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Numbers 16 “The Peril of the Egalitarian Heresy: Grumblings, Part 4” Dec 22, 2013 

 

I’ve suggested that there is a chiastic pattern to the grumblings in Numbers (Stubbs). 

A The first complaint is “misfortunes – and the LORD sends fire (11:1-3) 

B The second complaint is food – and the LORD gives food (and a plague) (11:4-34) 

C The third complaint is leadership – and the LORD sends leprosy (ch 12) 

D The central complaint is their refusal to enter the promised land –  

and the LORD makes them wander in the desert for 40 years! (ch 14) 

C’ The fifth complaint parallels the third – leadership –  

and the LORD sends earthquake and plague (ch 16-17) 

 

So the seven complaints are structured in a chiastic fashion – 

 with the worst – and most important – complaint right in the middle! 

 

If you compare the third and the fifth rebellions,  

 you can see that both complain about leadership. 

 

 In Numbers 12 – it is a complaint about Moses as prophet 

 In Numbers 16 – it is a complaint about Aaron as priest 

 

But it’s not only grumbling about leadership, 

it is also, grumbling by leadership. 

In Numbers 12, it was Miriam and Aaron grumbling against Moses. 

 Now, you might say that Aaron gets his own comeuppance  

  as other leaders now grumble against him and Moses! 

 

1. “All in the Congregation Are Holy”: The Rebellion of Korah (16:1-40) 

a. Choosing Sides (v1-11) 

i. Korah to Moses and Aaron: Why Do You Exalt Yourselves? (v1-3) 

Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the sons of 

Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 
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And they rose up before Moses, with 

a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-

known men. 
3 

They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to 

them, “You have gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the 

LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 

 

“You have gone too far!” could be translated “You have too much!” 

 You are too great. 

 There is too much for you. 

 

We just saw last week that God declared that all Israel was holy –  

 that all Israel was to wear the tassels on their garments 

  exhibiting their status as a royal priesthood. 
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Now, Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On – together with 250 chiefs of the congregation – 

 come to assert their status and privilege. 

 

If everyone is holy – then why do Moses and Aaron exalt themselves  

“above the assembly of the LORD”? 

 

I’ve referred to this as the “egalitarian heresy” – 

 but it’s worth pointing out that Korah and his friends are probably not real egalitarians! 

  I sincerely doubt that they are proposing true democracy. 

  They do not advocate for women’s rights – or slaves’ rights. 

  It appears that their egalitarianism consists of the equal rights of all tribal leaders! 

 

 They do not want Moses and Aaron making the decisions – 

  they want their council of 250 chiefs to make all the decisions! 

 

But the premise of their argument is what I’m calling the egalitarian heresy – 

 namely, that because the whole assembly is holy, 

  therefore, there is no place for special office. 

They probably did not want to push to the logical conclusions of their premises, 

 but if Korah and his friends had seized power, 

  then two weeks later, the next tier of leadership  

could have made the same argument against them –  

and two weeks later, the next – and the next –  

until a pure democracy was instituted. 

 

The fundamental flaw in Korah’s argument  

is his assertion that Moses and Aaron are “exalting themselves.” 

 

Moses replies directly to this in verses 4-7: 

ii. Moses to Korah: the LORD Will Show Who Is Holy (v4-7) 
4 

When Moses heard it, he fell on his face, 
5 

and he said to Korah and all his company, “In the 

morning the LORD will show who is his,
[a]

 and who is holy, and will bring him near to him. The 

one whom he chooses he will bring near to him. 
6 

Do this: take censers, Korah and all his 

company; 
7 

put fire in them and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, and the man 

whom the LORD chooses shall be the holy one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!”  

 

Moses replies with the same phrase that Korah had used – 

 “You have gone too far!”  

 You are the ones who have too much. 

 

I want you to think about what Moses says here. 

 Moses understands that he is not exalting himself. 

 His position depends upon God. 
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 And if God does not vindicate him, then he is not sent by God! 

 We have no reason to believe that Moses has inquired of the LORD – 

  we have no reason to believe that the LORD has told Moses, 

   “here’s how to solve this.” 

 Moses simply says,  

  “The LORD will show who is his, 

   and who is holy.” 

 

Moses points out that Korah and his company have missed the point of chapter 15. 

 The tassels on their garments do not demonstrate that Israel is holy. 

 The tassels on their garments are to remind Israel to be holy!  

 “So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God.” (15:40) 

  

If you are in rebellion against God, then you are not holy,  

 no matter how many tassels you wear!! 

