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As it was mentioned a little bit ago during the announcements, we are embarking on a 
short series all out of Luke 15. As Donny actually mentioned, as is in the bulletin as well, 
what this passage is known for the most is referred to as the Prodigal Son or the story of 
the Prodigal Son. We'll eventually give some clarification to that but the plan now is to 
have three messages from the whole of this chapter and next week and the week after, we 
will be dealing more specifically focused upon the story of the man with two sons, that's 
what we'll call it instead of the prodigal son, we'll give more attention to why that's the 
case. So, that's next week and the week after, dealing with the two sons.

Today, we'll be dealing with really the front or the beginning third of the passage so we'll 
read verses 1-12 of Luke 15,

“1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans,” that is, tax collectors, “and 
sinners for to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured,” the 
idea of grumbling, muttured, “saying, This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them. 3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 4 What 
man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not 
leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it? 5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. 7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. 8 Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently till she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she 
calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which I had lost. 10 Likewise, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth. 11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the 
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.”
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What's often lost on us in our understanding of especially familiar passages out of the 
gospels, is all of what really went in to our Lord teaching the many different types and 
the crowds of people that he was addressing at any given time. Oftentimes, we see this 
especially in the gospel of John but we see this throughout the other three gospels as well. 
just a reminder that our Brother Rob is continuing his Sunday School Bible study for the 
adult class through the gospel of Luke. I really encourage you, if you're not taking 
advantage of that already, that you do so. It's very careful and helpful, beneficial study 
throughout the gospel of Luke and I’m sure that one of the things that comes up, has 
come up already, I think they're in chapter 9, why did I think you were further along? 
One of the things that has come up already is oftentimes our Lord has to develop his 
teaching in a way where he has to come back with people and argue with them. They 
resist what he's saying or which is often the case and especially to our own day, is that 
people hear the words or some semblance of the teaching of Scripture but they insist on 
running it through their previously established grid, if you will, their worldview. This is 
what happened in Jesus' day as well. They would hear what he had to say but they were 
interpreting it through their own existing, dare I use a $50 word, paradigm, or grid, their 
interpretive grid, their own existing philosophy of God and life and religion. 

This is so much the case still today. How many of you watched the debate on Tuesday 
night? A good majority of us. Wow. How many of you watched it here with us and we 
had popcorn and candy bars. Just kidding, we didn't do that but we did watch it here; a 
good number of you were here with us as well. It was interesting in a number of ways. 
I'm not going to give like a whole review and commentary on it but one of the things, 
though, that really stood out to me and I’m sure it did many of you, is that they're 
debating, Ken Ham and Bill Nye, debating from very different worldviews, completely 
different ways of looking at the world as well as looking at the whole issue of origins, 
how the world and everything all over the place actually got here. And oftentimes for Bill 
Nye to listen to what Ken Ham was saying or for people on the other side of the issue 
listening to Ken Ham speak and defend what Scripture says about creation, what is so 
often the case, thought, and you picked up on this as far as a lot of the national news 
media coverage, is that they hear what's being said and I appreciated Ken Ham insisting 
that it is a pre-suppositional issue, it depends so much on what your established belief 
system already is and Brother Ham was very clear in expressing that in a number of 
different ways. He was also bringing in the other components of a Christian worldview: 
the person of Christ, the work of atonement and the clear teaching of the gospel. All of 
that is important and it was helpful, however, people can hear those things, people can 
hear a considerable amount of even evidence for God creating the world and careful 
reason and even logic and it's okay for us to use those tools, at the same time, unless, they 
have allowed God's word through the Spirit of God to completely blast away their 
existing worldview, their long-established way of looking at the world and everything in 
it, then it just doesn't happen. 

