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John 15:7-9, 12   
7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you.  

8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.  

9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you: continue ye in my love.  

 
12  This is my commandment, That ye love 

one another, as I have loved you.  
 
We have learned that happy Christians tend to 
produce more happy Christians and unhappy 
Christians tend to produce more unhappy 
Christians. 
 
In the first Gentile Churches there were a lot of 
unhappy Christians. 
 
In Corinth, for example, Paul said to them:  
1Corinthians 3:3  For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas there is among you envying, and 
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and 
walk as men?  
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James, writing to mostly Jewish Christians 
warned them of the same things:  
James 3:14-16   
14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in 
your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the 
truth.  
15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  
16  For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work.  
 
Most of the problems that make for unhappy 
Christians can be traced back to a root cause. 
 
We often simply call it sin and say “Don’t do 
that” but it is really more complex. 
 
What have we learned about being and staying 
full of joy? 
 
We know we must abide in Christ. 
We know that we must bear fruit; we must 
reach lost souls. 
We know that we must continue in His love. 
 
Fellowship with God is guarding our heart and 
our walk and confessing our sin when we 
fail…AS we participate together with God and 
‘us’, God’s people, in what God is doing. 
 
Were we to trace our unhappiness back to a 
root cause; I believe that in most cases it can 
be traced to something as simple as a wrong 
motive. 
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How important is our motivation for what we 
do? 
 
Look at what Paul, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, said about his motive: (read 
‘charity’ as love)  
1Corinthians 13:1-3   
1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and 
of angels, and have not charity, I am become 
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  
2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing.  
3  And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing.  
 
Do you think that Christian who is just a bunch of 
noise, whose life is a big zero and who has no 
rewards coming…might be a little short on joy? 

 
I think you are beginning to see how very 
important our motives really are! 
 
You see, all the feel good, positive, uplifting 
encouragement and atta-boy, you can do it 
preaching in the world will not keep your joy 
alive if you are not bearing fruit for our Father’s 
glory; because you love Him! 
 
Every morning when you get up you ought to 
be thinking about and preparing yourself for 
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those opportunities the Lord will be bringing 
into your life to plant gospel seeds and water 
and till and maybe even reap…all because of 
genuine love for the Lord. 
I really do want to see you feel good and 
uplifted and positive and encouraged and 
genuinely happy! That’s why I keep telling you 
that you can do it; you’ve just got to step up to 
the challenge. 
 
The first step of which is to get our motives 
right! 
 
Why do I live? I live to love the Lord and bear 
fruit for His glory! 
 
Why do we love Lighthouse? We live to love 
the Lord and bear fruit for His glory! 
 
About 14 years ago when the Lord tore this 
Church down to just a tiny handful and began 
to rebuild it; we had to decide what kind of 
Church we were going to be. 
 
Baptist is what we are; but what kind of 
Baptist? 
 
There are those on the far right who are known 
for being legalistic, very dogmatic, and strict on 
their members’ behavior.  These are almost 
always in error on some major doctrinal 
practice. Often they take great pride in staying 
very small. 
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There are also those on the far left who often 
drop the name Baptist. They are all about 
community and what they have to offer and 
what you can have, do and get if you go there. 
Doctrine is almost never very important; often 
foregoing actual Church membership. They are 
primarily marketing based and success is 
measured by filling it up. 
 
There are those who do not fit in either group. 
There is a type of Church that is so rare I don’t 
think anyone has a name for it. 
 
They are very strict on Bible doctrine; they 
want nothing taught that is not exactly correct 
according to the Scriptures. 
 
Even fewer are those who are careful to call 
sin, sin; yet are not so strict in governing the 
lives of their members. They believe that job 
belongs to the Holy Spirit, not them. Only in 
extremes will the Church step in. 
 
This kind of Church is all about Jesus and thus 
they are all about bearing fruit because that is 
what Jesus is all about. 
 
This is a fair description of Lighthouse Baptist 
Church. 
 
We have come to offer many ministry 
opportunities; but not just for what you can 
have, do or get.  They must all contribute to the 
reaching of souls; if not, they don’t belong. 
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Here at Lighthouse, we love Jesus; thus it is all 
about the fruit.  Want to say it together one 
more time? 
 
“We live to love the Lord and bear fruit for His 
glory!” 
 
I asked the Lord, “What can I say that will 
motivate us to go out and eat, sleep and 
breathe; utterly live for winning lost people?” 
 
Here is what He gave me; He said: 
 
I. Consider the value of just one sheep.  
 
A. As we read this, consider that there was a 
time that, that one sheep was you! 
 
1. Luke 15:1-5   
1  Then drew near unto him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear him.  
2  And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, 
saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them.  
3  And he spake this parable unto them, 
saying,  
4  What man of you, having a hundred sheep, 
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost, until he find it?  
5  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing.  
 
2. Ladies and gentlemen, we are on a sheep 
hunt! 
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3. This is why Jesus left heaven and this is why 
we exist as a Church! 
 
4. Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.  
 
5. As long as there is one out there who is 
willing to place their trust in Jesus, we still have 
a job to do. 
 
B. The value of just one sheep affects all that 
we do here at Lighthouse. 
 
1. Lots of preachers are willing to preach to the 
multitudes; ‘if’ the crowd is large enough to 
make it worth their while. It’s a lot of work, after 
all, to pray and write and prepare. 
 
