administration of 
the Word of God and their Christian example.  (1Ti.4.2, 12)  The churches of 
the New Testament received corporate warnings and encouragements 
through singular letters,  (Gal. 1.1-5; Col.4.16; 2Thes.5.27); yet they were 
judged independently of one another before Christ, and never as a whole.  
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(1Co.11.31, 32; Re.2.1-3.21)  While all of the churches are Jesus Christ’s, 
they are all answerable to Him for their own actions.  Her officers only 
pertain to her and no other church.  No church has right or authority of any 
kind over another church.  Her ordinances are the responsibility of her own 
members to keep.  (1Co.11.2)  Her members are hers and not another 
church’s.  Her members are able to come together in one place.   
 

They cannot be scattered over the earth and unable to assemble with 
her members.  Technology cannot satisfy this necessity.  Growth 
requires real fellowship with real people, and that cannot be 
replaced with devices, devices, T.V.’s, phones, or anything else.  If 
that is true, and it isn’t, let us all stay home and have church on the 
tube!   Let’s have T.V. church.  What is the difference between that 
and church on a monitor?  The difference is only in the mind.  Saints 
who live elsewhere must be encouraged to find a church and get 
with her and serve the Lord there.  No believer is helped in their walk 
with Christ being allowed to carry a membership in a church that 
they cannot meet with. 
  

Members of one church are not subject to the judgments of other 
churches.  They cannot be chastened by another church, and visa versa.  So 
a church can be summed up as a closed body.  She has one Lord, one Spirit, 
One Word (the Bible), two offices, two ordinances, and her own members 
(which may be added to or taken away from her).  Terms that are used to 
describe her as a singular and independent entity are: a physical body, a 
flock of sheep, an house, the church, the light; And as a group, they are said 
to be: stars, churches, or church (in an institutional or general sense), 
candlesticks (lampstands).   

 
of the Thessalonians in God our Father (1st Epistle, the Father) and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
 

Perhaps just this inclusion of the pronominal adjective our,  which the first 
letter did not include at this point of the salutation, shows Paul’s 
confidence in them that they have in fact entered into fellowship with both 
the Father and the Son.   
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1Jo 1:3  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 
2  Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3  We are bound (in the first epistle, We give thanks) to thank God always for peri> 

you,  
 

J-F-B, vol.3, p. 471, ‘Their prayer having been heard (1Thess.iii.12), it is a 
bounden return that they should thank God for it.  Paul and his fellow-
missionaries practice what they preach (1Thess. v.18).’ 

 
brethren, as it is meet,  
 

a@cion; root a@cioj; most often this word is translated in the KJV with the 

English worthy.   
 
The Thessalonians have walked worthily of the Lord, but God is the one 
who is worthy to receive the thanksgiving for having worked in these 
Christians so wonderfully.   
 
Consider this:  what would be the condition and case of these believers had 
God done nothing?  If not for the free grace of God being bestowed upon 
sinners no salvation would ever be experienced.  Without the working of 
His grace in us to will and to do of His good pleasure there would be neither 
will nor any doing of in the work of God.  Sinner friend, we all have need of 
the bestowal of God’s grace in salvation. 
 

1Jo 3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

 
Afterwards we need the continual manifestation of that grace in our lives to 
finish our course unto the day of Jesus Christ.   
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Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing. 
 
Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. 
 
1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 
 
‘Grace, properly so called, is nothing else but God’s mere favour and 
bounty and loving-kindness itself.  Consequently sanctification is not 
so properly grace itself as the fruit of grace.  God first casts his 
favour and loving-kindness upon a person, and then, out of his 
favour, issue the several fruits of his loving-kindness; which fruits 
are those fruits of the Spirit frequently mentioned by the apostle.’  
Crisp [bolding added] 
 
Matthew Henry’s Commentary, vol. 9, p.73, ‘We are as much 
indebted to him for the improvement of grace, and the progress of 
that good work, as we are for the first work of grace and the very 
beginning of it.  We may be tempted to think that though when we 
were bad we could not make ourselves good, yet when we are good 
we can easily make ourselves better; but we have as much 
dependence on the grace of God for the increasing the grace we 
have as for planting grace when we had it not.’ [bolding added) 

 
because that your faith groweth exceedingly,  
 

In the first epistle they gave thanks for the reports of their faith (1Thes.1.8, 
9)  Now, not only does their faith remain in the tests of persecution, but it 
groweth exceedingly. 
 
u[περαυξα <νει  η[  πι <στις 
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u[περαυξα <νει; u[pe<r  KJV highly, exceeding, above, chiefest, more, 

more than +  au]ca<nw KJV to grow, grow up, increase, gave the 

increase. 
 
