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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 18 
 
 
Introduction: 

     We have come up through the first 3 1/2 years. Keep in mind, the events in chapter seven do not 
occur after chapter six, but they are occurring during chapter six. Chapter seven is a parenthetical 
that answers the question at the end of chapter six. For the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand? 

     How anyone can read and study chapter number seven and deny God's Sovereign purpose of 
election is beyond me. The question is often asked by many, "will anyone be saved after the 
rapture?" This chapter clearly indicates that a great multitude of both Jews and Gentiles will trust in 
the LORD Jesus Christ even after the Church has been translated. Though the children of God living 
on this earth at the time of the rapture will all be translated when Christ comes for His Church, but 
immediately God will begin to raise up new converts among both the Jews and the Gentiles. Though 
this group is never described by using the term "church," they are constantly called Saints, and they 
are sanctified, set apart for the use of a Sovereign God saved through the sacrifice of Christ the 
Lamb of God.  

     God's Sovereign election has purposed 144,000 Jews to be saved for the use in the service of the 
LORD for the spreading of the gospel. God clearly knows what's going on here because He is clearly 
in charge. Not only of the salvation of men but in the judgment upon this earth during this period.   

Revelation 7:1-17 

1  And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 

2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with 
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads. 

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 
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6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell 
before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

     Regardless if you see it or not, the Sovereignty of God is displayed throughout this entire chapter. 
First there is the magnificent revelation of Almighty God's absolute control over all the factors of 
time and space.  

Revelation 7:1 

1  And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 

     Verses one through three represent a stillness that will descend on the human affairs of man 
during this period. The world's leaders will no doubt pride themselves in thinking that it was their  
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leadership and diplomacy that has brought about this brief period of tranquility and peace. This 
sudden peace however will be absolutely controlled by God. As John Phillips states "it is in reality, 
just a lull between the storms." Man has consistently ignored the Biblical truth that the God of 
Heaven rules over the affairs of man. So man will even try to take credit for this sudden peace as he 
wants to take credit for everything else God has graced him with.  

     This short sudden stillness is but a brief period so that the 144,000 can be sealed. This seal is the 
mark of ownership and protection so that God's Sovereign purpose of saving grace can be 
demonstrated upon the rest of those that He has Sovereignly chosen.  

Revelation 7:2-3 

2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with 
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads. 

     The Seal of the Living God; The word "seal" here refers to a signet ring used to press its image 
into wax melted on a document. The resulting imprint implied authenticity along with ownership 
but it also carries with it protection of the contents.  

     Revelation 9:4 "And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, 
neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their 
foreheads." 

Ezekiel 9:3-4 

3 And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold 
of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side;  

3 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set 
a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in 
the midst thereof.  

     This mark, the seal of the Living God shows protection and in this prophetic sense this seal, this 
mark is the name of the God as seen from Revelation 14:1; "And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the 
mount Sion, and with him an hundred and forty and four thousand, having His Father's name written 
in their foreheads." 

Revelation 7:4 

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

     Here we have 144,000 from the nation of Israel saved. The massive missionary corps of the 
redeemed Jews during the first 3 1/2 years who are instrumental in the salvation of many more  
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Jews and even Gentiles during the tribulation. At this point, finally Israel will be the witness nation 
that she refused to be in the Old Testament. 

Romans 11:25-29 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your 
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the father's sakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

     They are beloved in the matter concerning God's purpose of election. Paul tells us in verse 27 
that their calling is without repentance, which means God will not turn away nor change His mind 
concerning the salvation of His elect of Israel. By His Sovereign election, God will seal 12,000 from 
each of the 12 tribes, promising His Sovereign protection until their mission is accomplished.  Not 
more one and not one less, now let us read the account of those Jewish missionaries that are sealed.  

Revelation 7:5-8 

5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 

6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 

     Notice this is a different list from the usual listing of the 12 tribes in the Old Testament.  This list 
is symbolic of God's loyal and faithful followers. Judah is listed first because Judah is both the tribe 
of king David and the LORD Jesus Christ. The tribe of Levi is listed here as among those that are 
sealed for the service of the LORD, yet Levi had no tribal allotment because the Levites work for 
God in the temple and from this group comes the priest.  

     The disloyal tribe of Dan is not mentioned here because it was well known for its rebellion, 
disobedience and idolatry, traits unacceptable for God's faithful service. Yet God does not turn away 
from Dan, the tribe is allotted a portion of land inheritance during the Millennial Kingdom. We also 
see Joseph listed here, yet Joseph inheritance was divided between his two sons, Manasseh and  
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Ephraim, here among the witnesses they are called Joseph and Manasseh because of Ephraim's 
rebellion. 

     We will stop here tonight and come back next week and speak on this second group as part of the 
answer to the question the closes out chapter six. “For the great day of His wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” 

  

 