2. We do things differently here at Lighthouse. 
 
3. What do you do after hours when you get off 
work?  
 
4. I spend much of my ‘after hours’ teaching 
Bible classes; many of you got saved during 
my ‘after hours’ activities. 
 
5. Fairly often I will drive across Houston every 
week for months to teach someone I met on a 
plane or at a car lot who is probably never 
going to come to LBC. 
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6. Second only to the preparation of preaching 
the Word to you, I build everything in my life 
around this all important task. 
 
7. Why would I do that? It’s simple; I 
understand the value of just one sheep. 
 
8. Jesus said:  
John 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  
 
9. I know that if there was just one sheep that 
could be saved…Jesus would have still died 
for him and He would have still sent us to find 
him! 
 
II. Consider the joy of bearing fruit. There is 
nothing that creates more joy than the fruit of 
finding a lost sheep. 
 
A. First there is the joy of the newly found 
sheep. 
 
1. Do you remember the joy, the utter sweet 
peace that came when you first realized that 
you were no longer on your way to hell? 
 
2. Do you remember waking up the next day 
and the next and the next realizing that what 
seemed too good to be true; this time really is 
true! 
 
3. Have you experienced the joy of having your 
faith confirmed as you sit under the Word of 
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God and the Shepherd Himself speaks to your 
heart? 
 
4. Knowing you are on your way to heaven 
creates a lot of joy! 
 
B. Then there is the joy of the undershepherd; 
the one who actually brings that lost sheep to 
Jesus. 
 
1. Luke 15:5  And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  
 
2. When you sit across a table from someone 
Jesus has already given you a love for and you 
watch the light come on as they come to 
understand the gospel; when that moment 
comes and they place their trust in Jesus, the 
joy is indescribable. 
 
3. What could be more satisfying than to know 
that God used you to bring a lost sheep to 
Jesus. 
 
Oh, but it doesn’t stop there: 
 
C. Then there is the shared joy with others who 
know the value of just one sheep. 
 
1. Luke 15:5-6   
5  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing.  
6  And when he cometh home, he calleth 
together his friends and neighbors, saying unto 
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them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my 
sheep which was lost.  
 
2. This is that amazing celebration of joy when 
we introduce new believers to the Church 
during baptism. 
 
Oh, but it doesn’t stop there! 
 
D. There is joy created in heaven every time a 
lost sheep is found. 
 
1. Luke 15:7  I say unto you, that likewise joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance. 
 
2. Luke 15:10  Likewise, I say unto you, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth.  
 
3. Do you realize that we have the power to 
affect conditions in heaven itself! 
 
4. When one sinner changes his mind about 
what he is depending on; about what he is 
trusting in and places his trust totally and 
completely in Jesus; heaven rejoices! 
 
5. Romans 3:26 tells us that God declares the 
person righteous who places their trust in 
Jesus:  To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  
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6. I can just imagine it; the declaration goes out 
from God’s throne, Willie Gutierrez just trusted 
Jesus…and untold millions explode in 
applause and joy just like here when a new 
believer gets baptized.  
 
7. I wonder if my mom and dad are up there 
saying, “Yep, that was my boy that found that 
one.” 
 
Oh, but that’s not all… 
 
E. There is that most important joy of all. 
 
1. Luke 15:10  Likewise, I say unto you, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth.  
 
2. Who does the Bible say the angels behold 
the face of? 
 
3. That’s right, The Lord Himself. 
 
4. Hebrews 12:1-2  
1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us,  
2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
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Are you motivated yet? Next: 
 
III. Consider the rewards for the servant. 
 
A. There are many different rewards for many 
things. 
 
 
 
1. There is that crown of rejoicing we just 
learned about. 
1Thessalonians 2:19  For what is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming?  
 
2. There is a crown of righteousness.  
2Timothy 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.  
 
3. There is the crown of life.  
James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him.  
 
4. For elders who serve well there is a crown of 
glory.  
1Peter 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.  
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5. There is one eternal reward that seems to 
be even greater that the crowns:  
Daniel 12:3  And they that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever.  
 
B. There is treasure in heaven for those who 
bear fruit; there is treasure here as well. 
 
1. 1Timothy 5:18  For the Scripture saith, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, The laborer is worthy of his 
reward.  
 
2. Some think serving the Lord does not pay all 
that well; you could not be more wrong! 
 
3. Our rewards are many: 
 Joy, 
 Satisfaction, 

Fellowship with God and other 
believers, 
Friends; real ones, 
Eternal rewards beyond description; 

 
4. And these promises and many others like 
them:  
 

a. John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.  
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b. Philippians 4:19  But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  
 
c. 1John 3:22  And whatsoever we ask, 
we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight.  
 

5. I win souls and I live very well. There are 
many factors involved, but if you think those 
two things are not connected, you are just not 
paying attention. 
 
In Conclusion:  
 
Are you motivated yet? 
 
Walking in fellowship with the Lord is 
guarding our heart and guarding our walk 
and confessing our sins when we fail…AS 
we participate in what God is doing! 
 
If we are not bringing glory to the Lord in 
the Church as we are commanded;  
 
If we are not doing what it takes to bear the 
fruit of new believers for God’s glory;  
 
We are not continuing in fellowship with the 
Lord. 
 
I can teach you how to become more 
involved in winning souls; it’s what we live 
for. 
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But you must love the Lord enough to step 
up and learn it. 
 
Lighthouse, this is why we are here.  We 
may never be famous in this world; but we 
are already famous in heaven! 