Faith grew not only as a good plant before the husbandman, but exceeded 
his expectations. (Mk.4.8)   Faith not only matured like a child, but 
exceeded in maturity among the children.  (Lk.1.80) Faith not only 
produced fruit like a good tree should, but abounded with fruit to the time 
of harvest. (Lk. 13.19)  That is the sense of au]ca<nw once  the preposition 

u[pe<r is attached to it. 

 
and the charity a]ga<ph of every one of you all toward ei]j each other aboundeth; 

(increases) 
 

pleona<zei; 3rd p s, pres, ind of pleona<zw; used eight times in the N.T. 

(might about, may abound, abundant, over, abounding, make increase, 
aboundeth); 

 
The boasting of these missionaries is the result of the stedfastness of the 
Thessalonians: 
4  So that we ourselves  
 

See how emphatic these words are?  Not just we, but we ourselves … 
 
glory  
 

Received Text reading, kauxa?sqai;  

Traditional Text reading, e]gkauxa?sqai; e]n in, with, by +  kauxa<omai KJV 

boast, rejoice, glory, joy; the preposition emphasizes the act of boasting. 
 
in e]n you in e]n the churches  

 
e]kklhsi<aij; dative plural.  Not in the universal church, but in the local 

churches. 
 
of God for your patience (continuance under, patience with or under) 
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u[pomonh?j; u[pomonh<; KJV patience 30, enduring 1, continuance 1; root u[po 

KJV by, from, under, with +  me<nw KJV abide, continue, dwell, endure, 

remain, tarry; cf. 1Thes.1.3 patience; 2Thes. 1.4 patience; 2Thes.3.4 patient 
waiting 

 
and faith in e]n (meaning, during) all  

 
Which must mean not some, pa?si, they bore with, or allowed them, one 

and all, for Christ as Christ did Himself and commanded that they do. (refer 
to the following word endure) 

 
your persecutions  
 

diwgmoi?j; dat pl of diwgmo<j; root diw<kw; The pursuits of those who are 

without Christ against the children of God because of the Word of God that 
they bear in their testimony, whether it be the preaching of Jesus Christ’s 
death for sinner, or that they bear forth in the everyday living as they make 
application of that Word to their lives. (Mt.13.21; parallel text, Mk.4.17 
because of the Word. 

 
and tribulations (cf. vs.6 twice) 
 

qli<yesin; dative plural of qli?yij; this Greek word is used 45 times in the 

N.T. KJV.  It is translated with the English words tribulation 22 (vs.6), 
affliction 18, trouble 2 (vs.6), burdened 1, persecution 1, anguish 1. 

 
that ye endure: (to bear, as in allow or suffer) 
 

1Th 3:3  That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves 
know that we are appointed thereunto. 

 
These are specific persecutions and afflictions which are allowed, borne, 
and suffered by the children of God in obedience to Christ’s 
commandments.   
 

1Pe 3:14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled … 
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1Pe 4:14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for 
the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil 
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

 
a]ne<xesqe; 2nd p pl, pres, ind of a]ne<xomai; a]na< re-, again, above, anew +  

e@xw to have or possess;  in the KJV is translated as shall suffer, should bear 

with, suffer, bear with, forbearing, will, endure. 
 

a]ne<xesqe us used five times in the N.T.   

2Co.11.1  could bear with me a little in my folly; 
19 For ye suffer fools gladly 
20 For ye suffer, if a man bring 
2Thes.1.4 that ye 
He. 13.22 brethren, suffer the word of exhortation 
 
O.E.D. definition of suffer: 
12. trans To endure the existence, presence, activity of (a person); to 
bear with, put up with, tolerate. Now rare and arch. 
 
13. To allow (a thing) to be done, exist, or take place; to allow to go 
on without interference or objection, put up with, tolerate. Arch. Or 
dial. 
 
LXX 
Ge 45:1  And Joseph could not refrain ανεχεσθαι himself when all 
were standing by him, but said, Dismiss all from me; and no one 
stood near Joseph, when he made himself known to his brethren. 
 
Job 6:11  For what is my strength, that I continue? what is my time, 
that my soul endures ανεχεται? 

