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Prayer 

Introduction 

For today 
● 28 - 37 Looking forward 

 

 Isaiah 28 - 37 

 

Overview 

 

These chapters form the greatest of Isaiah’s interim fulfillments.  

 

He had prophesied one world, one people, one God.  Now he answers the the question: Is it real?  

 

The test case was the “Egyptian alliance” situation in the days of Hezekiah.  Judah was under Assyria. 

Merodach-Baladan of Babylon was urging alliance against Assyria. Egypt was promising assistance for a 

revolt.  Isaiah’s job was to urge the way of faith, trusting in Yahweh rather than in politics. 

 

Hezekiah was fascinated with military/political solutions. But in the end, with the Assyrians at the gate 

of Jerusalem, he trusted in the LORD, and the city was delivered. 

 

Structure  

● Two sections 

○ 28 - 35 Six woes 

○ 36 - 37 Epilogue 

● Developing story line 

○ 28 - 29 (woes 1-3) Principles 

○ 30 - 32 (woes 4 & 5) Application to current events and the future 

○ 33 - 35 (woe 6) Final resolution in the far future 

○ 36 - 37 (epilogue) Interim fulfillment: Defeat of Assyria 

 

 

  



 

Six woes 

The first woe: the word of God and the purpose of God 28:1-29 

Samaria’s pride brings about destruction.  But Samaria will be reestablished in justice and strength.  

Likewise, Jerusalem has gone away from God into sensual indulgence.  They mock the prophet’s 

message.  What will be the result for them?  There is a cornerstone laid in Zion.  Judgment is coming, but 

this judgment will achieve the LORD’s purpose. 

● Message regarding Samaria 28:1-6 

○ V1 The pride of Samaria 

○ V2-4 Coming destruction 

○ V5-6 Coming redemption 

■ For the remnant, glory and strength. 

● Message regarding Jerusalem 28:7-22 

○ V7-8 Lost in self-reliance and sensuality  

■ Picture of drunken revelry.  May be a banquet to celebrate the Egyptian 

alliance. 

■ The priest and the prophet reel.  All communication with God is cut off. 

○ V9-13 Mocking the word of the LORD 

■ Isaiah is reviled as one who speaks childish gibberish. 

■ He replies that they will hear gibberish in captivity. 

○ V14-19 The word of the LORD preeminent 

■ Call to hear the word of the LORD. 

■ Their lies will not save them. 

■ God has laid in Zion a true cornerstone of salvation. 

■ Righteousness will be the plumb line. 

■ Judgment will come upon them. 

○ V20-22 Explanations and appeal 

■ Their own provisions are insufficient. 

■ God will arise in judgment. 

■ Appeal to repent. 

● The discriminating LORD 28:23-29 

○ V23-26 Purposeful tilling and sowing.  As is proper. 

○ V27-28 Purposeful harvesting and threshing.  Not forever. 

○ V29 The LORD is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom. 

 

 

  



 

The second woe: Is anything too hard for the LORD? 29:1-14 

Jerusalem is the LORD’s ariel (altar-hearth); the place of the ever-burning fire where the holy God 

dwells.  The city will be humbled when His holy wrath is poured out, but afterwards will be delivered.  

The people are blind because they choose not to see.  But the LORD will do wonderful things with them. 

● Chastening and deliverance 29:1-8 

○ V1-4 Jerusalem humbled 

■ Ariel is altar-hearth.  The place of the ever-burning fire. 

■ Where the holy God dwells. 

■ Where holy wrath will be poured out. 

○ V5-8 Jerusalem delivered 

■ The LORD will arise. 

■ Her foes will be no more. 

● Blindness and a coming wonder 29:9-14 

○ V9 Spiritual blindness comes from willful blindness and God’s judgment. 

○ V10 Results are (1) mind asleep (2) means of spiritual enlightenment removed. 

○ V11-12 Illustration of blindness 

■ Closed book 

■ Cannot read 

○ V13 Diagnosis  

■ External religion with no internal reality 

■ Worship by conformity to the rules of men 

○ V14 The LORD’s response 

■ wonderful things. Supernatural acts. 

■ Negation of human wisdom 

● Wisdom. Acquiring knowledge and putting it to use. 

● Discernment.  Seeing the best way. 

 

 

  



 

The third woe: Spiritual transformation 29:15-24 

Judah’s leaders with their politics and self-reliance are hiding from God and denying His presence.  But 

one day the land and its people will be transformed. 

● Present situation 29:15-16 

○ V15. Behavior of the leaders  

■ Hiding from the LORD 

■ Denying His presence. 

○ V16 Heart attitude  

■ Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, 

● God is just like them 

■ He did not make me 

● Denying God as Creator 

■ He has no understanding 

● Denying God as omniscient. 

● Transformation 29:17-21 

○ V17 Transformed land 

■ Creation turned upside-down 

■ Lebanon. Wild areas become like gardens. 

■ fruitful field. Cultivated areas seem like wilderness. 

○ V18 Transformed people 

■ deaf shall hear... eyes shall see 

● Renewed spiritual perception. 

■ words of a book 

● Scriptures open. 

● Application to Israel 29:22-24  

 

 

  



 

The fourth woe: Faithlessness and faithfulness 30:1-33 

Judah’s leaders seek alliance with Egypt, but Egypt is nothing; depending on her will bring disastrous 

results.  Similarly, Assyria is nothing; they will be defeated.  God’s people presently reject His word, but 

His word will be fulfilled.  

● Egypt is no hope 30:1-7 

○ V1-2 Godless plan 

■ Re the Egyptian alliance 

■ stubborn children. Judah 

■ Plan...alliance. Trying to obtain security apart from God 

○ V3-5 Disastrous result 

■ officials...envoys.  Either Pharaoh’s officials across the land or Judean envoys 

wandering from city to city. 

