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GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S GOODNESS 
 (SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2014) 

SCRIPTURE: 10 COMMANDMENTS; REV. 2:1-7 

INTRODUCTION 

Unbelievers often argue against God and His truth using the argument of evil and suffering. 

As Christians, we do not deny the reality of evil and suffering.  

Of all people we should take evil and suffering seriously. 

By God’s grace we are also able to affirm the goodness of God. 

What is the great testimony at the end of Psalm 23? 

Psa. 23:6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  All the days of my life;  And I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD  Forever. 

Listen also to the words of Psalm 31:19. 

Psa. 31:19  Oh, how great is Your goodness,  Which You have laid up for those who fear 
You,  Which You have prepared for those who trust in You  In the presence of the sons of men! 

Genesis 2 describes in greater detail the events on the sixth day of creation. 

God gives good gifts. Genesis 2 so clearly shows God’s good gifts freely available to Adam and Eve. 

A study of Genesis 2 reveals the horror of Genesis 3. Adam and Eve chose the one thing forbidden 
to them over the abundance of God’s goodness and provision that was freely available to them. 

Consider and give thanks for God’s grace and His many gifts to you. 

We will look at Genesis 2:4-14 in four parts: v. 4a, vv.4b-7, 8-9, and 10-14. 

 

1. GENESIS 1:1-2:4A – THE EARLIEST REVELATION OF GOD TO MAN 

Gen. 2:4a  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created… 

Who wrote the amazing account of creation found in Genesis 1:1-2:3? 

Some would suggest this account was written by Moses 2,600 years after the fact or some would say 
by some other unknown person even later. 

A much better understanding that is supported both by Scripture and archaeology is that Moses 
served as the editor of Genesis, putting together inspired records that were previously written. 
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Listen to the comments of Dr. Wiseman: 

The centuries before Moses were not dark ages unilluminated by God. God had not left 
mankind without a written revelation; at sundry times and in divers manners He had spoken to 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and their records had been written on tablets, in the 
manner customary at that time.1 

One evidence for this witness is verse 4a.  

Some would suggest that verse 4 is a heading for what follows. 

However, a very good argument can be made that verse 4a is the bibliography as it were for Genesis 
1:1-2:3. 

Wiseman studying ancient documents noted that tablets would end with a statement similar to what 
we find in Genesis 2:4a. 

The word history in Genesis 2:4a is a word used 12x in Genesis. In Greek the word is genesis. In 
other parts of Genesis, the same Hebrew word is translated as genealogy. 

Look at Genesis 5:1. 

The book of Genesis is composed of either 9-11 records, depending on how you organize them. 

Wiseman writes: 

“There is good and sufficient evidence to show that the first page of the Bible is the oldest 
document which has come down to us.”2 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 is not a record written long after the fact but one either that God revealed to Adam 
or was written down like the 10 commandments by God Himself. 

How we give thanks that God has revealed Himself through His written revelation so that we might 
know Him and understand all that He has made. 

 

2. GOD FORMED MAN, DUST OF THE GROUND, VV. 4B-7  

4b in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,  5 before any plant of the 
field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not 
caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground;  6 but a mist went up from 

                                                
1 Charles V. Taylor, “Who Wrote Genesis? Are the Toledoth Colophons?” Article from the Journal of Creation 
8(2): 204-211. Taylor was quoting from Wiseman. Wiseman, P.J., New Discoveries in Babylonia about Genesis, 
Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London, 1946; p. 86. This article is available at creation.com. 
2 Ibid. 
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the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. 7 And the LORD God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. 

What day of creation is described here? 

Various answers are given, but a close look at Genesis 1 and 2, shows that Genesis 2 describes the 
events of the sixth day. 

Genesis 2 is not a second account of creation, but a closer look at the sixth day of creation. 

An important point to keep in mind is although God’s creation was judged to all be very good, what 
God made was still in a state of infancy.  

This is why in Genesis 1, fish, birds, land creatures, and man are told to be fruitful and multiply. 
Man is told to fill the earth, subdue it, and have dominion over the other creatures. 

Verses 5 and 6 also bear testimony that God’s good creation was still in a state of infancy. It would 
change through man’s obedience to God’s command. 

Verse 4b shows us that what follows is related to God’s work of creation and specifically the sixth 
day of creation. 

Verse 4b uses an important name for God – LORD God. 

The name LORD – Yahweh or Jehovah – used over 6800x in the OT. 

The name implies self-existence and His covenant with His people, which is why it is used starting 
in chapter 2. 

Verses 5 and 6 are somewhat challenging. 

I believe there is a connection with Genesis 1:2. What is the connection? 