 
Their sufferings were notable.  Paul mentioned it at three places in the first 
letter.  (1.6; 2.14; 3.2-5)  They bore it, they allowed, they didn’t resist it with 
evil, and they did it for Christ’s sake.  Could they have done otherwise?  Of 
course they could.  They could have acted according to the dictates of the 
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carnal mind and disobeyed the Lord and missed their opportunity to 
witness Christ, not only to the world, but to others saints.   

 
J-F-B, vol.3, p. 471, ‘In 1Thess. i.3 their thanksgiving was for the 
Thessalonian ‘faith, love, and patience [of hope, my insert];’ here for their 
exceeding growth in faith … and for their charity abounding. 
… 
‘The prayer, (1Thess. iii.12), “The Lord make you to abound in love one 
toward another,” and the answer, ‘The love of every one of you all toward 
each other aboundeth’ (cf. 1Thess. iv.10). 
 
Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, vol. 3, p754, 
‘Persecutions are properly sufferings for righteousness’ sake: tribulations, 
any kind of suffering, as some distinguish.  And it seems they had many of 
both, when he saith all, &c.  And yet they endured them, that is, not only 
suffered them because they could not cast them off, but in the sense of the 
apostle James, chap. v.11, Behold, we count them happy which endure; 
which is a suffering out of choice, and not merely of necessity. … Sufferings 
in themselves are not desirable, and the apostle did not glory in their 
sufferings, but in their faith and patience.’ 

 
5 ¶  Which is a manifest token (shew, pronounced, not like shoe, but shO) 
 

Which, speaking their enduring, that they allow or suffer according to the 
will of God … is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God.  Which 
result will bring to them that God would count you worthy of the kingdom. 

 
manifest token, e@ndeigma; only place used in the N.T.; e@n in, with, by +  

deigma is used once in Jude 7 example; the root being deiknu<w, to show, 

demonstrate;  the root of e@ndeigma  e]ndei<knumi which is translated in the 

KJV as shew the work, That I might shew my power, willing to shew his 
wrath, he might shew the exceeding riches, Christ might shew forth, 
shewing all meekness, ye have shewed toward his name, every one of you 
do shew the same diligence.  
 
Phl.1.27 ¶  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your 
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affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel; 
28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an 
evident token (e@ndeicij, root e]ndei<knumai which is the same root for 

manifest token, vs.5 above) of perdition (a]pw<leia, destruction), but to 

you of salvation, and that of God. 
 

Barnes’ Notes, vol.12, p 70, 2Thessalonians, ‘… an evidence–an indication 
(e@ndeigma) of what the results of the judgment will be.  The word rendered 

“manifest token” (e@ndeigma), occurs nowhere else in the New Testament.  

It means an indication, token, proof–anything that shows or points out how 
a thing is, or is to be (from e]ndei<knumi, to show, to point out).’ 

 
The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 11, p. 319, ‘The term evidence (e@ndeigma) is 

found only here in early Christian writings and is rare in classical Greek, 
where it is used in the sense of “proof.”  A very closely related word meant 
“indictment.”  This latter is the word translated “clear omen” in Phil. 1:28, a 
passage parallel to this one in thought.’ 
 
This is the forward demonstration of the righteous judgment of God.  How? 

 
of the righteous judgment (δικαιας κρισεως) of God,  
 

Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is just (κρισις η εμη δικαια εστιν); because I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  
 
Ro.2.3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such 
things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 
4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance? 
5  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 
(δικαιοκρισιας) of God; 
6  Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 



The Book of 2Thessalonians 

13 
 

7  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and 
honour and immortality, eternal life: 
8  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
9  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the 
Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 
10  But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 
11  For there is no respect of persons with God. 
 

that ye may be counted worthy (vs.11; accorded worthiness; Or, accordingly 
worthy … living up to the standard set by the righteous judgment of God) 
 

kataciwqh?nai; aor 1, infin, pass of katacio<w; kata< according to, down, 

as, after, against +  acio<w KJV Lk.7.7 thought … worthy; Acts 15.38 thought 

… good; 28.22 desire; 2Thes.1.11 counted worthy; 1Ti.5.17 be counted 
worthy; He.3.3 was counted worthy; 10.29 shall … be thought worthy;  
katacio<w is used four times in the N.T.: 

 
Lk.20.34  And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this 
world marry, and are given in marriage: 
35  But they which shall be accounted worthy (καταξιωθεντες, part, 
aor, pass) to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 
36  Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; 
and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection. 
 
