
2077 - The FREE GIFT of GIFTS - Rom 6:21-23 
PRELIMS. Paul here is asking his readers to look back on their lives 
and ask themselves ‘What benefit did they get out of their past sinful 
lives?’ …what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of 
which you are now ashamed?[21]. Now that their eyes were opened 
to spiritual realities, he asks, ‘How do you feel - was Satan a good 
Master? Was it worth serving Satan?’ After all, it ends in death!!   
And so, we might ask  those of us this morning who are indeed 
ashamed of our past lives and who are now ‘in Christ’, what benefit 
did you get from the lifestyle you had as unbelievers? When I say 
‘ashamed of our past lives’, I am not only referring to those of us 
who may have had a really chequered career in wickedness but also 
to those of us who may have been, ‘on the outside’, a polite, gentle, 
law abiding citizen, but who nevertheless was ‘outside of Christ’! 
APP Are you ashamed of your past life? Present life? 
Paul says, any fruit, any benefit you had, turned sour in the end, it 
died. The fruit died because it was the result of sin! That is why Paul 
launches onto the great plotline in the Bible the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
[23]. You know the Bible is indeed a complete story with a great 
plotline - Jesus coming to earth is the climax - The God that was 
offended so much by his creatures’ sins, and was so desirous of 
saving them, that He became the victim and suffered the agonies of 
hell in the place and stead of evil men and women is fascinating! Read 
Dorothy Sayers 1893-1957….and see what a crime fiction writer thinks of the Bible 
Michael Horton writes: In 1949 Dorothy Sayers…the English playwright, mystery novelist, 
essayist, and poet described “the greatest story ever told’: Christ’s incarnation, life, death, 
and resurrection - as the plotline of Scripture - and then wondered why the churches had 
exchanged this for bland moralism: ‘Official Christianity, of late years has been having what 
is known as ‘a bad press’. We are constantly assured that the churches are empty because 
preachers insist too much upon doctrine - ‘dull dogma’, as people call it. The fact is the 
precise opposite. It is the neglect of dogma that makes for dullness. The Christian faith is the 
most exciting drama that ever staggered the imagination of man - and the dogma is the 
drama…This is the dogma we find so dull - this terrifying drama of which God is the victim 
and the hero. If this is dull, then what, in heaven’s name, is worthy to be called exciting? 
The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, accused Him of being a bore - on 
the contrary: they thought Him too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for later generations 
to muffle up that shattering personality and surround Him with an atmosphere of tedium. We 
have very efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certifying Him ‘meek and mild’, 
and recommended Him as a fitting household pet for pale curates and pious old ladies. 



That God should play the tyrant over man is the dismal story of unrelieved oppression; that 
man should play the tyrant over man is the usual dreary record of human futility; but that 
man should play the tyrant over God and find Him a better man than himself is an 
astonishing drama indeed. Now we may call the doctrine exhilarating or we may call it 
devastating; we may call it revelation or we may call it rubbish; but if we call it dull, then 
words have no meaning at all.” [The Gospel-Driven Life - page 63]. 

Yes the gospel is ‘the greatest story ever told’! We are so accustomed 
to hearing it, we have become so desensitised to it, that it no longer 
excites us! Many in the world ‘out there’ have never heard the gospel 
story - and would have difficulty believing it because it is so 
dramatic! They never heard the like before! Is seems unreal and so 
‘unbelievable’ - they’ll say ‘you don’t believe that rubbish, do you?’ 
That is how people today consider ‘The Greatest Story Ever Told’! 
*We are all good at complaining! We hear the news, we read the 
papers and say ‘How awful, its not right’ Iraq, Syria, Paris! Now we 
only complain about the wrongs in life! And ‘wrongs’ are sins! 
Having admitted that life is full of sinful things, and the Bible says 
that the wages of sin is death - why has God not dealt with the world 
according to its sins? Ans: Because His delight is in mercy and He 
hates putting away, even although He has to do it ultimately! 
People are doing wrong and wicked things - the media are full of it! 
The Church has been diverted from its fundamental task of making 
known ‘This Wonderful Story’, to trying to sort out the results of 
sin in the world. And so the Church has become more and more like 
a Social Work Department dealing with the consequences of sin, 
instead of announcing the gospel - ‘Man has fallen into sin and is to 
die, but God has come to rescue us and give us life’. The wages of sin 
is death, the free gift of God is eternal like in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Many churches have many programmes - all of them important and 
necessary. Mercy Ministries, Children’s Clubs, Husband/Wives 
Groups, Youth Clubs, Credit/Debt Management, all with a Biblical 
passage to support them - but these things do not impart eternal life. 
As Paul himself said about what he thought was righteous living, it is 
but dung…that I may win Christ…not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law [Phil 3:8cf]. Note: it is only those ‘in 
Christ’ who can have eternal life! Our  text defines the whole story 
of the Bible - ie, ‘everything here leads to death - but there is a gift 