What's important for us to realize, we've come to this chapter in Luke 15 and for us, 
oftentimes, well, I mean, these stories are very familiar to us, especially the third one, the 
parable of the prodigal son or the two sons, that oftentimes we have certain context and 
connotation associated with our understanding of theses stories and we don't realize what 
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was actually taking place, what the whole point of Jesus telling these stories actually was. 
These stories, I’ve grown up with all of them. The lost sheep: I can remember so many 
places and churches, Sunday School rooms where there was a picture of a shepherd right? 
And he's holding a very cute looking little lamb. Right? You've seen pictures like that? 
And it's also quaint and cute and in one sort of way or another, they do speak to us. There 
is a sentiment and a nostalgia in even the prodigal son story. To this day, people hear that 
story and they think automatically and what they've done is the same thing that Jesus' 
original listeners were so prone to do, they take what they hear from him and they pour it 
through their already existing thought grid and their old way of thinking and it won't help 
them get to the other side of what Jesus was really saying. What we need to understand 
with these stories is that these words are Jesus using these pictures to blast away the 
prevailing way of looking at God and their relationship with God. We need to understand 
that the entirety of the passage here, as well as the whole Bible but especially here, Jesus 
is coming back to people, he is confronting something. He is challenging a prevailing 
way of thinking right head on and he's carrying out his mission, ie. what's referred to here 
in verse 2 and we'll actually get to that in just a second, he's carrying out his mission and 
doing it openly, doing it in a way that he can openly expose what is in direct opposition 
to his mission and to the whole reason why he was on planet earth.

So, the rest of our time today, we want to look at three key answers to key questions. 
First of all: who is he confronting? What is he confronting? And lastly, this will be kind 
of somewhat of a preview to the two weeks to come: with what is he confronting it? So, 
first of all: who is he confronting? This is kind of clear, isn't it? Look with me in verse 2, 
who is he addressing? This is important to note and it's very clear that in response to what 
people are observing him to be doing as recorded in verse 1, right? He's doing something; 
he's engaged in a particular activity in verse 1. In verse 2, it says, “And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured,” or they're muttering. Some of it might have been under their breath 
but it was also among themselves. They're muttering, “saying, This man receiveth 
sinners.” Can you also hear the eww? You know, that's kind of in the original, eww, he 
receives sinners and he eats with them. So, the reference here: the Pharisees and the 
scribes, the scribes is the reference to the teachers of the law and this is who is 
confronting. They were the purveyors of this what we call, old worldview or the 
prevailing religion of the day.

Now, what about the Pharisees and teachers of the law? The Pharisees especially is the 
predominant group of people that gets quite a bit of attention throughout the gospel 
accounts. Who they weren't. Let's be really clear. We take such a cursory understanding 
of Jesus' interaction with his opponents and Pharisees, we need to be careful to note that 
they were not the villains. Or at least, if we had lived back then, they would not have 
been the ones that stood out to us as the villains and they were not extremists. It is 
important to remember that by this time in Israel's history, this is well after the exile, after 
the many thousands of Israelites were take to Babylon and after they came back, several 
hundred years after that, eventually and especially by the time that the Jews are living in 
Judea under Roman rule, that by this time the Jews especially had divided up into 
different parties based on what they thought was the best way to respond to such a strong 
overwhelmingly mighty Roman, pagan power. 
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And there were several groups or parties that people fell into: there were the Essenes. 
How many of you have ever heard of the Essenes? They were the more monastic type; 
they were the retreatist groups and I don't mean in the terms of summer camp. They 
believed the best way to respond to the pagan influence of their day, that they would 
develop these communities out and away from the rest of civilization. They were viewed 
as radical. They were also viewed as super-spiritual, kind of like in Christian circles 
today like the Amish. They're like, okay, I know a lot of really nice Amish people but 
they're just extreme, they're radical is way the most people look at them. 

Also there was the party of, this would have been a broad stoke of the brush, the Zealots. 
These were the extremists, the ones on the completely opposite end of the spectrum from 
the Essenes. They were the ones willing to act, even at times sacrifice themselves to hold 
up the cause for Zionism and the cause of Jerusalem and the temple. They were willing to 
sacrifice themselves to overthrow Rome. They were viewed as radicals in that sense. 

