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Isaiah 53:1–6 

1  Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  

2  For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. 

He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we 

should desire Him.  

3  He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And 

we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  

4  Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him 

stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  

5  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  

6  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And 

the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 
 

“Our Suffering Savior” 

Isaiah 53:1-6 
 
INTRO: 
 
 This is the season we celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. But before He was 
resurrected from the dead, He died on the cross for our sins. Like His birth at Bethlehem, His 
death on Calvary was predicted some 700 years before it happened. Isaiah told us about it in 
Isaiah 53. 
  I. What We Thought Was Happening (v. 1-3) 
II. What God Actually Did (v. 4-6) 
 
I. What We Thought Was Happening (v. 1-3) 
 
Isaiah 53:1-3    “Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as 
a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, 
There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by 
men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” 

 
A. The first voice we hear in this passage is a voice expressing frustration because no one 
seems to understand or hear the report. This sound like John’s statement in John 1:9-11.  
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“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did 
not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 

 
B. The second statement rehearses the problem.  

Isaiah 53:1    “And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?”  
Although everything that Yahweh did in His salvation plan was clear and predicted in the 
Old Testament, no one seem to see it. No one seemed to understand what God was doing. 
 
C. The Messiah’s beginnings, His birth in Bethlehem, His early life in Nazareth was 
unremarkable. Like most people in the ancient world, the Jews and the Romans thought a 
great man had to come from a great beginning. Not so with our Savior. Isaiah here wrote 
about His earthly history in these words. 

 v.2    “For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry 
ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, There is no beauty 
that we should desire Him.”  

Jesus did not look great according to human standards. He looked like an inconspicuous 
green sprout. 
 
D. The general verdict about the Lord Jesus was, 

 v.3    “He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we 
did not esteem Him.”  

Those of the Jewish people who still reject Him think of Him in these terms.  
 

II. What God Actually Did (v. 4-6) 
 
Isaiah 53:4–6    Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all.”  

 
A. Verse 4 is a summary of what Jesus looked like. He was despised and rejected. The 

Gentiles rejected Him. The Jewish people rejected Him. Finally, His Father rejected Him.  

Matthew 27:46    “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  
This was because the only way we could be accepted in Him is because He was made sin for 

us and bore our rejection in our place. 

 
B. What was happening with our Lord?  

v.4    “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.”  

God the Father was smiting His Son? Why? Romans 8:3 tells us,  
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“For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He 
condemned sin in the flesh.”  

God condemned our sin in His Son. 
 
C. v.5    “But He was pierced through for our transgressions; He was crushed 

for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with His stripes we are healed.”  

 
1. “He was pierced through for our transgressions.”  I can’t help but think of 
the verse in Zechariah 12:10,  

“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 
Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. 
Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him 
as one grieves for a firstborn.”  

God poured out His grace on us so we can now see the One whom has been pierced for 
our sin.  
 
2. “He was crushed for our iniquities.”  While we are tempted to consider the 
physical suffering alone through all of this, the fact of His being made sin for us had to 
crush Him and hurt Him more than any scourge, nails, or spear could hurt! 

 
3. “The chastisement that bought our peace was upon Him.”  The punishment 
that God required for our sin the Father laid that punishment on Him. This was the price 
of the Peace we now have with God. 

 
4. Finally, we read the great statement of our hope. “With His stripes, we are 
healed.”  We are cleansed from the penalty of our sin. We are forgiven and saved, 
because He suffered and died for us. 

 
D. What did God the Father do with His Son for us?  
v.6    “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
Some do not understand the depth of the Father’s holiness. Sin could not be forgiven 
without the shedding of innocent blood. Jesus had to die if we were to be saved. There was 
no other way. 
 
The question is what do we do with this? Do we know Him as our Savior? Will we serve Him 
as our Lord? 
 