■ shame and disgrace. The result. 

○ V6-7 Oracle of the beasts of the Negev 

■ Beasts of burden carrying gifts to a worthless ally. 

■ Egypt is no help. 

● The LORD’s word rejected 30:8-17 

○ V8 God’s word written as a witness 

○ V9-11 Refusal to hear God’s word 

○ V12-14 Result of refusing God’s word  

○ V15a Remedy for the nation 

■ Returning and rest, quietness and trust 

○ V15b-17 Consequences of refusing 

● The LORD’s promises kept 30:18-26 

○ V18 God will be gracious 

○ V19-25a Zion established 

■ No more weeping 

■ Real truth 

■ Idols gone. 

■ Rich harvest 

■ Plentiful water 

○ V25b World city brought down. 

○ V26 People healed. 

● Assyria is no threat 30:27-33 

○ V27-28 The nations destroyed. 

○ V29 God’s people rejoice. 

○ V30-32 Assyria defeated 

○ V33 Final end of Assyria’s king 

 

  



 

The fifth woe: All things new 31:1 - 32:20 

The Egyptian alliance will fail.  God’s people are called to return to Him because their idols will pass 

away and the Assyrian will be no more.  The King is coming.  But if they will not return, then there is 

judgment.  For those who repent, there is regeneration and new life through the Spirit.  The world city 

will be brought down and believers will be blessed. 

 

● Prologue: disaster & deliverance 31:1-5 

○ V1-3 Failure of the Egyptian alliance  

○ V4-5 God saves His city.  

● Call to return 31:6-9 

○ V6 Call to return 

○ V7 Because the idols will pass away 

○ V8-9 Because the Assyrian will be no more 

● The coming King 32:1-8 

○ V1-2 Righteousness rule 

○ V3-5 Righteous people 

○ V6-7 Description of the wicked 

○ V8 Description of the righteous 

● Call to hear 32:9-14 

○ V9 Call to hear 

○ V10-14 Coming disaster 

● Coming regeneration 32:15-18 

○ V15a The Spirit poured out 

○ V15b-18 Results of the outpouring 

● Epilogue: Destruction & blessing 32:19-20 

○ V19 The world city brought down 

○ V20 Blessings for believers 

 

 

  



 

The sixth woe: Home at last 33:1 - 35:10 

Here is the final outcome in the end times: The nations are destroyed and the LORD reigns in Zion.  His 

people come home in celebration. 

● Zion’s salvation 33:1-6  

○ V1 Assyria’s treachery and coming destruction 

○ V2 Prayer to the LORD. 

○ V3-4 The LORD rises; the nations are scattered. 

○ V5a The LORD reigns 

○ V5b-6 Zion is exalted. 

● World judgment 33:7-12  

○ V7-8 Collapse of alliances 

○ V9 Devastated land 

○ V10-12  The LORD exalted in judgment 

■ Self-destructiveness of sin 

■ Fire from heaven 

● First proclamation: promise of the new Zion 33:13-24  

○ V13 Summons 

○ V14-16 Zion’s people 1 

■ Conviction of sin 

■ Requirements:  (1) to walk righteously (2) to speak uprightly 

■ Rewards of righteousness 

○ V17-19 Zion’s King 1 

■ His beauty 

■ HIs land established 

■ His enemies gone  

○ V20 The city of peace 

○ V21 Zion’s King 2 

■ His waters wide and peaceful 

○ Zion’s people 2 

■ Healed and forgiven 

● Second proclamation: warning of coming judgment 34:1-17  

○ V1 Call to hear 

○ V2-4 The LORD’s anger: coming destruction on earth and in the heavens 

○ V5-6a The LORD’s sword: Judgment 

■ Edom is an example 

○ V6b-7 The LORD’s sacrifice: Slaughter 

○ V8-10a The LORD’s day: Burning forever 

○ V10b-17 Permanent desolation 

● Pilgrims to Zion 35:1-10 

○ V1-2 Transformation of the land 

○ V3-7 Salvation for the pilgrims 

○ V8-10 Highway of homecoming 



 

Epilogue 36:1 - 37:38 

Historical narrative paralleling 2 Ki 18-19.  Hezekiah had submitted to Assyria, sending tribute to buy 
peace.  The king of Assyrian had accepted the tribute, but immediately renewed his pressure on 
Hezekiah, conquering all of Judah’s fortified cities and coming to the gates of Jerusalem.  Now the strong 
world ruler was in direct confrontation with the weak Davidic king in the city of promise.  In Is 14:25 the 
LORD had promised to break Assyria, so His honor was on the line.   Now was the time for Him to 
demonstrate His mastery of history. 

● First Assyrian embassy 36:1 - 37:7 
○ 36:1-22 The Rabshakeh speaks to the Judean officials, urging surrender. 
○ 37:1-7 Hezekiah seeks Isaiah’s help.  Isaiah says do not fear; the Assyrians will depart 

and their king will die in his own land. 
● Second Assyrian embassy 37:8-35 

○ 37:8-9 The Assyrians leave and return. 
○ 37:10-13 The Rabshakeh sends a letter to Hezekiah seeking his surrender. 
○ 37:14-20 Hezekiah puts the letter before the LORD 
○ 37:21-35 Isaiah predicts Assyria’s defeat 

● Defeat of Assyria 37:36-38 
○ 37:36 185,000 Assyrian soldiers are killed. 
○ 37:37-38 Sennacherib returns to Assyria and is assassinated. 

 

 

For next week: The first woe: the word of God and the purpose of God 28:1-29 
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