There was another party of folks which were called the Sadducees and many of you have 
certainly heard of them. They are quite prominent in the gospels as well as the book of 
Acts. They were the ones that the most, they cozied up to the Romans. They were the 
educated elite. They are the ones who actually run the social institutions like the 
priesthood. They controlled the workings of the temple and everything to do with that. In 
order to be able to establish such an ongoing relationship with the Romans, though, over 
time they had compromised some of the more pronounced and outstanding doctrines of 
the Old Testament. Most of them had become theological liberals. They didn't believe in 
angels, it's very clear by Jesus' interaction with them, they didn't believe in the 
resurrection. As we see them, they really are the ones that ultimately become the most 
responsible for the prosecution and crucifixion of Jesus as well as the persecution of the 
apostles in the book of Acts. Not that other groups were not involved but they were the 
ones that politically speaking were able to pull the strings and make it all happen. They 
were also, if you follow them carefully, they are the ones that are more likely when push 
comes to shove, the Sadducees are the ones more likely to inhabit the moral low ground. 
There really are very few extremes they would not stoop to to accomplish their means. 
Those are the Sadducees.

Now, the Pharisees were not any of those. They are a separate party entirely, albeit an 
extremely influential one. Secondly, the Pharisees, they are the popular party of the 
middle class. They represent a large swath of the Judean populace, they certainly do. One 
of the most distinct ways to refer to them, especially in terms of our own day, is that they 
do represent the moral middle. They are not extreme; they believe in understanding and 
abiding by all of the Jewish Old Testament law. At the same time, they are moderate 
enough to not want to rise up in opposition to the Romans and they're careful in that way 
and they see themselves as extremely balanced. They believe in right and wrong, right? 
In our own day, what would you consider to be our contemporary equivalent to the 
Pharisees? That somewhat depends on what region of the country you live but for most of 
us of our way of thinking, it's the conservative Republican mindset. They actually hold to 
traditional moral and family values. They believe in standing up for what's right and 
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wrong yet, at the same time, they usually represent much of the middle class and quality 
of life comes to mean a great deal to them. 

Several years ago, about 15-16 years ago, the New York Times came out with this article 
describing the whole cross section of people and some of you have heard this before, 
right? There's Main Street, there's Easy Street, and there is High Street. Easy Street 
represents the super rich people or very rich people. High Street represents the people 
that really run the social institutions like the Sadducees, the cultural elite. They run the 
media networks and the universities and so on and the newspapers. Main Street, what's 
Main Street? It's everybody else. The numbers probably shrunk a little bit but it's really 
what most cultural analysts of our day say it's 70-75% of people. When it comes to 
morals and their worldview approach and looking at even religion and even the Bible that 
75% of people are quite conservative even regarding hot button social issues of our day. 
A lot of times we feel like we're really losing the battle but a far greater majority actually 
agree with many of our positions as far as the whole general American public is 
concerned. So, that really does represent the Pharisees in their day is the moral middle. 
Back in the 90s they were really referred to and you know this, what, 80-90s they were 
called what? The Moral Majority. Still, I think those numbers have dwindled somewhat 
by our present time but it still holds up considerably.

The Pharisees represented the majority that were essentially, they believed in the 
revelation of Scripture. They also were good people. Clean living, nice people, if you 
will. Now, secondly and we've gotten to our second point in pretty short order: first of all, 
who is he confronting? The Pharisees. But who are they really? They are the moral 
middle of even our day. Secondly, what is he confronting? It's important for us to see that 
the Pharisees stood for something and they did stand for the prevailing interpretive grid 
or worldview of the day. We could call it this way: in contrast to what Jesus was clearly 
teaching, it is the old view of life and religion. Now, what is the best way to sum up what 
their approach was? Their old worldview? And what in the passage here actually reveals 
to us, gives us clues as far as what it was about them that Jesus had to be so direct in 
confronting?