Lk.21.31  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know 
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
32  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all 
be fulfilled. 
33  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away. 
34  And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you unawares. 
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35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. 
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy (καταξιωθητε, aor, subj, pass) to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 
 
Acts 5.40  And to him they agreed (that is the Sanhedrin, concerning 
the judgment against the arrested apostles): and when they had 
called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy (κατηξιωθησαν, aor, ind, pass) to suffer 
shame for his name. 

 
of the kingdom of God,  
 

Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, vol. 3, p755, ‘… not that 
ye may be worthy of the kingdom of God, but accounted worthy …’ 
 
Faithfulness to God in suffering persecutions and afflictions shall be 
rewarded by Him.  Never from debt, but all by His grace.  This is the 
judgment that He has made and it is called righteous judgment. …  It is just, 
it is right with God to bring reward to those who suffer now with the 
receipt of those precious promises then; as much as it just and right for God 
to bring evil to those who do evil now and live in their ease. 

 
for which ye also suffer: pa<sxete 

 
J-F-B, vol.3, p. 471, ‘Even now ‘the Judge of all the earth does right’ (Gen. 
xviii.25); for the godly are in themselves sinful, and need chastisement.  
What they suffer unjustly from men they suffer justly from God: they have 
their evil things here, that they may escape condemnation with the world, 
and have their good things hereafter (Luke xvi.25; 1Cor. Xi.32) (Edmunds).’ 
 
Acts 14.20  Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him (Paul, that they 
supposed was dead from being stone in the city of Lystra, and after being 
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dragged outside of it.), he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day 
he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 
21  And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 
22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Ro 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
a@cia to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  (This 

refers us to the exceeding riches of what?  Can this be interpreted to mean 
God’s indebtedness to sinners because they have been faithful?  No.  
Rather, to the exceeding riches of His grace.  The God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory has made promises to us that for subjection to 
His will, being led by the Spirit that He has placed within these temples of 
clay, that we shall have an inheritance with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Ac 20:32  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
 
Ac 26:18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me. 
 
Gal.5.19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 
21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
Eph.1.10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him: 
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11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will: 
 
Eph 1:18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints … 
 
Eph.5.5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 
7  Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 
 
Col.3.22  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the 
flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, 
fearing God: 
23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; 
24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he 
hath done: and there is no respect of persons. 
 
1Pe.3.8 ¶  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 
9  Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise 
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit 
a blessing. 
 
Re 21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son. 

 
2Ti 2:12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also 
will deny us … 
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6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with para> God to recompense  

 
God shall certainly repay the wicked for their evil against His people.  He 
shall send forth a contrary payment for their deeds. 

 
a]ntapodou?nai; aor 2, infin, act of a]ntapodi<dwmi; a]nti against, 

contrary,  +  apo< forth, from, off, since +  di<dwmi to give; a]ntapodi<dwmi 

is used seven times in the N.T., Lk.14.14 they cannot recompense thee: for 
thou shalt be recompensed; Ro.11.35 it shall be recompensed unto him 
again; Ro.12.19 I will repay, saith the Lord; 1Thes.3.9 what thanks can we 
render to God again; Heb. 10.30 I will recompense, saith the Lord. 
 

Inviting those to our dinners or suppers who cannot possibly repay us 
for our hospitality: 
Lu 14:14  And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense 
a]ntapodou?nai thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the 

resurrection of the just. 
 
These servants of the Lord were given such great immeasurable 
rejoice in the Lord for their faithfulness: 
1Th 3:9  For what thanks can we render a]ntapodou?nai to God 

again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before 
our God; 

 
Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, vol. 3, p755, ‘… 
recompensing is a necessary act of righteousness; but we yet see it not, 
therefore there is a judgment to come. … [There] … is a law of retaliation 
whereof we have some instances in this world, as in Pharoah, Adoni-bezek, 
Haman, &c … called the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 
ii.5.  And God’s recompense to them is here called tribulation; so Rom. ii.9.’ 

 
tribulation  
 

qli<bousin; dat, pl, masc, part, pres, act of qli<sij, root qli<bw; cf. vs.4. 
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Mt 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow (Brethren this is a 
troubled way, an afflicted path, a path of tribulation that few find)  is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 

 
to them that trouble you; (qli<sin;  vs. 4) 

 
Barnes’ Notes, p.72, ‘As it will be right and proper to punish the wicked, so 
it will be right to reward the good.  It will not, however, be in precisely the 
same sense.  The wicked will deserve all that they will suffer, but it cannot 
be said that the righteous will deserve the reward which they will 
receive.’ (bolding added) 

