
JOHN – JESUS’ HUNGER 

Introduction 

People puzzle about Christianity. ‘What are you about?’ Sometimes Jesus’ disciples puzzled about 

him. That happened when they returned from the town of Samaria and found him speaking to a 

woman at the well.  

He gave them an explanation of sorts when he said that his ‘food’ was to do what the Father wanted 

and complete his work – his spiritual hunger, what meant most to him. That was his passion; and he 

said they did not share it – ‘food to eat that you know nothing of’.  

The human approach 

His disciples would not have done what Jesus did. Nor would others.  

People generally have little interest in others unless they have something in common. The term 

‘charity begins at home’ may be true but is often misused to mean that you only help your own 

people. It is a form of selfishness (the opposite of love), where we identify with some and only help 

them not the stranger. That attitude is contrary to the principles of the Old Testament that required 

God’s people to show special kindness to strangers because they had once been strangers in Egypt.  

The disciples saw her as ‘different’. She was a woman, and rabbis did not speak to women. She was 

Samaritan and ‘the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans’. She belonged to a different ethnic 

group and a different religion. They would not have mistreated her (in their terms) but would have 

ignored her.  

When people are involved in a large enterprise they often ignore details; and if the detail is a person 

then the person gets ignored. In war the individual is often regarded as expendable. Jesus’ disciples 

were concerned about ~God’s kingdom, and it doesn’t get bigger or more important than that. They 

felt they could safely ignore this woman – she might just be a distraction. They showed the same 

attitude when people wanted to bring children to Jesus to be blessed; they got annoyed, and he got 

displeased with them.  

It is easy to regard success as increasing your numbers. But what about the individual? It is easy to 

think in terms of grand ideas. But what about the people? Jesus is all about people; he is all about 

the individual.  

Some people think that social expectations are all-important. For that reason they do not want to be 

seen with certain others, who are not the ‘in-crowd’. But do the others not matter? 

Churches need to pay close attention to such matters, if for no other reason than they claim to be 

Jesus’ followers.  

The New Testament Epistle of James rebukes churches that give a prominent place to rich people 

just because they are rich and ignore the poor. They are the same in the sight of God.  

Some churches are made up largely of migrants from other countries or from other parts of our own 

country – Chinese churches, Afro-Caribbean churches. It is natural to want to be among our own 

people – but who are our people? If we are Christ’s then every follower of Jesus is a brother or 

sister.  

That day outside Samaria Jesus’ disciples had forgotten these things. 



Jesus’ approach 

To Jesus, cultural differences were irrelevant. Although his earthly ministry was largely confined to 

Jews he did venture elsewhere, and the reason for his attempted murder in Nazareth was that he 

reminded people of God’s kindness to strangers. Later, he told his apostles to take his gospel into ‘all 

the world’.  

Current rivalries are irrelevant to him. When people fall out they do not want other people to 

befriend their enemy (how childish!). Jesus refuses to take sides. The age-old hostility between Jew 

and Samaritan meant nothing to him. Loyalty to our own people does not require hostility towards 

others.  

He is not bound by social conventions. No self-respecting Jewish rabbi would talk to a Samaritan 

male or even a Jewish woman. But Jesus did. Conformity is not our ultimate duty – and Jesus knew 

that well – ‘the first command is … the second is like it …’ So he was going to love his fellow human 

being no matter what anyone said.  

Individuals are not a hindrance to him. On the contrary, his work has to do specifically with 

individuals. The individual is not a means to an end but the end itself. You matter! 

Jesus compared the situation he found to a harvest. It is incomparably precious. And time is of the 

essence – there is immense urgency in his work for if the individual is not saved they will perish.   

What God desires 

Jesus described his passion and motivation as completing his Father’s work. What work is that? We 

read of it in the Old Testament prophecies.  

It is gathering the outcasts. ‘The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, "Yet I will gather 

to him others besides those who are gathered to him".’ Jesus referred to that in his parables of the 

lost coin, lost sheep and prodigal son, and when he said ‘and other sheep I have which are not of this 

fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear my voice; and there will be one flock and one 

shepherd’ (John 10:16). Sin has scattered people from God and from one another; he came to save 

his people from their sins.  

It was so important to Jesus that he reconciled them to God by dying in their place. ‘He bore our sins 

in his own body on the tree’ who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having 

died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed.’  

He brings them back by teaching them and attracting them by his own Spirit.  

His passion may be measured by: his incarnation; his identification with them in baptism; his 

enduring temptation on their behalf; his ministry today from heaven.  

Today he is appealing to people to return through the people he has sent with his message. ‘We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to god’ (2 Corinthians 5:20).  

He sees it as a precious harvest, for which he has already given his life. 

What does that say to us? If we have any questions about God’s attitude to us this gives the answer. 

God has no pleasure in the death of any; on the contrary, he sent his Son into the world to bring us 

back to him. Jesus’ meat and drink was to do that. It still is. ‘Return unto me, and I will return unto 

you.’  



What does that say to his disciples? Do we share that passion? Do we have a craving for people to be 

reconciled to God? 