Go back with me and look at verses 1 and 2 and this is key: “Then drew near unto Jesus 
all the tax collectors and sinners.” It's interesting the phrase there “all” of them in a 
particular locale. They're coming out of the woodwork and congregating around whom? 
Jesus. They're there and they want to hear him and it really is describing an ongoing thing 
that the Pharisees, the moral middle class, are actually observing. This is what they say, it 
says that they muttered. They're like, “Oh, we can't believe he's doing this.” Or maybe 
part of it was, “Oh, there he goes again. He's doing it again.” And it says,  “This man, he 
actually receives sinners, and eats with them.” This is really only the tip of the iceberg of 
what is recorded throughout the gospels. You can't help noticing. Don't listen to what is 
being recorded here about the Pharisees' response to Jesus without clearly sensing their 
disdain. They're like, “Oh, I can't believe he's actually doing that.” Of course, this comes 
up throughout the gospel accounts. 
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In Luke 19, Zacchaeus, he is this well-know tax collector, a Roman collaborator and he is 
this political outcast among our circles, if you will. I don't mean to exclude anybody by 
saying this but in our circles it's like an outspoken liberal Democrat. It's like, “Oh no, 
don't go over there and talk to that guy. You've got to be kidding me.” Zacchaeus is this 
political outcast and Jesus, it's not just that Jesus allows himself to be entreated by this 
guy, Zacchaeus, the tax collectors where known as sell-outs to the Roman government as 
well as thieves and extortioners to boot. They were not a popular class of people at all 
and, quite frankly, the religious class had many good reasons not to associate with them. 
But Jesus goes to his house. In the ancient world, for him to sit down and have a meal 
with him was extremely revelatory and it communicated a huge message and the 
Pharisees, the religious class, sees all this and they are greatly offended. They're like, 
“Eww, we knew there was something about this guy that we didn't like.” 

In Luke 7, a passage that we've given some attention to over the years, the woman who 
was a sinner. Remember that, right? The woman who was a sinner comes into Jesus to 
where they're eating and really, the fact that she was known as a sinner, it's commonly 
among Bible scholars and teachers to rightfully conclude that she was a prostitute. She 
was in that locale known as a sinner. She was a woman and there is very few things as a 
woman that she would be known for some kind of public sinful lifestyle and that's what 
causes us to conclude that she was likely a woman of the street, she was a prostitute. She 
was this moral or sexual outcast. That's right and she comes to him and she touches him. 
She wipes his feet with her tears and her hair and she anoints with this incredibly 
expensive ointment and they are what? You know the story, you can fill in the blank, they 
are really turned off. They are greatly offended.

In John 4, the Samaritan woman. Jesus talks to her, not only does he engage with her in 
conversation, that was bad enough, but he actually uses her. She's this incredible vital 
instrument. By means of her, she ends up reaching for the sake of Jesus the Messiah, the 
entire community and she was this racial outcast. The Samaritans were known as half-
breeds. This was all over Jesus' ministry and life. He touched lepers, the social outcasts of 
the day and he welcomed all of them to him and so, really, one of the great subtexts of 
the larger gospel story is that the Pharisees, the moral middle class, they are continually 
offended with him. They are concluding left and right that Jesus must be soft on sin. A lot 
of the things that he teaches and says really do make sense but he's got all these people 
coming around him, he's accepting people that would never come to our places of 
worship. That is the kind of thing they would have said and thought and so they conclude 
that he must be just encouraging them in their godless ways.

By the way, if we're honest with ourselves, we often say that kind of thing when other 
churches, other gospel preaching churches, prove to be effective or more effective at 
emulating Jesus by drawing the sinner class to Christ more than we do. We often say, 
“Well, they must be soft on sin because look how full their congregations are.” I'll 
concede that that may be, it's a possibility that sometimes that is the case but let's not be 
so quick to automatically assume that. In some cases, they're just doing something right 
to actually draw the sinner class, people that have been shunned by mainstream and 
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tradition religion but when they see Jesus for real and in the flesh, they're actually drawn 
to him. Imagine that.