 
7  And to you who are troubled (θλιβομενοις, vss. 4, 6) rest with (μεθ) us,  
 

Perhaps, release yourselves from the sense to repay evildoers.  Release 
your bands, those things of our earthly tent which would drive us in a 
wayway direction;  forbear the personal vindication of our rights; leave the 
former lusts and apply to the power of the Spirit of God.  He will repay!  
What an example this puts upon those who do evil.  We never know if God 
will bring through the power of His Word repentance and faith, and might 
be a new-born brother or sister in Christ.   

 
rest, a@nesin; ;  cf. Acts 16.26 every one’s bands were loosed; Acts 27.40 

loosed the rudder bands; Eph. 6.9 unto them, forbearing threatening; 

He.13.5 he hath said, I will never leave thee; 

J-F-B, vol.3, p. 471, ‘… rest–governed by “to recompense” (vs. 6). [Anesin, 
relaxation: loosening the tension, epitasis, which preceded; relaxing the 
strings of endurance now so tightly drawn ...] with us–viz., Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy, who are troubled like yourselves (ch.iii.2). 
 
The New Bible Commentary: Revised, p.1162, ‘The day of Christ’s return 
will be the day of equitable retribution and reward.  The rest is relaxation 
or relief (Gr. anesis) after toil and conflict.’ [bolding added) 

 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed  
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J-F-B, vol.3, p. 472, ‘not sooner, not later’  … It is simply when He comes. 
 

εν τη αποκαλυψει – in or at the revelation of the Lord Jesus … 
 
a]pokalu<yei; 3rd p s fut, ind, act of a]poka<luyij; a]po< send, forth, off, 

since +  kalu<ptw KJV, to cover, hide;  

 
a]pokalu<yei is found in six N.T. passages: 

1Co 14:6 ¶  Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, 
what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation 
a]pokalu<yei, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 

Php 3:15 ¶  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: 
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
a]pokalu<yei even this unto you. 

2Th 1:7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed a]pokalu<yei from heaven with his mighty 

angels, 
1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing a]pokalu<yei of Jesus 

Christ: 
1Pe 1:13 ¶  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation a]pokalu<yei of Jesus Christ; 

1Pe 4:13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed a]pokalu<yei, ye 

may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
 
from heaven (απ ουρανου) with (μετ) his mighty  
 

duna<mewj; gen sing of du<namij; duna<mewj is found 21 times in the N.T. 

and is translated power 18, might 1, mighty 1, abundance 1; the root  is 
used four times in the Thessalonian letters (1Thes.1.5; 2Thes.1.7, 11, 2.9) 

 
angels, 
8  In e]n flaming fire (εν πυρι φλογος) 
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flogo<j; gen sing of flo<c, the verb, which is not used in the N.T. is 

fle<gw, to burn; (Lk.16.24; He.1.7; Re.1.14; 2.18;19.12 of our Lord’s eyes, 

eyes like unto a flame of fire ως φλοξ πυρος [twice]. 
 
puri>; dat sing of pu?r; always translated fire. 

 
taking  
 

dido<ntoj; gen, sing, masc, part, pres, act of di<dwmi to give; dido<ntoj is 

used only one other time in the N.T. 
 
Jas 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth dido<ntoj 

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.; 
 
vengeance  
 

e]kdi<khsin; acc sing of e]kdi<khsij; e]k of, out +  di<kh KJV judgment, 

vengeance. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is in His sudden, momentous coming dispensing the 
righteous judgment of God upon all of the inhabitants of the earth 
beginning with the wicked.  Who are they …  those that know not God, and 
all that rejected the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. … 

 
on them that know not God, (μη ειδοσιν θεον) 
 

Not just that they knew that God exists, or know of an historical Jesus.  No, 
these who do not fear, love and honor God through Jesus Christ His Son 
shall all suffer the vengeance of Almighty God at the coming of Jesus that 
day. 
 

Ro 1:21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened. 
 

that know, ei]do<si; dat pl masc part of oi#da; 
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It is to be familiar, personally acquainted with Him: 
1Th 1:4  Knowing ειδοτες, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

 
1Th 4:5  Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which 
know ειδοτα not God: 

 
and that obey  
 

u[pakou<ousi; dat pl masc part, pres of u[pakou<w; u[po< under, subject, of +  

a]kou<w KJV give audience, hear, give ear,  hearken, understand;  

 
This is used in the N.T. in the dative case three times: 
Mt 8:27  But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, 
that even the winds and the sea obey u[pakou<ousi him! 