In Genesis 1:2, we read that after the initial creation of the heaven and the earth on day 1, that the 
earth was in need of three things. 

This is similar to what we see in verses 5-7. God’s good creation was still in need. 

As you look at verses 5-7, you can see 3 sets of paired statements. 

Verse 5 gives two statements of what had not yet taken place. 

Verse 5 also gives two reasons for this situation. 

Verse 6 indicates how God provided for the need of water. 

Verse 7 is the key verse describing how God provided for the need of man and the amazing 
formation of man from the dust of the ground. 
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On what day were plants created? It was on day 3. 

How then do we understand what verse 5 is saying? Before any plant of the field was in the 
earth and before any herb of the field had grown. 

How do these two statements agree with Genesis 1? 

The word plant in verse 5 is a word that is better translated as bush or shrub. The word is used only 
4x. 

Why were there none of these shrubs growing when plants and trees were created on the sixth day? 

First, we should consider that the terms bush and herb are joined with the word field. It is the 
shrub of the field and herb of the field.  

The word field here has the meaning of ground used for the raising of crops. 

Second, it is very possible that the focus of verse 5 is speaking of a unique location, which our 
attention is drawn to in verses 8 and 9, the Garden of Eden. 

I think the main point, however, is that in verse 5, the bush of the field and the herb of the field refer 
to plants that are designed for mankind and that will spring up after man is created.3 

There is no contradiction then with Genesis 1. Rather these verses are describing the conditions 
present before the creation of man on the sixth day. 

The vegetation of verse 5 would require man to irrigate the land in order to grow. 

Verse 5 further speaks of the lack of rain on the earth. 

This is a very interesting statement.  

The first time rain is mentioned in Genesis is found in Genesis 7:4, which describes how God was in 
seven days going to cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights. 

Some suggest that there was then no rain on the earth until the flood. Creation Ministries 
International suggest that this may not be a good argument to use. What we can say that at the time 
of Adam’s creation, there was certainly no rain.4 

We have to keep in mind that although creation was very good, the earth would mature and change 
over time. 

Verse 6 then shows that in this situation, God still did provide for His creation. 

Our versions read, a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the land. 
                                                
3 Michael J. Kruger, “An Understanding of Genesis 2:5,” Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, vol. 11. no. 1, 
1997. This article is available at creation.com. 
4 http://creation.com/arguments-we-think-creationists-should-not-use 
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This word mist is used only one other time in Scripture, in Job 36:27. 

Some newer translations suggest the word spring. One lexicon says the word means a subterranean 
stream of fresh water. 

There then was freshwater for plants to grow, but there was still the great need for man who could 
irrigate the ground and allow for other plants to grow. 

Let’s give attention again to verse 7. 

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being. 

This verse is the start of the main account in Genesis 2 beginning with v. 4b. 

What a beautiful, simple, and yet powerful description of how God created the first man. 

The word man is the Hebrew word adam, which later becomes the name for Adam. 

The word ground is the word adamah. So you can see there is a play on words. 

What we clearly see in verse 7 is that man was not made through evolution from some other 
creature. 

This is why I think any compromise with evolutionary thought is so dangerous. Where does it end? 

We are witnessing today, sadly, many theologians and experts now not even believing in a literal 
Adam. Adam is just a metaphor. Is Jesus just a metaphor? 

Man is formed, dust from the ground, but  man is not just a collection of materials found in the 
earth.  

The LORD God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. 

One commentator notes: 

breathed is warmly personal, with the face-to-face intimacy of a kiss and the significance that this 
was an act of giving as well as making… Even at our making, then, the pattern ‘God so loved … 
that he gave …’ is already visible.5 

The expression “the breath of life” is important in understanding how we are different from the 
animals. 

With the animals we are living beings. 

                                                
5 Tyndale Commentary, 65. 
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Distinct from the animals we are made in God’s image and likeness and that we have received the 
breath of God. 

What a beautiful testimony then we have to God’s power that I believe is also a powerful argument 
to use in the face of unbelief. 

Evolutionists have zero explanation for the origin of life, human consciousness, and the incredible 
intelligence given to men and women. 

Verse 7 also has a very important connection with the message of the gospel as Paul shows in 1 Cor. 
15. 

1Cor. 15:45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit. 

 

3. GOD PLANTED THE BEAUTIFUL GARDEN OF EDEN, VV. 8-9 

Gen. 2:8  The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man 
whom He had formed.  9 And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

The word Eden means “paradise or delight.”6  

Eden we see from verse 8 was a larger region. The garden that God planted was toward the eastern 
part of Eden. 