Well, the other thing I want us to see as far as underscoring what Jesus was actually 
confronting. What was he confronting? We see this in the latter part of Luke 15 and we 
see what he's actually targeting. By the time you get to verses 28-30, this is actually the 
climax of this third parable, the story of the two sons. We need to understand and we're 
not getting in full bore to this third parable today but oftentimes it's all about the prodigal 
son, that's the way this story is viewed but it's not. This story is not about prodigals, it's 
about Pharisees indeed. In fact, Jesus never calls it the story of the prodigal sons, he call 
is in verse 11, if you want to look with me there, in verse 11 he refers to it as the story of 
two sons. He says, “a certain man had two sons.” That is essentially what it's about and 
that's the more accurate way of labeling it. By the time you get to the latter part here, 
verses 28-30, by this point the father has received his lost son, the prodigal or profligate 
son, the son that had rejected him and at the same time wanted all of his material 
inheritance right then and there. He says, “Give what's coming to me and I’m out of here. 
I've had enough of all this.” 

That's what the younger son has said but by the end of the story, the father has received 
the lost son and we pick up the story there in verse 28 and we see the elder son and his 
reaction to all this being described. What does he say or what does it say? “And he was 
angry” at all this, the fact that the father is throwing this big party and he's killed the 
fatted heifer. What took place there and it says he was, “And he was angry, and would 
not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.” It goes on to say, “And he 
answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I 
at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, even a kid. You never 
even got me a young goat, never mind the fatted heifer. Good grief.” Can you hear the 
disdain, indignation and sarcasm all at the same time? “That I might make merry with my 
friends.” Verse 30, “But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy 
living with protstitutes, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.”

Now, what is actually going on here: the elder son is big-time annoyed. Do you see that 
with me? He's big-time annoyed with what? With the father for accepting the wayward 
son. The prodigal now is in the house and this is highly symbolic. This pictures and 
represents so much. The prodigal is now in the house with the father and the rest of the 
family and where is the elder son? He will not go into the house and it's very clear, the 
father has two sons: he has an immoral selfish son and secondly, he has a moral unselfish 
son. I know that may sound like a stretch but his whole life as he has testified just here 
and now, he has been unselfish. He's never asked for what the younger son did. There is 
an immoral selfish son and a moral unselfish son. Which one is in the father's house and 
which one is out? The answer is quite obvious but if we weren't familiar with this story 
from our Savior and teacher, I think we would never have guessed that that would be the 
answer. 

Really, what it goes on to say here is: when the Pharisees were listening to this story, 
Jesus gets to this part and they must have gasped. Really, when you think about it, they're 
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like, “What! How could he tell such a story?” And the truth is, both of the sons, both of 
them were alienated from the father but the father accepts the profligate with mercy and 
the good, and not just good with quotes, by comparison he really is the good brother. Do 
you agree with that? He truly is. There's no question about it. He is better, more moral. If 
you had the choice of hanging out with the younger brother or the elder brother, which 
one would you have chosen? Which one to hang out with? The elder one hands down, 
there's no doubt about it. But the good older brother refuses to be accepted by the father 
because of his own goodness. This is what the older brother is saying in the story: “I am 
too good to go in there with you now, Father.” That's clearly what he's saying. “I'm too 
good to go in there now,” and the elder brother is so bothered by the fact that the father 
has had the audacity to receive and be merciful to this rebellious rule-breaking brother 
that what does the elder brother actually decide to do? He's like, “I'm through with you.” 
That is what's being communicated. “I am done with you,” and the elder brother decides 
he will have no part with the father anymore and here's the kicker: the story that Jesus is 
telling here, it's showing that all along it wasn't the father that the religious class, the 
moral middle, were interested in at all, it was all about making themselves look good on 
their own and if that required them to separate themselves from their covenant father, 
then so be it.