 

Immediately we are challenged with a question for us today: 

 what does it mean to be holy? 

 

You’ve heard me say that if you are in Christ, 

 then you are holy! 

You have been definitively sanctified in Christ – 

 and (in one sense) you could not possibly be any holier than you are in him. 

 

And yet, there is a still a sense in which God calls us to be holy, I am holy. 

 Or, as Hebrews speaks of the “holiness without which no one will see God.” 

 

After all, sanctification/holiness has to do with being set apart – 

 consecrated for the task/purpose of being God’s people. 

 

In the first sense, Korah is right: 

 all God’s people are holy – set apart to be his own; 

 but that does not mean that all God’s people are being holy. 

 

Think about the way that Hebrews 10 puts it: 

 “For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 

  there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  

  but a fearful expectation of judgment,  

and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 

 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy  

on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

 How much worse punishment, do you think,  

will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God,  
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and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified,  

and has outraged the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 10:26-29) 

 

The apostate – the one who rebels against Christ – 

 has profaned the blood of the covenant “by which he was sanctified.” 

Hebrews here grants part of Korah’s argument. 

 Yes, it is true that all of the assembly – all those who belong to God’s people – 

  are “sanctified” by the blood of the covenant. 

 They are a part of the holy people of God. 

And so if you abandon the faith – 

 then you are profaning the blood of the covenant by which you were sanctified. 

 

But the fact that all of God’s people are holy – a royal priesthood (Ex 19) – 

 does not mean that there is no place for special office in the church. 

 

And that is Moses’ next point: 

iii. Moses to Korah: Are You Dissatisfied with Your Ministry? (v8-11) 
8 

And Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 
9 

is it too small a thing for you that the 

God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to 

do service in the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand before the congregation to minister to 

them, 
10 

and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with you? 

And would you seek the priesthood also? 
11 

Therefore it is against the LORD that you and all your 

company have gathered together. What is Aaron that you grumble against him?” 

 

In verses 8-11, Moses reminds the Levites of their own special office. 

 God had sanctified the Levites and brought them near to himself – literally. 

 The Levites camped around the Tabernacle, 

  and they ministered to the priests – and to all the people of Israel. 

 

 Of course, they may very well have replied – 

  “Oh, sure! We have a “special” job – 

   we have to carry the tabernacle around the desert – 

    along with our own things! 

   We have all the grunt work,  

    while Aaron and his sons get the cushy jobs! 

   Don’t try to fool us with your fancy rhetoric! 

   One Spirit – many gifts – sure! 

   You get all the good ones, 

    and we’re stuck lugging this stuff through the desert!” 

 

Korah and his followers have lost sight of what is happening. 

 The church is not a merely human institution. 

 Leadership in the church is not to be conducted according to mere human standards. 



 

 5 

 The LORD sets the standards. 

 The LORD chooses his leaders. 

  

Now, I want to be very clear about one thing. 

 When I say that the LORD chooses his leaders, 

  I am not suggesting that you should look at me (or the elders) 

in the same way that Israel was supposed to look at Moses and Aaron. 

 God did not appear to me at Sinai and say “Go, set my people free.” 

  The NT is abundantly clear that Jesus is the prophet greater than Moses. 

  And Hebrews says bluntly that Jesus is the high priest of the order of Melchizedek  

   who replaces the Aaronic priesthood. 

 

Who is the leader who has been vindicated by God’s fiery verdict? 

 I hope that none of you will confuse me with Jesus! 

 

So who am I? And what are the elders and deacons? 

 We are Korah, Dathan, and Abiram! 

 We are the chieftains and elders who were selected in the ordinary way. 

 Will we lead our people to follow our great Prophet, Priest, and King Jesus? 

 Or will we lead our people in rebellion? 

 

b. The Positions Harden (v12-19) 

i. Dathan and Abiram to Moses: You Have Failed (v12-14) 
12 

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, “We will not come 

up. 
13 

Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to 

kill us in the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince over us? 
14 

Moreover, you 

have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields 

and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up.”  

 

Dathan and Abiram have lost hope. 

 Indeed, they now believe that Moses has failed. 

  Listen to how they describe Egypt: 

   “You have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey” 

 Moses, you promised us fields and vineyards – 

  you have not delivered on your promises – 

   we will not pay attention to you anymore! 

  

The phrase “will you put out the eyes of these men” seems to be similar to our English phrase, 

 “pull the wool over the eyes” or “hoodwink.” 

It’s an accusation of deception. 

