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Message: The Revelation of Jesus Christ: Final Exhortations to Pursue His Holiness and

Blessing, Part 1
Text: Revelation 22:1-7   

     A  .  When you see the word “epilogue” at the end of a book, what are you expecting to find?
Answer:  the end, a summary conclusion.

  B.  With the central, series of visions ending with 22:5, our risen Lord now inspires His apostle 
John to write an epilogue, concluding these visions with a series of exhortations to
holiness, encouraging us to grow stronger in our faith in Jesus and stirring up in us our
hope in the promise of His return for us.

Revelation 22:7   "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words
of the prophecy of this book."
 
Revelation 22:12   "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done. 

Revelation 22:20   He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  C.  Today we focus on the first of the epilogue’s exhortations found in 22:6,7 - “Be keeping
these words!” 

Revelation 22:6   And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord,
the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the
things which must soon take place.  "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is the 7

one keeping (tareo) the words of the prophecy of this book."  

I.  The importance of continually keeping the words of the prophecy of this book.

  A.  It is obviously important if the Lord begins and ends this book with this exhortation to be
keeping His Word. 

Revelation 1:3   Blessed is the one reading and those hearing the words of the
prophecy, and keeping (tareo) the things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

Revelation 22:7   "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is the one keeping (tareo)
the words of the prophecy of this book."

1.   A beatitude is a statement of blessing for the purpose of inviting us to obtain from the 
Lord this very blessing.  So these exhortations reveal His heart toward us - He
desires to bless us with eternal life.

      2.  The Greek word “tareo” = to keep, guard, is a present participle indicating 



continuous obedience.  It is not those who once kept but are no longer keeping 
God’s commands who receive His blessing, but those who keep His Word until
the end.

Revelation 2:26   'The one overcoming and keeping (tareo) My works until the 
end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;

      3.  This is why Jesus said to the church at Ephesus ...

Revelation 2:2   'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot
tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are
not, and you found them to be false;  and you have perseverance and have endured for 3

My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  'But I have this against you, that you 4

have left your first love.  'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent 5

and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your
lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent. 

  B.  It is important because Christ is coming quickly to judge the sincerity of our profession of 
faith in Him by our obedience to His Word.  Those who by faith are keeping His Word 
are those who are justified by faith in Him.  His blessing comes through our sincere, 
enduring faith in Jesus.  

Revelation 22:12   "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
render to every man according to what he has done. 

Romans 2:13  for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers
of the Law will be justified. 

James 2:14   What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no
works? Can that faith save him? ...    ... I will show you my faith by my works." 18  19

You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  But 20

are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 

Matthew 7:21   "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  "Many will say 22

to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  "And then I will declare to 23

them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE
LAWLESSNESS.' 

II.  The words of the prophecy of this book that the Lord wants us to be continually 
keeping.

  A.  Revelation exhorts us to continue keeping all of the commandments of God.



Revelation 14:12   Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments
of God and their faith in Jesus. 

Revelation 12:17  So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war
with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. 

  B. Some specific commandments highlighted include ...

      1.  Bearing witness to Jesus and not denying Him in the face of opposition.

Revelation 3:8   'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no
one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept (tareo) My word, and have
not denied My name.        

      2.  Persevering and not quitting, slacking off, becoming careless in or indifferent to or 
distracted from following Jesus.   

Revelation 3:10  'Because you have kept (tareo) the word of My perseverance, I also
will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole
world, to test those who dwell on the earth.                                                             

      3.  Loving the Lord’s people (and thus, the Lord Himself)

   Revelation 2:4  'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

1 John 4:20 ... the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love
God whom he has not seen. 

      4.  Endure suffering for Christ’s sake unto death without fear.

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about
to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

     5.  Keep yourselves pure from false teaching, idolatry, and immorality.

Revelation 2:14  'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who
hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 

Revelation 2:20   'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that
they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 



      6.  Be wholeheartedly devoted to Christ.  Be all about being like Him.

Revelation 3:2   'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to
die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.  'So remember 3

what you have received and heard; and keep it (tareo), and repent. Therefore if you do
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to
you. 

Revelation 3:15   'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you
were cold or hot.  'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit 16

you out of My mouth. 

III.  Our motivation for keeping the words of the prophecy of this book.

  A.  Because these words are faithful and true

Revelation 22:6   And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord,
the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the
things which must soon take place. 

Revelation 21:5  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things
new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 

  B.  Because we love life

Proverbs 19:16   He who keeps (LXX: tareo) the commandment keeps his soul, but he
who is careless of conduct will die. 

John 8:51   "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps (tareo) My word he will never
see death." 

  C.  Because we love Christ.  If we love Christ we will love all of the commandments that call us 
to be like Christ.

John 14:23   Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep (tareo)
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode
with him. 

Psalm 119:47   I shall delight in Your commandments, which I love.  And I shall lift 48

up my hands to Your commandments, which I love; And I will meditate on Your
statutes.

1 John 2:3   By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep (tareo) His
commandments.  The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep 4

(tareo) His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;  but whoever keeps 5



(tareo) His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know
that we are in Him:  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 6

same manner as He walked. 

Conclusion

  A.  Unlike the epilogue of a novel, where at the end we close the book and move on to other 
things, the epilogue of Revelation is not to mark the end but the beginning of new and 
renewed activity in faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ in the hope of eternal blessing at 
His return.

  B.  As we gather around the Lord’s Table, we have opportunity to pledge our faith and love 
toward Christ anew.  All who do with a sincere heart will inherit Christ’s blessing ...

Revelation 22:7   "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the
words of the prophecy of this book." 

  C.  Pray that by God’s grace this will describe you, me, our children and children’s children.
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