Now, I have a question for you: does this make sense to you? Does this explanation of 
this critical core picture and story from our Savior, does it make sense to you? Or does it 
sound really weird? The truth is, it did sound abundantly strange to the majority of the 
audience in Jesus' day and if we're honest to our own day, the majority of religious 
people, even professing believers in Christian churches, to hear it unmitigated and 
unwatered down, it  sounds just as weird and many people just determine and insist on 
saying, “Look, church and religion and gospel life, whatever you want to call it, it all 
comes down to being a good person.” And honestly, far more people fall into this 
category than what we tend to think that it does. If we're not careful and we don't really 
hold ourselves to the clear core teaching of the gospel, we often see people in light of 
other cultural indicators like their political stance. But the truth is, you take a liberal 
Democrat, you know, down in Boston. Do you think you could probably find at least a 
few down there? You could chuckle if you wanted. Then you go up pretty far north now, 
I guess, into New Hampshire and find a conservative Republican and, you know, you 
look at them and you're like, “They have so many differences. There is so much contrast 
in what their convictions are and what they believe. But, you know, they also at the same 
time have a great deal in common.” It really is the case that they both, both categories of 
people, still believe this: they believe in good and evil for the most part, in their own 
sense. I mean, some of the specifics of their standards and perspectives is somewhat 
different, at the same time, they believe in right and wrong and they believe that the 
world would all be so much better off if they ascribed to their own way of living and 
looking at things.

Now, I have an even bigger question here. The beginning part of Luke 15, the so-called 
sinner class, the people that found no welcome among the religious majority of the day, 
they are flocking around Jesus, right? Hmm, you seem a little iffy on that. They are all 
over him and it's very clear in verse 1, they are there because they want to listen to him. 

Page 8 of 12



They've begun to hear what he has to say and they want to hear more, they really do. I 
think you know what's coming, I hope you do. The question is: if we're gospel emissaries 
and we're true followers of Christ, why aren't the sinner class, the people that are very 
clearly not religious and not accepted in religious communities, why aren't they flocking 
around us? Really? It's a question that sorely needs to be answered and responded to. We 
are far too easily content with having churches that are full. The people that are here are 
nice people; they share our thoughts and worldview and political persuasion. There are a 
lot of nice people but the tax collectors and sinners hardly know that we exist and there's 
very little, let's be honest, either it comes down to the fact that we don't relate to them or 
interact with them very much at all or somehow in some way, there is little or nothing to 
attract them to us because they actually don't see the friend of publicans and sinners in us. 
They actually don't see in flesh the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah who would come to 
lift up the downtrodden, to free the enslaved. They don't see it and so they don't come.

Have you ever imagined what the tax collectors, the ones who were known as 
extortioners, even the prostitutes, what they said about Jesus? You know they said things 
about him, right? You know, what did they tell their friends? The reason why there were 
these growing crowds around him? What do you think they actually said? I'm so curious. 
We won't open it up for verbal feedback but what do you actually think they said to each 
other about Jesus? I am so sure they said something to this affect: they're like, “Wow, this 
guy is so unlike all the other Bible teachers we ever heard. I mean, he's just not at all like 
that. This guy,” I'm confident that this would have been the predominant thing, “this guy 
talks to us and he comes to us in a way that he actually acts he cares about us. He actually 
likes to be with us. He has no qualms about sitting down at a party with us and festing 
and merry-making with us. He smiles at us and he doesn't have this cross-eyed, distance, 
alienating look at us like the religious class.” You'd better believe that got their attention 
and that meant as much as anything else in Jesus' drawing them to himself.

The last thing I want us to consider and I’m going to do it somewhat quickly because it's 
by way of preview of what's to come in the next couple of weeks, but the last point: first 
of all, we looked at who is he confronting; secondly, what is he confronting, it's the old 
religious view, it's the interpretive grid or the paradigm of the moral middle, the religious 
majority; thirdly, with what is he confronting it? Jesus confronts the prevailing 
worldview of his day and our day with what we need to call this new grid, this new 
worldview, Jesus' message that confronts the worldview of the moral middle. Three vital 
points I want us to leave with and, again, this will be really rather introductory in 
previewing for the next two weeks. 

