
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, March 9, 2014                                                     Passage: Romans 12:17-21 

Memory Passage: Romans 12:20-21 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 12:17-21. (v. 17): In what circumstances are you tempted to “repay (some)one evil for evil,” and what would 

it look like if you were to do this (I ask you this so you can recognize what you should avoid, not so you rehearse sin)?  

(b) According to v. 17 what should you do instead of this (notice the adversative “but”), and what does this look like? 

(c) How do you judge what is “honorable” (probably better translated “good” or “right”), especially with the caveat “in the 

sight of all?” Is what is right or good determined by those who are evil, and if not, how do you know what is good?  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 12:17-21. (v. 18): What do you find challenging about “living peaceably with all,” including those who do 

evil (please consider the implications of the verb “live”)?  

(b) Consider the circumstances you wrote about on Day 1: in what ways have your actions or non-actions (those things that 

“depended on you”) caused peace, and in what way have they prohibited peace? How might you change the latter situations? 

(c) Are there limits to the extent to which we pursue peace, and if so, what are they and how do we know what they are?  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Rom. 12:17-21. (v. 19): In what ways do you struggle with the desire to seek revenge, and why do you think Paul 

forbids (“never”) this so strongly?   

(b) “Leave it” (ESV) translates 2 Greek words that mean, “give place.” How does giving place to God’s wrath help you to 

overcome the sin of seeking revenge?  

(c) Why is it ok for God to pursue vengeance but not ok for us to seek it? 

(d) Paul begins this verse with “beloved.” Explain why this should serve as a powerful enablement to obey this verse. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 12:17-21. (v. 20-21): How does the phrase, “to the contrary” help us understand what follows? 

 

(b) If your particular enemies are not hungry or thirsty, are you free to ignore this verse? Why or why not? 

  

(c) Explain the phrase, “for by doing so you will heap burning coals on his head.” Make sure your explanation gives 

credence to the context of this passage. 

 

(d) Verse 21 seems to be a summary of 17-20, so explain both parts of this sentence. Use actual, concrete examples from 

your own life to illustrate each. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Romans 12:17-21. Review your answers from this week and apply what you have learned by explaining what you 

would do in the following situations, which are pulled from today’s headlines. 

(b) You own a bakery and a gay couple enters your place of business and asks you to bake a cake for their upcoming 

wedding. What do you do? Whether you said you would refuse or comply, how will you respond to the backlash you will 

receive (and you will receive it no matter what you do)?  

(c) You attend a funeral for a friend who died serving his/her country in Afghanistan. There are representatives of Westboro 

Baptist Church picketing the funeral and hurling insults at everyone (including you and the fallen soldier) in the name of God. 

(d) You are a US Representative serving Arkansans who voted against the Farm Bill because it contained more legislation 

having to do with food stamps than farms & farmers and now you are being called racist, unloving, anti-farmer, etc. 

DATE: March 9, 2014          PASSAGE: Romans 12:17-21 

Love Looks Like This (Part II) 

 

In Romans 12:17-21 Paul presents 2 commands concerning how we are to interact with our enemies. 