 
Heb 5:9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey u[pakou<ousi him; 

 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, vol. 3, p756, ‘… such as 
obey not the gospel are the same with them that know not God. … The 
gospel hath not only promises to be believed, but precepts to be obeyed.’ 
 
Ro.2.8,9 those who obey not the truth. 
 
Ac 17:31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead. 
 
The Works of John Owen, vol. 9, p.125, ‘There are two sorts of people in the 
world; the children of God, and others.  The children of God are often 
disturbed by the outward prosperity of the wicked: the men of the world, 
at the public claim which they [the children of God] make in the privilege of 
God’s love and protection … 
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Let us be clear: such persons as are in unbelief, and who will not subject 
themselves to the will of God by believing the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall 
incur flaming fires of Christ’s wrath upon them.  He will not come in peace 
and humility again.  He comes conqueror and King over all.  
 
That man is debilitated for sin and cannot is not a problem that rests with 
God, but with man.  All men fall beneath the universal command of God to 
repent and believe the gospel.  He stands in Adam condemned already 
having fallen in him.   
 

Acts 17.30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at [He did 
nothing at all to change the nations condemnation in sin during this 
time.]; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead. 

 
Salvation is of God’s grace!  God is not obligated to do any thing for man.  
When He manifests His unmerited love to a soul it is always because of 
grace.  Man left to himself is justly due the righteous judgment of God. 
Clearly, we are coming to the time of the fullness of the Gentiles.  The 
nations of the earth are rejecting every manifestation of God in the earth.  
The time when He shall turn back to the nation of Israel is nearing.  So few 
among us are coming to Christ any more.  We are fast approaching the end 
of the end of this era.  Christ’s coming is nearer than when we first 
believed. 

 
Ro 13:11  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed. 

 
9  Who [those who know not God and that obey not the gospel] shall be punished 
with everlasting (αιωνιον, acc sing) destruction (an ageless, ceaseless, never-
ending destruction or perishing) 
 

Destruction, o@leqron; acc sing of o@leqroj; ; 
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1Co 5:5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction 
o@leqron of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 

Lord Jesus. 
 
1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 

o@leqron and perdition. 

 
1Th 5:3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction o@leqroj cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 

with child; and they shall not escape. 
 

The Interpreter’s Bible, vol.11, p.321, ‘The Greek word used here for 
destruction (o@leqron) prevailingly carries a literal idea in the 

classical Greek, as distinguished from the word more common in the 
N.T. (a]pw<leia), which has a more ethical connotation.  1Tiim. 6:9 

joins the two words, probably for emphasis. 
 
The New Bible Commentary: Revised, p.1162, ‘ i.e. the destruction 
which belongs to the age to come, with the decisive implication of 
finality.  It consists in exclusion from the presence of the Lord …’ 

 
 from (a]po, which is also translated before) the presence  

 
prosw<pou; gen sing of pro<swpon; KJV face, countenance, person, 

presence, outward appearance, fashion, men’s persons. 
 
That is, all such persons, are removed with the wrath of Almighty God by 
Christ Jesus at His coming.  There is coming a day of separation between 
the true people of God and all others. 

 
of the Lord, and from a]po> the glory of his power; δοξης της ισχυος αυτου 

 
i]sxu<oj; gen sing of i]sxu<j; this is the only time that Paul uses this Greek 

work in the letters to the Thessalonians;  the strength that proceeds from 
the ability; to be able to stand up against someone or something.  This is in 
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the power and might of the Lord.  The Thessalonians are to trust to the arm 
of the Lord, not their flesh, that He will vindicate, clear, absolve, deliver, 
avenge, exonerate, confirm, substantiate, defend and maintain His holy 
cause in the earth. 

 
He who could bring a flood of water on the earth in a moment of time and 
save just eight souls on a vessel made of wood and slimed with pitch, can 
certainly bring about the universal judgment of the wicked and all that 
obeyed not the gospel of Jesus Christ in that day and deliver every single 
one of his elect.  (1Pe.3.20; 2Pe.2.7-9) 
 
Barnes’ Notes, p.71, ‘Men themselves believe that it is just that the wicked 
should be punished.  They are constantly making laws, and affixing 
penalties to them, and executing them under the belief that it is right.  Can 
they regard it as wrong in God to do the same thing?  Can that be wrong in 
him which is right in themselves?’ 

