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Introduction 

1. Revelation 17:1–19:4 forms the heart of the John’s message to the churches (1:4). 

a. The beasts are governments of men in the world (17:8–13; Dan. 7:1–8). 

b. The whore of Babylon is the satanic philosophy that rides (informs and controls) the beast 

system (17:7). 

c. The message of this section elaborates on 16:14ff. 

d. The message of this section is that God is going to judge and destroy the whore system 

(17:16, 17). 

2. The outline of this section  

a. Chapter 17 describes the mystery of the whore, identifying her and describing her 

relationship to the beast on which she rides.  

b. Chapter 18 describes the fall of the great city, the reason for its destruction, and the 

lament over it. 

c. Chapter 19:1–4 celebrates God and His great victory over the whore who corrupted the 

earth. 

3. We are going to look with some depth into the pagan and worldly philosophy that is 

described as the Babylonian whore and how her end will come swiftly and decisively. 

“Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues.”  

I. The Announcement  

1. The glorious angel (v. 1)  

a. “After these things” refers to the order of the visions, not the chronology of the events. 

b. This angel is Christ Himself judging the whore. 

1) He has great authority (Matt. 28:18). 

2) His glory lights up the whole earth (Ezek. 43:2). 

c. The destruction of Babylon prepares the way for the New Heavens and New Earth 

(21:10ff., Ezek. 40–48). 

2. The declaration of the desolation of the city (v. 2) 

a. Expounds on its previous announcement (14:8)  

b. Declares the certainty of the judgment using the past tense  

c. Reveals the greater power and glory of the Angel who is declaring, demonstrating the 

superiority of the Judge over the ones controlling the city—Satan and his minions  

3. The cause of the judgment is revealed (vv. 2, 3).   

a. The guiding force of the city has been fallen super-natural powers—evil demonic entities. 



b. These entities have caused the nations to lust enviously after the whore’s privilege, 

power, and prosperity. Their lust is about to backfire in a horrific manner.  

4. The model for this is Old-Covenant Israel summarized in Jude.   

a. The necessary warning to the church (vv. 3, 4)  

b. The problem pictured in Israel’s past (vv. 5–7)  

c. The caution concerning the present danger (vv. 8–13)  

d. The ancient solution not yet realized (vv. 14–16)  

e. The call to perseverance (vv. 17–23)  

II. The Exhortation  

1. The people of God are exhorted to separate and not cooperate with this vile system (v. 4).  

a. Note another proof that the Angel of v. 1 is Christ in that he calls them “my people.” 

b. This exhortation is also patterned after OT prophets, showing repetition of similar cycles 

(Jer. 51:45; Isa. 48:20; 52:11). 

2. The purpose of the exhortation—escaping the anger of the Lord  

a. Here is an echo of God’s mercy on Lot.  

b. This does not mean that the saints are to go into isolation. Saints are to shine the light of 

the gospel in the midst of the coming chaos. In the meantime, we are vigilantly to identify 

and flee from the culture of Babylon.  

3. Babylon is to be punished because her vile sins have filled the cup of the Lord’s indignation 

(Jer. 51:9).  

a. Her judgment is identified as the vengeance of God (God’s payback) for what sin has 

taken from His world and His glory (Psa. 137:8). 

b. Double punishment seems to contradict God’s just standards, but the Greek reflects the 

Hebrew call for evenness of justice (Isa. 40:2; Jer. 16:18).  

4. The pride and self-sufficiency of her station are the weakness, not strength, of her position. 

Her boastful arrogance will be her undoing (Prov. 16:18).  

Application  

1. Note 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 and 1 John 2:15–25.  

2. Is obedience to these clear biblical directives too difficult? 

3. Then, perhaps, we should observe Paul’s advice to the Corinthians: 

“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 

realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are reprobate!” 

(2 Cor. 13:5). 