 They are accusing Moses of “hoodwinking” Israel – of deceiving God’s people 

  and leading them out into the wilderness to die. 
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When the elders of the church refuse to heed the LORD’s anointed, 

 they imperil the whole flock. 

 

Peter tells us that God “has caused us to be born again to a living hope  

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  

to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,  

kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith  

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

 

Jesus promises you an inheritance – you have been born again to this living hope – 

 and yet, at times, it is far easier to see the rocky, barren desert. 

You are thirsty – and the trials and tribulations that you face, 

 not to mention the unfair and unjust things that happen to others, 

  make you wonder: 

 Is King Jesus really in charge? 

 Will we ever receive the promised inheritance? 

 

Sometimes we want to say to Jesus, 

 “you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey,  

nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards…” 

 The gates of hell are winning – and the church of Jesus Christ is losing. 

 Has Jesus “pulled the wool over our eyes”? 

 

I want you to think about what our fathers in the middle east went through 1300 years ago – 

 when the Muslims invaded the Christian lands of Egypt and Syria and beyond. 

And over the subsequent centuries, the long slow oppression of the church 

 resulted in the gradual dwindling of the Christian church. 

 

It would have been easy – indeed, it was easy – to say 

 “God’s promises have failed – Jesus is never coming back – 

  why not just make the best of it and become Muslim. 

 Today that may sound preposterous, 

  but for our fathers in the middle east – 

   just like our fathers in the wilderness – 

  it was a whole lot easier to believe the testimony of their senses, 

   than to believe the promises of God. 

 

ii. Moses to the LORD: Do Not Listen to Them (v15) 
15 

And Moses was very angry and said to the LORD, “Do not respect their offering. I have not 

taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed one of them.” 

 

When Moses hears this, he becomes very angry, 

 and he asks God not to respect their offering. 
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What should we make of this? 

 After all, when Jesus was challenged, his response was to say, 

  “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!” 

  

I have heard some people say that Moses’ response is wrong and arrogant. 

 But if that were so, then why does God agree with him? 

And further, if Jesus always forgives, 

 then why does he say that at the judgment the Son of Man will tell those on his left: 

  “Depart from me, you cursed,  

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels”? (Matthew 25:41) 

 

There is a time for forgiving – 

 and there is a time for condemning. 

 

And – as we’ll see in a few minutes – those times can be very close together! 

 

iii. Moses to Korah: Be There (v16-17) 
16 

And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company, before the LORD, you and 

they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 
17 

And let every one of you take his censer and put incense on it, and 

every one of you bring before the LORD his censer, 250 censers; you also, and Aaron, each his 

censer.”  

 

In verse 17, Moses tells Korah and his company to bring their censers and offer incense. 

Why does Moses propose offering incense? 

 Think about what happened just a few months earlier,  

  when Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offered incense before the LORD. 

 Because they offered “strange fire” – unauthorized fire – 

  fire came out from the sanctuary and destroyed them. 

 Moses knows that God will not tolerate strange fire. 

  

And so Moses says to Korah and his company, 

 if you are convinced that your fire will be accepted by God, 

  then come and offer your fire to God. 

They knew what had happened to Nadab and Abihu, 

 so this is not a trap. 

They accept Moses’ proposal – 

 fully believing that they are in the right. 

 

This should cause us all to tremble. 

 Sin is deceitful. 

 Those 250 men who approached the LORD with incense 

  all believed that they were doing the LORD’s work. 
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 They disregarded the word of the LORD, and sought to displace the LORD’s anointed. 

 

It would be easy to be self-righteous about this. 

 We could say, look at the Roman Catholics –  

they add all sorts of unbiblical doctrines and practices. 

 Or look at the mainline Protestants –  

they set aside the Word of God in a vain grasp for cultural power. 

But who among us can claim innocence? 

 If we are honest with ourselves, 

  we probably would have been among the 250. 

 We probably would have agreed – Moses has gone too far – 

  all of God’s people are holy –  

  it’s not a good idea to have these two brothers ruling the whole people! 

Who’s idea was that, anyway? 

 

iv. The Glory of the LORD Appears (v18-19) 
18 

So every man took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them and stood at the 

entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 
19 

Then Korah assembled all the 

congregation against them at the entrance of the tent of meeting. And the glory of the LORD 

appeared to all the congregation. 

 

But then the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation. 

 Usually the glory of the LORD appeared only in the tent of meeting. 