 
10  When he shall come  
 

e@lq^; 3rd p s aor 2, subj of e@rxomai to come. 

 
to be glorified (only other time used in the N.T. is verse 12) 
 

e]ndocasqh?nai; aor 1, infin, pass of e]ndoca<zw; e]n by, in, with +  doca<zw 

the act of glorifying (most often), magnifying 1, honoring 1; the first of two 
purposes here stated for Christ’s coming. 
 
Our Lord Jesus comes again and should be glorified in His saints.  How these 
saints of the church at Thessalonica live contributes to the glory that Christ 
shall receive in the day of His coming.  He should be gorgeously adorned or 
appareled in our fruits of righteousness.   Robertson, ‘The sphere in which 
Christ will find his glory at the Revelation.’ 
 
Gill, ‘… and this glory on the members of Christ will redound to the glory of 
him their head. …they will, in return, ascibe honour, praise, and glory, to 
him, and give him the glory of their salvation to all eternity …’ 
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in his saints, εν τοις αγιοις αυτου  (Don’t miss that these are His saints.) 
 

Always remember that the term saints refers to the N.T. church disciples of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are two references, and only two in all of the 
the N.T. that are to be interpreted as including O.T. saints of Israel with N.T. 
church saints.  (Mt.27.52; Jude14)  Saints always refers to those who are 
specially related to one another and to the Lord in a N.T. church capacity.   
 

The error of the universal church has done much to deceive believers 
out of a real church relationship.  I’ve heard it said, and so have you 
by some who profess Christ that they don’t need to go to the little 
white building down the road.  ‘We’re a church wherever we are.’   
 

This could be significant in our interpretation of the events that concern the 
millennium and the New Jerusalem, those who shall rule and reign with 
Christ on this earth, and live in that eternal city.  I am persuaded that many 
genuine professors of Christ shall be turned out from these great joys and 
promises made to us in the Word of God, first of all for failing to honor 
Jesus Christ by walking with his called out saints that assembled together in 
a covenanted relationship.  I think the first purpose especially glorifies the 
Lord in these saints of His.  The next concerns all true professors of Christ.  
… 

 
and to be admired  
 

qaumasqh?nai; aor 1, infin, pass of qauma<zw; KJV marveled, wondered, 

admired; the second of the two purposes for Christ’s coming 
 

O.E.D.  
Admired 1. Regarded with admiration: wondered at; contemplated with 
wonder mingled with esteem, etc.;  wonderful, surprising. 

 
in all them that believe εν πασιν τοις πιστευουσιν 
 

pisteu<ousin; Robertson does not use the received text so a word of 

caution here; dat, pl, masc, part, pres of pisteu<w;   
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There should be this distinction made now so force our minds most fully 
upon the truth of Scripture:  while all saints are believers, not all believers 
are saints.   
 
Christ shall be glorified in His saints in ways that believers did not glorify 
Him.  (Eph.3.21) 
 
The Interpreter’s Bible, vol.11, p.323, ‘… it is the one who is glorified and 
marveled at who is in the focus of thought, and the spectators do not need 
to be identified.’ 
 
The New Bible Commentary: Revised, p.1162, ‘… the ‘revealing of the Lord 
Jesus from heaven’ (v.7) is also the day of ‘the revealing of the sons of God’ 
(Rom. 8:19). 
 
A Commentary on the New Testament, John Trapp, p.632, ‘This is the chief 
end of his coming, like as he reprobateth some that his mercy in electing 
others may the more appear. 
 

(because our testimony among e]f’ you was believed) 

 
οτι επιστευθη το μαρτυριον ημων εφ υμας  
 
e]pisteu<qh; 3rd p s aor 1, ind, pass of pisteu<w:  These saints of God 

received as a gift of God, the faith to trust in Christ as all of the elect do. 
 

Only other place e]pisteu<qh is found in the N.T.: 

1Ti 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed e]pisteu<qh on in the world, 

received up into glory.  (All directed by the passive voice) 
 
in that day (εν τη ημερα εκεινη). 
 

…in that day refers to the day that our Lord Jesus is revealed (a]pokalu<yei) 

from heaven. (vs.7)  The phrase at that day, found in 2Ti.1.12, 18; 4.8; 
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1Co.3.13 must be the same day.  That is, the day of the appearing our our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. (2Ti.4.8 that day/appearing are synonymous; 1Co.1.7) 

 
11 ¶  Wherefore also (Unto which also… day of the coming of Christ) 
 

Meaning literally, unto which also …  (Col.1.29; 1Pe.2.8 are the only other 
places where this phrase [εις ο και] is used.)  The goal of our petitions to 
God for you is that our God would count you worthy … 

 
we pray always for περι you, that our God would count you worthy  
 

a]ciw<s^; 3rd p s aor 1, subj, act of a]cio<w; ; cf. vs. 5 where this forms the 

second syllable;  the subjunctive mood would be would, should, might.  The 
mood of possibility. 
 
