
Spiritual _____________________ 

I Samuel 16-17 

 

Intro: Success is a word that is very popular in our 21st century vocabulary.  But what does the word really 

mean?  The definition of the word really lies in the mind of the individual.  Let me share some definitions 

with you: Success is: 

 The progressive realization of a worthwhile ___________________ 

 A process-not a point or place in _______________ 

 A daily accomplishment, not a once for all __________________ of arrival 

How do these definitions fare with your thoughts on the word “success”?  Today, we are going to look at the 

word success in Biblical terms and events.  After all, as Christians, the Scripture should shape all our 

thoughts about success in this life, should it not? 

 

I. I Samuel 16:1-14 

 A. Success is a “right-heart” ____________________ with God on a moment by moment basis

  1. God knows the ___________________ way to pursue success. Vs 1-3 

  2. Pursuing success God’s way _________________ the power of God upon that  

   pursuit. Vs 4-5 

3. Success must be __________________ by God’s definition. Vs 6-10 

 B. Possible _________________ comes in all forms and sizes.  It also may be known or  

  unknown. Vs 11 

 C. Success does not depend on our __________________ appearance, but on our having a  

  relationship with God. Vs 12-14 (Salvation) 

  1. In the OT the Holy Spirit would come from Heaven and descend upon a person to  

   accomplish a task God wished completed. (Cf. Ex 31:2-4 Overseer of the Tabernacle  

   construction; Judges 14 Samson) 

1. Success with God ensures the ___________________ of God is with us. Vs 13 (Cf. 

  10:6, 9-10; 11:6) 

2. Failure to pursue success God’s way ensures the ____________________ of the 

Holy Spirit’s influence and power. Vs 14 

 

II. I Samuel 17 

 A. There will always be the ___________________ of decision between success and failure.   

  We must decide what to do with the valley. Vs 1-3 

 B. Seeming failure can appear as a ___________________ in our life. Vs 4-11  

1. cf vs 8-11-______________________ 

2. How we deal with the giant will ___________________ our success or failure. Vs 11 

 C. Possible failure is something we must deal with on a ___________________ basis. Vs 16  

D. Success will always be found on the ___________________ of responsible obedient 

behavior. Vs 17-29 

 1. Success will not be ___________________ its challenges along the way. Vs 17-27 

   a. The “army of God “ was settling for daily failure when God was offering them  

lasting ________________. Vs 24 

b. Facing the same giant as the army of God, David had an attitude of victory  

and _____________ in the Lord, not failure in spite of God. Vs26 (cf 32-37) 

2. Settling for failure when we could be having victory does affect our relationship with  

__________________. Vs 28 

E. There will always be those who want to __________________ you how to be successful 

when they are not so themselves. Vs 31-40 



 1. We must treat them with _________________. Vs 31-38 

 2. But we must not __________________ what we know to be the will of God   

  concerning our personal behavior. Vs 39 

  3. We must do that which we know God has _________________ us to do, and trust  

   Him for the results. Vs 40 

F. Failure can make a lot of _________________ and be very scary on the surface, so as to 

________________ us from God, and ultimately bring defeat into our lives. Vs 41-44 

G. Spiritual success requires that we be not ___________________ of facing the noise of 

possible failure in the ___________________ of the Lord and overcoming it. Vs 45-51 

1. We must face possible failure head-on in the strength of God while on the 

____________ to success. Vs 45 

2. We must claim ____________________ in the name of the Lord and for the Glory 

of the Lord. Vs 46-47 

3. We have to _________________ possible failure in order to be a success. Vs 48-51 

 

Conclusion: Success—what is it?  In the business world, in our homes, in our personal lives, our success is 

determined ultimately (in eternity) by our ____________________ success.  And God has already decided 

what makes up spiritual success: salvation and service—Mark 8:36-37  For what shall it profit a man, if he 

shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Luke 9:23-26 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me. 24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for 

my sake, the same shall save it. 25  For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose 

himself, or be cast away? 26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of 

man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels. 
 