 But now the glory of the LORD appears to all the congregation 

  at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 

 

God has come to answer Korah and his company. 

c. The LORD’s Response (v20-40) 

i. The LORD Threatens Destruction – but Moses and Aaron Intercede 

(v20-22) 
20 

And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 
21 

“Separate yourselves from among this 

congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” 
22 

And they fell on their faces and said, 

“O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and will you be angry with all the 

congregation?”  

 

The issue in this chapter has been separation. 

 In v9, Moses had said,  

is not enough that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation? 

 (Numbers 8:14 had used the same word to speak of the separation of the Levites 

  to their service of the tabernacle). 

But now the LORD says to Moses and Aaron – 

 “Separate yourselves from among this congregation,  

that I may consume them in a moment.” 
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And in a very real way, they do. 

 Unlike Korah and his company, Moses and Aaron are not interested  

in pursuing and defending their own power and prestige. 

 They are separate from the congregation. 

 

Moses had said that if they approached the sanctuary with incense, 

 they would see who was holy. 

And now we see who is holy! 

 As Moses and Aaron intercede for the people! 

 Will the God of the spirits of all flesh judge the whole people for one man’s sin? 

 

 And God’s answer is – 

  Yes, I will – unless they renounce it! 

 

ii. The LORD Warns Israel to Separate Themselves from the Wicked 

(v23-27) 
23 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
24 

“Say to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling 

of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.” 
25 

Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 
26 

And 

he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and 

touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their sins.” 
27 

So they got away from the 

dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the 

door of their tents, together with their wives, their sons, and their little ones.  

 

If you are following wicked and rebellious leaders, 

 then you will be judged together with them. 

When Judgment Day comes, if you are in the camp with Dathan and Abiram, 

 then you will be judged with them. 

 

Think of how Paul says this in 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 – speaking of idolatry: 

 “Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, 

  and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, 

  and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, 

   says the Lord Almighty.”  

 You cannot be a disciple of Jesus and a disciple of idols at the same time. 

 You cannot follow both Korah and Moses. 

 

iii. The Ground Swallows Korah and His People (v28-34) 
28 

And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and 

that it has not been of my own accord. 
29 

If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by 

the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has not sent me. 
30 

But if the LORD creates something new, 

and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go 
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down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.” 
31 

And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 
32 

And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the 

people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 
33 

So they and all that belonged to them went 

down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the 

assembly. 
34 

And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth 

swallow us up!”  

 

This is why I have a problem when people try to apply the rebellion of Korah 

 to people who complain about church leadership. 

No one in all of history has been able to say, 

 “if the LORD creates something new,  

and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up… 

then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.” 

 The phrase “creates something new” 

  is literally, “creates a creation” – 

   using the rare word “bara” that refers to creation from nothing in Gen 1. 

Verses 32-33 might make it sound like all of their families were destroyed with them, 

 but the census at the end of Numbers (ch 26) 

  makes it clear that some of their children survived. 

So when it says that “all the people who belonged to them went down alive into Sheol” 

 we should understand that this does not include those who refused to follow their fathers. 

 But, as is clear from verse 27, it does include their little ones. 

 

 It is a sobering reminder that just as blessing comes upon families,  

  so also does judgment. 

 

I should point out that this is one motivation for Christian adoption. 

 When you adopt a child out of unbelief, 

  you are bringing that child into the sphere of God’s blessing. 

 You cannot guarantee that the child will stay there –  

any more than you can guarantee that for your biological children! 

 

But it appears that some of Korah’s children refused to follow their father into rebellion. 

 

iv. Fire Consumes the 250 Men Offering Incense (v35) 
35 

And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the incense. 

 

Of course, on the other side,  

I can only imagine what Aaron must have been feeling that day. 

 Less than a year before, his own sons had died when they offered strange fire. 

 And now he is watching 250 men approach with their censers – 

  no doubt many of them were his cousins and friends. 
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 And when fire came out from the LORD, 

  he must have re-lived that day when his own sons died. 

 

When will people learn? 

When will we remember that God is not a figment of our own imagination? 

 You cannot just make up your own worship! 

God has said how we are to worship him. 

Only the priest may offer incense before him – 

 and even then, only in the way that God himself had said! 

If you approach him any other way, 

 then you are likely to wind up crispy! 

 

And again, Moses and Aaron point us to Christ. 

 Today, Jesus is the one who intercedes for us. 

 I am the way, the truth, and the life,  

  no one comes to the Father except through me. 

 He’s not just talking about “getting saved.” 

 He’s talking about our access to the Father! 

 

You cannot get to God – except through Jesus. 