What does verse 8 say about when Adam was created in relationship to the Garden of Eden? 

Adam was created before and then placed in the garden. 

The text does not directly state this, but it is possible that Adam watched the work of God. 

The LORD God made a part of His good creation even more beautiful. This was to be man’s duty 
following God’s example. 

Later we read of Noah planting a vineyard (9:20) and of Abraham who planted a tamarisk tree in 
Beersheba (21:33). 

Verse 9 shows that the garden God planted was incredibly beautiful. 

We can only assume that this was probably the most beautiful place on earth based on the 
description here and in the following verses. 

                                                
6 KM Hebrew Dictionary. 
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Verse 9 highlights that what God created was beautiful – pleasant to the sight – and that the fruit of 
the trees was delicious. 

What do you notice about the description in verse 9? It is part of the same description found in 
Genesis 3 as Eve considered eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

We observe from verse 9 that God placed two trees in the midst or the middle of the garden – the 
tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

We will comment on this later in Genesis 3, but I think we observe that God gives so many good 
gifts and yet in our sin we forget all that we have been given and pursue that which is forbidden. 

Part of the antidote is to consider how good God has been to you and give him thanks. 
Thanksgiving is one of the ways to fight against sin and temptation. 

 

4. GOD CREATED A RICH AND BEAUTIFUL WORLD, VV. 10-14 

Gen. 2:10  Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and 
became four riverheads.  11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole 
land of Havilah, where there is gold.  12 And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the 
onyx stone are there.  13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around 
the whole land of Cush.  14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes 
toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 

I have stated before how the early chapters of Genesis establish a foundation for key themes found 
throughout Scripture. 

Here in these verses we find some key words or themes with the mention of gold, onyx stones, and 
the four rivers mentioned in these verses. 

The beautiful Garden of Eden is what we can call the first sanctuary. At the end of Genesis 3, 
cherubim were place to guard the eastern entrance of the Garden. 

Cherubim would play a similar role as angelic guardians in the tabernacle and temple. 

Other garden-like imagery was found in the tabernacle and temple. 

Gold and onyx stones were also important materials used in the garments of the priest and in the 
tabernacle and temple. 

What else do we see in verses 10-14? 

First, they indicate that the Garden of Eden was not some mythical place. We cannot identify its 
precise location, but the details here point to the fact it was a real, geographical place. 
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The ESVSB based on the evidence of these verses suggests that Eden was located either near 
the Persian Gulf or not far from Mt. Ararat, in what today would be the country of Turkey. 

Second, these verses show that Adam and Eve and their children were not to spend their entire lives 
in the garden. The command of Gen. 1:28 is to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. 

There was gold to discover and other precious items. 

Further we can add that these verses show that Adam and his children were not primitive people, 
pseudo-cave men. One of the earliest records we have in Scripture shows the importance of finding 
and mining gold and other precious items. These are the actions of intelligent and sophisticated 
people. 

Finally, these verses show that God does give good gifts. 

Men and women thousands of years ago enjoyed a world filled with God’s gifts just as we do 
today. 

Consider and give thanks for God’s grace and His many gifts to you. 

CONCLUSION: 

The tree of life is again mentioned at the end of Genesis 3 

 The Tree of Life was a picture of the salvation that Adam and Eve enjoyed in the paradise that 
God had created for them, the Garden of Eden.  

Revelation borrows heavily from imagery in the OT and Genesis in particular in showing the 
restoration that Christ brings.  

The Tree of Life is Jesus Christ himself and the salvation that He gives to those who love and follow 
Him. The ultimate consummation of this will certainly be in Heaven, but eternal life is also a 
present reality.  

As we serve and follow Christ with all our hearts, He feeds us with the Tree of Life, with Himself.  

It is only as we truly are focused on serving Christ that we realize the precious nature of our 
salvation.  

In Christ, therefore we have full redemption, including the restoration of being able to eat from this 
precious tree. And it is those who are willing to engage in the battle for Christ and suffer as He did 
that know the full joy of Christ and who taste in the sweetness of the food that He gives – Himself. 

Let us be reminded that the blessing is given to those who are the overcomers. John used the verb 
overcome at least 16 times in his writings. It is one of his favorite expressions and also a summons to 
battle and a life of faith, hope, and love. The call to the church is to gird for continued action, to 
stand, fight, love, and even hate as God requires. 
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In the Lord’s Supper we are also reminded that what you most need can never be found through 
your own efforts, your own obedience. 

Let us come to the Table with thankfulness and a full realization of our need for the salvation found 
in the great work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

Prayer 

Hymn 364 

 

BENEDICTION – HEBREWS 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us,  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.  For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls. 

 


