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Introduction  

1. Many biblical scholars have concluded that this section (17:1–19:5) marks the heart of Reve-

lation. 

a. This section amplifies the final bowls of ch. 16. 

b. It identifies Babylon as the same system that has flourished in various ways throughout 

history. 

c. It delineates the destruction of Babylon as a judgment of God (17:1; Dan. 2:44, 45).  

2. Satan’s strategy is lies, deception, and counterfeits. 

a. Dennis E Johnson (Triumph of the Lamb, Com. on Rev., loc. 2642) compares this harlot to 

fairytale queens whose outward beauty masks their true ugly self-absorbed and wicked 

hearts.  

b. Even the saints can be fooled into tolerating a Jezebel as the one seducing the naive in 

Thyatira (Rev. 2:20, 21). 

The biblical Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Sidon of Phoenicia, became the wife 

of Ahab, king of Israel. Through her, the northern tribes of Israel apostatized to Baal wor-

ship (1 Kings 16:30–34). The female false teacher in Thyatira was like Jezebel of old, lur-

ing the church away from Christ into the “deep things of Satan” (Rev. 2:24). Beware, for 

many false teachers exist in the church today attempting to lure saints away from the sim-

plicity of the gospel. They use Jezebel’s self-exalting and flesh-satisfying heretical doc-

trines, called “the deep things of Satan,” for fame and profit. Judgment on these teachers 

and their followers is certain to come (Rev. 2:22, 23).  

3. The work of pinning down the beasts and Babylon to specific historic or future entities is 

very difficult because details do not always work out.  

a. The Babylonian whore is a seductive system that is always associated with Satan’s anti-

God political and military powers. 

b. This system is seductive because of its idolatrous worship of prosperity and human 

achievement.   

c. The woman is the mother of prostitutes and earth’s abominations; thus, she represents fall-

en human culture, glorious in its achievements but repulsive in its arrogance (17:7). 

d. In the discernment of the true believer, the woman is the epitome of folly, promising 

pleasure and prosperity, but delivering its opposite—death (Prov. 7:6–27; 9:13–18).   

e. The principle of worldliness (the whore) riding on a political power (the beast) and sup-

ported by false religion (the false prophet) can always be identified both historically and 

contemporarily. 

f. We must also note that at John’s writing, the beast had not yet ascended from the abyss 

(11:7; 17:8), indicating that these visions also have future significance (2 Thess. 2:1–12).   

  



I. Her Description 

1. The description of the woman is a negative comparison to the bride of the Lamb (19:6–10). 

a. The whore reflects the coveted worldly trappings of appearance, luxury, and indulgence; 

the bride reflects the symbols of her heavenly calling. 

b. The whore’s beauty is alluring but vain, hollow, and short-lived; the beauty of the bride is 

genuine, reflecting the righteousness of God. 

c. The whore identifies with the dragon and the beast on which she rides in the scarlet color 

she wears (note Jer. 4:30); the bride is adorned with that granted (imputed to) her—fine 

linen (white), bright and pure, reflecting the holiness and glory of her Lord Jesus (Matt. 

17:2; see 3:4, 6:11, 7:13, 14). How are you adorned? Whose glory do you reflect?   

2. The woman wears gold, jewels, and pearls, holding a golden cup full of abominations and 

impurities.   

a. These symbols of wealth are means by which she has deceived the kings of the earth into 

committing spiritual adultery and with whom earth-dwellers have become intoxicated (v. 

2). 

b. The cup-filling abominations lusted after by the world are the things God hates (Dan. 7:27; 

11:31, Matt. 24:15). 

3. On her forehead, the woman bears a name of mystery (v. 5).   

a. A mystery is always given an explanation in Scripture (v. 7; see 1:20). 

b. John’s response is one of amazement (vv. 6b, 7), at which he is rebuked by the angel for 

his apparent confusion and fear of the woman drunk on the blood of the witnesses of Je-

sus (v. 6).   

II. Her Disposition  

1. The woman is seated on many waters (vv. 1, 15) or seven mountains, which are also kings 

(vv. 9–13; Jer. 5:24, 25). 

a. Here is where most interpretive problems arise. Who are the kings we are to identify? Are 

they historical or future? Do the mountains refer to Rome or some specific location?  

b. No wonder the angel said that understanding the mystery required “a mind with wisdom” 

(v. 9).  

2. The woman is also identified with “the great city that has dominion over the kings of the 

earth” (v. 18). What city or cities is this?  

3. There is such a strong connection between the woman and the beast that unlocking the mys-

tery requires more information about the beast than about the woman (vv. 8–14).  

III. Her Destruction  

1. God will use the very kings that find their fulfillment —their fame and fortune—by her as 

the instruments of her demise (vv. 16, 17). 



God is sovereign and, without the least problem, He can cause men to do what they are ac-

tually opposed to do. The kings that have greatly benefited from the whore will turn on her, 

hate her, and destroy her, then lament her demise. 

2. The best way to interpret the vision 

a. Mountains symbolize power to rule (Dan. 2:35, 44, 45; 14:1). 

b. Seven (completeness) mountains symbolize world-wide authority to rule all peoples 

(13:7). 

c. The dragon’s hold on the world is beginning to crumble even as the promise of Scripture 

declares (Psa. 110:1; 1 Cor. 15:27). 

d. The kings symbolize rulers who have held sway over the peoples of God, the final kings 

having but a brief time before Christ ends it all.  

e. Believers are to understand that they are to continue faithful, suffering for a while longer 

until Christ returns to vindicate their faith and endurance (2 Thess. 1:7–10).  

Application  

It is possible that John’s amazement (v. 6b) was due to his realization that the very saints on 

whose blood the whore was drunk (v. 6) were being tricked into a great apostasy (2 Thess. 

2:1–12).  

When asked about the susceptibility of contemporary churches to spiritual deception, John 

MacArthur decried the awful lack of discernment on the part of many evangelical leaders.  

 In our culture, successes by worldly standards (numbers, budgets, popularity, influence, etc.) 

seem to mark the value of a church and ministry. 

 Churches are to be weighed by fidelity to Scripture, submission and obedience to Christ and 

His will.  

We need to consider carefully what Scripture warns us about in light of our current situation. 

May God grant to us wakeful vigilance and clear judgment in the face of Satan’s onslaughts.   