 Incense is seen throughout the scriptures as symbolic of our prayers. 

 Your prayers cannot get to God, except through Jesus. 

   

And in verses 36-40, God tells Moses how to remind Israel of this: 

v. The LORD Commands Eleazar to Turn the Bronze Censers into a 

Covering for the Altar (v36-40) 
36 [b]

 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
37 

“Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take 

up the censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 
38 

As for the censers of these men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into 

hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the LORD, and they 

became holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the people of Israel.” 
39 

So Eleazar the priest took the 

bronze censers, which those who were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a 

covering for the altar, 
40 

to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so that no outsider, who is not 

of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become 

like Korah and his company—as the LORD said to him through Moses. 

 

The 250 bronze censers are to be taken and beaten into a covering for the altar. 

 How fitting! 

 From now on, the altar on which offerings are made to deal with sin 

will be covered by a sign of Israel’s sin! 

Every time you look at the altar of burnt offering 

 you see a reminder of God’s judgment against those who would usurp the priesthood –  

 you see a reminder that you may only approach God through his anointed priest. 
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So, the problem in Numbers 16 is not grumbling against church leadership. 

The problem in Numbers 16 is church leadership! 

 The leaders of the church are refusing to follow Christ. 

 They are refusing to deny themselves, take up their crosses, and follow Jesus! 

 

 And the warning of Numbers 16 is not, “Do not grumble against church leadership!” 

 The warning is, Do not follow church leaders unless they are following Christ! 

 

Because if you follow Korah – if you follow Dathan and Abiram – 

 then you will be swallowed up alive with them when Judgment Day comes! 

  

2. “You Have Killed the People of the LORD”: the Grumbling of the People (16:41-50) 

a. The Grumbling Starts Again (v41-42) 
41 

But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and 

against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 
42 

And when the congregation 

had assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of meeting. And 

behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.  

 

But clearly, the next day demonstrates that the people have not learned their lesson. 

 The next day all the congregation grumbles and says, 

  “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 

 

Yesterday, the earth opened and swallowed up those who grumbled against Moses. 

So today, we’re going to go and grumble against Moses. 

 

And so the LORD spoke to Moses,  

b. The LORD Threatens Destruction (v43-45) 
43 

And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, 
44 

and the LORD spoke to Moses, 

saying, 
45 

“Get away from the midst of this congregation, that I may consume them in a 

moment.” And they fell on their faces.  

 

There are those who suggest that God has an anger problem. 

 After all, he keeps threatening destruction – but rarely follows through. 

 And so some say that if we take the bible literally, 

  then we need to say that God has a violent temper. 

 

God does not have an “anger problem.” 

 He does have anger – 

  but that’s not a problem! 

 The wrath of God does burn against wickedness. 

The problem is that the congregation is wicked, 

 and so God’s anger burns against them, 
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  and he declares that if only Moses and Aaron would get out of his way, 

   then he would destroy Israel. 

 

Moses and Aaron understand this perfectly. 

 Israel deserves death for their rebellion against the LORD. 

 Israel has rejected the promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 Israel has rejected the leadership of God Almighty. 

 

And they – the priest and the prophet of the LORD – 

 are the only ones who stand in between Israel and utter destruction. 

 

[Read:] 

c. Aaron Intercedes and Makes Atonement for the People (v46-50) 
46 

And Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay 

incense on it and carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath 

has gone out from the LORD; the plague has begun.” 
47 

So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran 

into the midst of the assembly. And behold, the plague had already begun among the people. And 

he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 
48 

And he stood between the dead and 

the living, and the plague was stopped. 
49 

Now those who died in the plague were 14,700, besides 

those who died in the affair of Korah. 
50 

And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent 

of meeting, when the plague was stopped. 

 

Do you see why I insist on saying that Moses and Aaron are pointing us to Jesus? 

 When the wrath of God goes out against humanity, 

  I cannot do anything to stop it! 

 I cannot make atonement for you! 

 

I come to announce to you that the atonement has been made. 

 Jesus stood between the dead and the living, 

  and he has stopped the plague through his death on the cross. 

 

There is one way, however, that I am to imitate Moses and Aaron. 

 Do you see their humility? 

 They are not concerned for themselves – their rights and privileges. 

 They are concerned for God’s people.  

 

Aaron makes clear that the censer – the priesthood –  

is not an instrument of prestige, but of service.  

 

As Jesus will say, 

 “For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

  and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 And even so, those who would follow Jesus must give our lives for those under our care. 