which we can all have free of charge and it leads to eternal life’! 
God’s interest and love towards us, despite our sinfulness and self-
centredness, is astonishing! The Church must herald loud/clear this 
wonderful message of God provision for us all - ‘in Christ’!! 
We must ‘speak/answer’ the person who complains that he has been 
struggling all his life and that ‘life sucks’ as they say, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to lighten burdens and He invites the 
heavy laden to come to Him and receive eternal rest!! And not just 
rest but life to the full. Sad though the heavy burdened may be at 
their lot in the world, they must be told there is worse to follow - 
that the end of everything is death - temporal and eternal - but they 
can have life - a free gift! Seems ridiculous! But it is true! They 
must also be told about Jesus coming into the world and dying for 
sinners so that sinners could have eternal life. Our life of shame, past 
and present, doesn’t need to end the way it is!  
People must be told that death is not ‘just the way things are - just 
accept it because you can’t avoid it’! No! As Horton says, ‘Death is a 
universal sentence God has imposed on humanity because of its 
sin’! Sin is behind every misery in the world. And sin has long-term 
(eternal) consequences! Everyone knows there are problems in life 
and we have to accept ‘our lot’, good or bad! And everyone has a 
‘hunch’ that it wasn’t meant to be like this! ‘Man was meant to be 
free, but everywhere he is in chains’ - Rosseau. We need to persuade 
people the reason why things are the way they are! It is no accident 
that there are problems in life and it is no accident that death stares 
us all in the face, and will catch up with us sooner or later. God 
appointed it because it is the fruit of sin and wickedness. 
The secularists call sin ‘a mistake against a principle’. Politicians 
call it an ‘indiscretion’! But sin is against a Person - God! There 
may be people involved as well, but every sin is against God in the 
first place. That’s Good News! Sin being against Someone means it 
can be forgiven! A mistake against a principle cannot be! That can 
mean the guilty person is still left feeling guilty! Many today are 
depressed and feel guilty (because they are guilty), but have no idea 
how to get relief. They cannot find relief because secular therapists 
tell them they are only feeling guilty about feeling guilty! How sad!  



Do you know what makes a lot of people sad? They had done 
everything they wanted in life - even the things they knew were 
wrong and evil - and they never found joy in it! What fruit were you 
getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? 
After doing all the ‘good’ things in life they are miserable now! 
So people must also be told the message of the gospel - there IS 
Good News - there is a free gift of eternal life ‘in Christ’ - Come!  
Have you ever heard of anyone saying on their deathbed ‘I wish I 
never believed the gospel - it was the worst thing I ever did”? Have 
you ever met anyone on their deathbed who praised God for the 
gospel! I have. It was beautiful. What peace he had in the midst of 
discomfort. He had a smile on his face. 
But it is not just the future that Jesus offers us - there is the present - 
there is sanctification here and now - a wonderful process of growth, 
improvement, and maturity! But now that you have been set free from 
sin and become slaves of God the fruit you get leads to sanctification 
and its end, eternal life [22] Ie, you get here and now [present tense] 
Must never conceive slaves of God as American Negro Slave image! 
It means ‘Under the Master’s Care, Keeping, Protection’! 
There is a peace and contentment that the world does not have in 
being ‘in Christ’! Ministers have told me about businessmen and 
those who have ‘made it’ in this world, when they come into their 
study, they say there is a peace/tranquility here I wish I had. They say 
‘I am so busy, frustrated every day, unsatisfied every day!  
Friends - the gospel is really so wonderful - words cannot really do it 
justice. God’s grace as a free gift is something that is incomparable 
to anything we can even imagine. We do absolutely nothing to gain 
God’s grace - it is entirely free. In ‘The Sound of Music’, Maria is 
overwhelmed by her good fortune in being the object of the captain’s 
affections. She sings ‘Nothing comes from nothing; nothing ever 
could. So somewhere in my youth or childhood, I must have done 
something good’! Not so Maria! Pelagianism! (the belief that we are 
good people who can save ourselves) That is the ‘natural’ theology 
of mankind. We feel we have done something in the past to merit our 
salvation! No, the Bible `story is, it is all by grace - a free gift!!