First of all: sin is worse than you thought. This is what Jesus is clearly teaching. In his 
response to the Pharisees and the moral middle in the three parables that he tells, the first 
point: sin is far worse than you thought. Jesus says to them, “Look, I’m not here to say 
just because I’m accepting the sinner class of people, doesn't mean I am minimizing or 
presenting a watered down view of sin.” It used to be or the religious view of sin is that 
sin is breaking the rules or sin is coming up short of established standards. Jesus is clearly 
saying through these parables what about sin? That sin is far more deep than that. It's far 
more serious. He says sin is actually running from God. 
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Look at the parable of the lost sheep beginning there in verse 4: the sheep wanders away 
from the shepherd and let's be honest, the whole point of the story here that Jesus is 
telling, the sheep isn't just out for a stroll. No, the sheep is trying to get away from the 
shepherd. It's like, “I don't need this shepherd. I'll be fine on my own.” You're like, 
“Sheep don't think that much.” Well, maybe you're right but at the very least, in their own 
stupidity they are completely not acknowledging the presence of the shepherd. They want 
to get away from him, for sure. We especially see this in the prodigal son: the younger 
son says right off the bat, the major thing that gets our attention right in the beginning of 
the story, he comes to the father and says what? “I want all that's yours that's coming to 
me and I want it now so I can get out of here away from you.” You're like, “Wow, it 
doesn't say it that way.” Oh, yes it does. That's what it means. “I want the father's things 
but I don't want the father's presence. I don't want a relationship with the father anymore. 
I can do very well and much better for my life without you.” 

That's what sin is at its essence. Even as professing, believing people we communicate to 
God, “You know, I can get along through my day without having to take time to really 
listen to you and give attention to you.” Or, the more prevailing thing that we just tell 
God, “Look, I’m busy now and I’m going to have to do this on my own.” The old view of 
sin was that it was a breaking of the rules but this new paradigm, Jesus' new message, the 
essence is running and escaping from God. The Bible is so clear on this. Romans 3 says 
there is none that actually seeks after God, everybody is in a mad rush to run away from 
him. That is our inborn, our sinful nature. Isaiah 53, you could recite it with me many of 
you, in verse 6 it says all we like sheep are running away from God, wandering away 
from the Shepherd and we live our lives and we may keep them dressed up on the outside 
but inside we're getting away from God. 

Let's be clear about this: breaking the rules is only one way of running from God. Did 
you hear that today? Breaking the rules is only one approach. Many people run from God 
by keeping the rules, by dressing themselves up to look as best as possible and by doing 
all that they know that they're supposed to do so that they don't have to be so dependent 
upon a saving, rescuing God like Jesus. Either way, people escape God. Interestingly, the 
three stories that are told, they do present a somewhat multifaceted view of sin. You 
know, people debate over why people sin so blatantly, why men beat their wives and 
there is this whole discussion about whether they were raised that way or whether it's a 
genetic thing or it's a chemical imbalance or whatever the case may be. Or even very 
recently, this terribly sad tragic story about this very well-known actor, Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, many of you are aware of his recent demise. He was actually pretty well-
known for his drug addiction and we do know that it played a serious factor in his 
untimely death but it raises the question, the specter about drug addiction: why are people 
drawn to it? Is it this addicted gene that people are born with? Is it just sheer stupidity. 

It's interesting with these parables, there are a number of factors that Jesus actually 
indicates. The reason why people are so drawn towards some kind of self-destructive, 
sinful lifestyle is multiple. With the sheep, it's because of stupidity, right? I mean, sheep 
are just that way, they're just wired and, “I don't care about anything else around me.” Or 
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with the lost coin, it's a matter of carelessness. Or with the son, it is this clear, sheer, 
blatant rebellion. And what does Jesus say about all this? Which is it? Is it something 
faulty in our genetic make-up? Does it all come down to the will? Is it the fact that we 
just never take the time to really give God the attention? Is it just a careless thing? What 
does Jesus say? E. all of the above. It's all of it. All of it works together for us to allow 
ourselves to be driven away from the presence of God. Everybody, not just the sinfully 
destructive so-called, but the moral middle especially. Everybody is trying to get away 
from God in their own comfortable way.

