
Sermon Notes:                                               “Repent or Perish”                                                  Luke 13:1 – 9  

1. Catch the flow of the narrative. At  this special  redemptive moment some people came to Jesus reporting 
upsetting news.  They ask Him no question directly, but sensing their consternation, He becomes a commentator on  
local  events and uses  an extreme force of emphasis.   What did He judge to be of  such importance?  Jesus  
reinforces a Biblical worldview and the necessity of repentance in the life of a human being.

He anticipates their concerns.  You are thinking then…?  The people in question must have been great sinners, 
debtors, culprits?  You heard in a sermon two weeks ago that some sins are more grievous than others, but any sin makes  
us great debtors to God.  Their thinking presumes there is a God if there is sin.  It presumes accountability.  They are right  
about that. 

A majority in our day might start from the premise, “Why did impartial, impersonal CHANCE, the blind fate that governs what 
happens in this  world,  strike here?”  There is no reasonableness to the creation?  There is no Providence?  How can 
something impersonal decide to “strike?”  If it is impersonal, how does it “govern?”  Nothing is in control of chance, for  
chance is no-thing?  What a position of despair for men created to “understand.”  No, all things serve Him (Psa. 119:91).

2. Consider the intensity of force in Jesus’ response.  What is in a translation?

• “I tell you!”  Here is the voice of divine authority.
• “No, not at all.”  (the intensive form of ‘no’)  You are wrong about that assumption.

• “Unless you (all) repent…”  This is a verb of subjunctive mood indicating a possibility that could upon the right  
conditions become a reality.  And the verb is a present tense verb, denoting continuing action.  Here repentance is 
not simply an act, but a continuum, an attitude of life.  Are you engaged in this inner posture of soul?  A barrier to  
personal repentance is to think that someone else needs to repent more than I do.

• “You will all likewise perish.”  This is a statement of fact.  It is a future tense declaration of certainty.  “You 
WILL assuredly perish!”  Does He mean, “You will surely die a physical death?”  What would be the revelatory news  
there?  Or does He mean “perish”, the word used for eternal death?  “You will be given over to eternal misery for  
destruction (not annihilation) in hell (Apollyon).”  (John 3:16; 10:28)

• AND… He does not say these truths just once, He repeats them a second time.
• AND then on top of that… He  reinforces with a parable that illustrates and emphasizes the same truth. 

There is something worse that to die a sudden, violent death.  It is to die unrepentedly.

3. See how the “parable” connects to what came before.  This “repenting” is a necessary fruit of becoming 
rightly related to God.  “Although repentance is not to be rested in, as any payment making satisfaction for sin, and  
although it is not the cause of your pardon from sin (that pardon and forgiveness being the act of God’s free grace 
in Christ); yet it is of such necessity to all sinners (and all are such by birth), that no one may expect forgiveness 
and pardon without it” (WCF XV, III).  No repentance, no faith, no justification, no sanctification, no salvation.

But the parable emphasizes more.  Jesus tells us that God is patient.  He is willing for a non-productive, non-fruit  
bearing tree, to continue to waste, to exhaust, the ground for a time.  But not forever!  Give it another “chance,” a longer  
opportunity to “bring forth fruit meet for repentance” (Matthew 3:8; Acts 26:20).  But if given that time, there is still no 
fruit,  cut it  down.  In other words, God is patient  and longsuffering, but not infinitely so.   It is  a great mistake to 
consider someone to be a Christian based upon his confession alone if he shows no signs of living a life in  
which God’s commands are his rule of conduct.  

4. What does God promise to those who truly repent?  Hear the flavor of His mercy.

Acts 2:38  - “And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 3:19, 20 -  “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you”

The “95 Theses of Martin Luther” began with this theme:  # 1, “when our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, says ‘Repent ye,’ He 
means that the entire life of the faithful should be a repentance,” and # 3, “He does not mean inward repentance only, for  
inward repentance that does not result in various external mortifications of the fles


