
2084 - PREACHING CHRIST CRUCIFIED - 1 Cor 1:20-24 
PRELIMS. There is a great difference between ‘preaching about 
Christ’ and preaching Christ! Our text states that the apostles said but 
we preach Christ. In fact it was even more clearly defined. It wasn’t 
simply Christ, but Christ crucified. Some people preach Christ and 
His good words and works, but not much of Christ crucified for our 
sins! But what is vital and important is the word of the Cross which 
Paul says is folly to those who are perishing [18] First... 
The CONTEXT - MAN’S WISDOM and GOD’S WISDOM 
Paul is here writing to Cors about the wisdom and the power of God. 
That’s the context. He is comparing God’s wisdom with man’s 
wisdom! And God’s power with man’s power! Where is the one who 
is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?[20]! 

Paul is saying God can make a fool of us at times - just to show His 
greatness, His power, His wisdom! APP Think of the millions of 
pounds spent on Y2K! Remember? Year 2,000! Our Wise Men told 
us, what was going to happen at the turn of the century, through 
digital technology! When the new digit for 2000 would change - it 
really could mean disaster! The wisdom of men all prophesied 
about the impending threat to the world! National electricity grids 
could be shut down. World-wide banking would collapse. A ‘Sunday 
Times’ article said ‘This is not a prediction it is a certainty’. The US 
Federal Reserve Board said it set aside $50billion of currency 
reserves to help the emergency services. Nuclear missiles could be 
‘accidentally’ launched! Airlines cancelled flights running at 
midnight on 31 Dec 99! The wise men believed something was going 
to happen – but it didn’t – and millions of clever people believed the 
‘wise men’! Every Western country wasted millions and millions on 
something that never happened! Our ‘Wise Men’ were so wrong! 

Then just a few months after that –when our wise men assured us of 
our security and safety - the very symbols which represented man’s 
belief in humanity, the Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre - 



and the unexpected happened – something which did change the 
world dramatically – which became to be known as 9/11!  
Story: In 2001 on Sept 10, a Stewardess on a flight, given a tract, her 
6th recently! Asked the giver ‘What does God want me to do?’ ‘Give 
Him your life’ then explained gospel. Don't know what happened, 
but next day she was on the 1st plane to crash into Twin Towers! 
There is such a thing as a Word in Season and wisdom for the world 
to come! And there is such a thing as folly - ignoring the inevitable! 
Friends, we are on a journey and have to leave this world! Wisdom!
ALL OF US, ALL MANKIND ARE SEARCHING for TRUTH 
No matter what culture we are from, mankind throughout the world, 
even in his fallen state is searching for wisdom, truth, reality, God. 
The Jews, for example, want to see miracles before they will believe 
wisdom comes from Jesus Christ! Jews demand signs (miracles) [22] 
or some practical evidence! At least that’s what they said! But when 
Jesus performed miracles they did not believe! Gideon needed four 
miracles before he accepted God’s call to him!! 

The Greeks! They had different reasons for rejecting the wisdom of 
God! the Greeks seek (human) wisdom [22] They liked to reason 
and discuss logically with eloquence. They liked oratory skills 
which revealed wisdom, things which the intellectuals admired! One 
way or another, mankind, represented by the Jewish mindset or the 
Greek mindset rejected the wisdom of God - the simple gospel! 
When Paul was speaking to the world’s greatest philosophers at Mars 
Hill, he told them that it was God who made the world, and gave 
mankind life and breath, and set boundaries in time and space, and 
told them that God was actually not far from each one of us and that 
we should seek God! [Acts 17:24] Paul was directing these 
philosophers from their vain search into man’s wisdom, and 
towards God’s wisdom! The wisdom that is from above.

A few years ago in Kilmany, Fife, an unconverted C of S minister 
was studying science. He loved it. He studied mathematics and 
magnitudes. He was searching for wisdom – man’s! Then one 
morning he realised he had forgotten to study two great 



magnitudes ‘the shortness of time, and the greatness of eternity’! 
He had discovered God’s wisdom in contrast to man’s wisdom! 