The second thing I want us to see. First of all, sin is worse than you thought is the first 
point of Jesus' new message. Sin worse than you thought. Secondly, God values you 
more than you thought. That sounds contradictory, doesn't it? It's very clear, the story 
about the sheep, the lost coin, is all about the Father or the person in the story valuing 
what is now lost. Sin is bigger than we thought but also we are more valuable to God than 
we could ever have imagined before and the fact that God is so willing to do everything 
necessary, the parable of the coin in verses 8-10 says the woman loses this coin and it's 
the picture, it's part of her wedding dowry, that's the story that is told about that. She 
loses it, something very valuable to her. It's not just a nickel or a quarter. You lose 
something like that in the couch and you barely know it, right? Or you drop a quarter in 
the commode and you're like, “No thanks, I don't think I’ll go after that.” Right? But, 
ladies, what if it's your diamond wedding ring? “Yeah, I think I’ll do what it takes to go 
in and get it. I'll wash my hands later.” You'll do whatever is necessary and this is the 
idea of the woman with the lost coin: she has lost it and she does what to find it? Easy 
answer: everything. She looks everywhere. She cleaned out that incredibly messy closet, 
cleans out the whole house if necessary until she finds it. This is so simple but clear about 
how God treasures us. He is willing to do everything. He is willing to shake the entire 
cosmos to come down and to find us and rescue us. 

There is so much more we could say about it but thirdly, is the distance that God bridges 
to procure our salvation is much wider than we ever thought. He's looking for us. The lost 
coin, she looks everywhere. The lost sheep, he does everything necessary to hunt down 
that sheep, to find that sheep. There is a well-known Bible teacher that had formerly been 
an actual shepherd and he writes a lot about what it really is like to shepherd sheep and he 
actually says that a lot of people glamorize so much the Bible picture of finding the lost 
sheep. He says it's anything but glamorous. He says you've got to look high and low, you 
have no idea where this sheep might have gotten to and when you find it, you have to 
sneak up on it so that it doesn't see or sense your approach. The only way to do it is to 
actually come up behind it and seize it and oftentimes it requires just tackling it to the 
ground. This is what a real live shepherd has actually said. In very short order, you've got 
to take strong rope and tie its feet and while it's wiggling and squirming for all it's worth, 
the shepherd has to hoist it to his shoulders. We only see these cute pictures of the 
shepherd with the lost little beautiful looking sheep and it's not like that at all. Why isn't 
it? Because we're not like that. 

The Lord has done everything imaginable and this is a clear reference to the cross. The 
Shepherd does everything of what it takes to get a hold of us as his lost sheep, even if it 
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meant and it did, even if it meant him becoming a lamb in order to be slaughtered in 
order to pay the full price for our sin and he did it. The other part about this with regard 
to the two sons, the picture that is told here is that it's very stark and abundantly plain of 
how far the hearts of the two brothers were from their father. In that sense, there's no 
difference between the elder son and the younger son. No difference at all. Their hearts 
are as opposed and far away from the father as it possibly could be and then you see the 
picture of the father waiting for his son to come back and he does. If he had known where 
the son was actually located, he would have gone there to get him himself and he's there 
and as soon as he spots him, what does he do? We know the story so well: he does 
everything of what's necessary to bridge that gap. 

Let's be abundantly reminded today that is the picture of your Savior and gracious Father 
to this day. If you are away from him today, he is waiting. He is there to bridge the entire 
gulf for your sake to bring you all the way back to him.

Let's all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you for the plain and clear and 
picturesque nature of you revealing your love, Lord, the new story and the new way of 
looking at you and coming to approach you and being accepted by you, Father, we ask 
that you' would use your word in a continual way among our hearts and as we think, 
Lord, we ask that we would seriously consider whether we belong to the company of the 
older brother, whether we look at people different from us in these ways, with disdain as 
they appear to come to Christ. Lord, help us to see our role as identical to that of your 
Son. May we show how attractive and welcoming and beautiful that he truly is. We pray 
this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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