It is never that we are worthy, but that we should be deemed worthy.  This 
is the sole judgment of God.  He will make a judgment of His servants and 
appoint them their portion in that day.  (Read Lk.12.32-48) 

 
of this calling, κλησεως 
 

klh<sewj; gen sing of klh<sij; KJV calling 10, vocation 1. 

 
Eph 4:1 ¶  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation klh<sewj wherewith ye are called … 

 
Eph 4:4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope 
of your calling klh<sewj … 

 
Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling klh<sewj 

of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Heb 3:1 ¶  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling 
klh<sewj, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 

Jesus … 
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We have received this calling (Ro.11.29); we understand or see our calling 
of God as peculiar (1Co.1.26); we are to continue in it (1Co.7.20); it is a holy 
calling (2Ti.1.19); and we should make it sure (2Pe.2.10) 
 

and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, ευδοκιαν αγαθωσυνης 
 

eu]dokian; acc sing of eu]doki<a; eu] well, good  +  doke<w KJV think, suppose; 

eu]dokian used only four times in the N.T. (Eph.1.5, 9 good pleasure; 

Phl.1.15 good will). 
 

a]gaqwsu<nhj; gen sing of a]gaqwsu<nh; a]gaqwsu<nh is used four times 

also in the N.T. and always translated goodness. 
 
The goodness of God should be shown through us. 
 

and the work εργον of faith πιστεως with power εν δυναμει: 
 

the work εργον of faith (πιστεως, gen sing) : the kind of work we do: 
faith’s work: we have entered into the works of God: 
Our motivation to live for the Lord and serve Him in whatever capacity that 
He has entrusted to us, with the free gifts that are conferred upon us, is 
because we have faith in God through Jesus Christ.  Our works are not just 
natural responses to our environment.  
 

Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. 

 
Every saint of God should have a life’s goal, a life’s work, that whatever is 
done should be to the glory of God, or such persons are unworthy even of a 
membership in one of the Lord’s churches.  There is a basic understanding 
that the saint should come to in their walk with Christ in the church.   

 
1Jo 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we 
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God, and eternal life. 
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All that the child of God does should come from faith.  And the 
Thessalonians were commended for this in the first letter. 
 

1Th 1:3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour 
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of 
God and our Father … 

 
with power (εν δυναμει, dat, sing): and how faith’s work is brought to its 
completion: 
This is the means by which faith’s work is done.  This is when faith produces 
fruit.  Only by power can anyone know that there is a genuine work of faith.  
Otherwise faith is dead.   
 

Jas 2:14  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

 
James’ argument in chapter two of his letter is that faith must show works.  
He does not delve into the issue of how to go from faith to works, but that 
genuine faith has fruit.  And in the Thessalonian letter we have the 
connection between faith and works … the power of God in us, or, the work 
of faith with power: 
 

Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. 

 
Faith energizes the mind and the power of in us brings about the result.  
The power of God in us brings us to the actual stage of harvestable fruit. 

 
12  That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified  
 

e]ndocasq ?̂; 3rd p s aor 1, subj, pass of e]ndoca<zw; e]n by, in, with +  

doca<zw the act of glorifying (most often), magnifying 1, honoring 1; vs.10. 

 
in e]n you,  
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That the very name of Christ would be glorified in us in the earth.  We bear 
a witness that reflects upon the name of the Lord.  Is the name of Christ 
glorified by the manner of our conduct? 

 
and ye in e]n him,  

 
And that we would be glorified in or by Him personally.  We have as the 
people of God an inalterable relationship to God by Jesus Christ.  We should 
be glorified in Him.  The life that we live is not ours but His. 
 

Ga 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  

 
Are our lives being glorified because of Jesus Christ?  Does He affect us in 
this way.  Have we been changed more and more into the image of Christ.  
Or, are we the same as we ever were?  We should ever be changing in our 
lives into His perfect image.  That is called holiness.  We should be being 
glorified by the Life of Christ living in us. 
 

according kata> to the grace xa<rin of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Our lives, the lives of the Thessalonian saints are to be according to the 
grace of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are not our own any longer.  
Our lives are to be in agreement with the free grace of God. 
 

1Co 6:20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
1Co 7:23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

 