Well, God visited him in his study. God came to say ‘With all your 
wisdom you haven’t found the most important thing of all – Me!’ 
None of us are to live for ever! What is the purpose of life? He was 
Thomas Chalmers, later of the Free Church. What a change it made 
to his life – and ministry - and Scotland! 
PAUL PREACHED CHRIST 
Why did Paul preach Christ? Because Christ is wisdom personified! 
Wisdom in Person! Paul did preach wisdom – the wisdom of God! 
Look Christ Jesus...our wisdom...our righteousness...our sanctifi- 
cation and redemption [30]! Sol said the same, look: Get wisdom... 
and whatever you get, get insight, prize her highly [Pro 4:5-7]. Jesus 
tells us about someone Who, on finding one pearl of great value, 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it [Mat 13:46]. 

Note, Paul says he preached Christ! Not about Christ! (Of course he 
did at times!) But you can preach about Christ and not preach 
Christ! Sadly many churches do this including the Reformed Church. 
We can preach all the ‘incidentals’, the non-fundamentals, about the 
Xn faith and ‘forget’ about the main big issue of Christ crucified! 
All denominations have their particular ‘identity’ mark – that is why 
they are separate denominations! They believe in, and love the 
distinctive MORE than the essence of Xnity – Christ Himself! This 
is the shame/disgrace of Xendom! 

Paul here hints at the problems of divisions! Not even the 
sacraments, like baptism, ought to have a large place in the running 
of a Church! He speaks about the divisions that have been created by 
different views on baptism so that he says I thank God that I baptised 
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that 
you were baptised into my name...For Christ did not send me to 
baptize [14,15,17]. No Christ sent Paul to preach the gospel [17]! 

Christ crucified – Paul was concerned that they would fall into the 
big mistake of forgetting the fundamental purpose of the Church – 
the gospel, Christ crucified! Too often Churches want to focus on 



their identifying mark rather than the kernel of the gospel, Christ 
crucified! We’re Baptist, we’re Presbyterian, we’re Pentecostal’ 
we’re Charismatic, we’re Methodist! Why was Paul ‘successful’, 
why was Paul’s ministry long-lasting? Because he focused on 
Christ crucified! Because he did not make an issue of baptism (as 
the Cors were doing), lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power 
[17] and you will be ‘taken up’ with the ‘trimmings’ of religion and 
not the solid meat of the Word of God. Nothing but Christ crucified 
will save us. There are many ‘Christs’ today who are emptied of 
power - because He is not the Christ on the Cross who died for our 
sins! It is only Christ who made the atonement who can redeem us! 

Our text says that Christ can be a stumbling block and foolishness to 
people. Do you know why the gospel of Christ was a stumbling 
block to Jews? Because it was too inclusive! Because it included the 
Gentiles! Because it was too open to all! The Jews were saying 
‘God’s Special People should not include others, this is just for 
Jews, we who are ‘good’ and keep the law. Friends, there are no class 
distinctions in the gospel – it is for all and sundry – all who believe. 
The Jew said it was too ‘simple’ this ‘just believe’ stuff! No, you 
have to be a Jew! APP Do not make the mistake of thinking God is 
not merciful. God is abundantly merciful! Twice Christ said I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice [Mat 9:13, 12:7] Do not make the mistake of 
thinking God is not love – He is far MORE loving than anyone! 

Do you know why the gospel was foolishness to the Greeks? 
Because the gospel was not intellectual enough! It did not sound 
sophisticated enough! It was too simple - based on a silly myth of 
Jesus resurrection! They ‘looked down’ on the uneducated. Jesus had 
‘no formal education’, He never wrote a book, never travelled more 
than a radius of 50 miles! He did not have a degree! He did not cut a 
good figure among the elite! APP There are still many ‘Greeks’ 
today who want answers to all the questions! As if they have the 
‘right’ to know all things! ‘Where was God on Sept 11?’ Ans: 
Exactly the same place as He was when He permitted religious 
fanatics to kill the innocent Son of God Jesus Christ – ie, sitting on 
the circle of the earth in complete control of His world!


