
Hebrews Chapter 2B 

 

Remember as I was introducing the book of Hebrews I made the comment that the Book 

of Hebrews is the “Consumer Reports” publication of the Bible. 

 (What did I mean by that?) It is uniquely designed to show that Jesus is “better.” 

 He is better than angels, Better than Moses, he is the mediator of a better covenant 

that contains better promises, these things and many more we will discover. 

 In Chapter 1 we found that Jesus was better than Angels because He is God. 

o They are created beings; He is the creator. 

o They are servants and He is God the Son, the ultimate King who is seated at 

the right hand of the Father on the throne in glory. 

 

In Ch. 2 the author tells us that Jesus is greater than the Angels because he is Man, the 

only perfect man. 

 As the perfect man, Jesus is the image of the invisible God, He is the Second Adam, 

therefore He is greater than the angels.  

 The question that we will answer here in Ch 2 is: Why did God become a man? 

 

I don’t think there is a more important question in this life that we could answer.   

 He became like us so that we could become like him. 

 Jesus took upon himself our flesh so that He could take upon himself our sin. 

 He took on our likeness so that we could be transformed into His likeness. 

 He was made in our image so that we might be restored to His image. 

 He took upon himself a servant nature so that we might become partakers in the 

divine nature. 

 C.S. Lewis “The Son of God became a son of men so that the sons of men might 

become sons of God.”   

 

Here in Chapter 2 we will find 4 reasons WHY Jesus became a man: 

1. To regain lost creation.  5-9 

2. To redeem lost sinners.  9-13 

3. To rout the Devil.  14-15 

4. To relate to the Saints.  16-18  (We will cover the first 2 points this morning.) 

 

FIRST:   Jesus came to regain lost creation. 

In order to fully understand how Jesus regains the lost creation we have to consider the 

original dignity of man and the glory that he possessed in the Garden. 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth." 



27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them. 28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 In his original creation man bore the untarnished, undiminished image of God. 

 He was uniquely given a delegated authority from God to function as God’s vice-

regent exercising dominion over all of God’s good creation. 

o Understand this, in his original state Man held a higher position than the 

position held by angels.  

o It was Man and not angels who were created in the image of God. 

o It was man and not angels who was given dominion over God’s creation. 

 

Of course we understand from the Scripture that man FELL from his original position 

when Satan usurped the authority that God gave to man. 

 Hence he is called “The ruler of this world”  (John 12:31 & John 14:30) 

 The “Prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2) 

 The god of this world (god of this age), (2Corinthians 4:3 – 4) 

 

The First Adam lost his God given dominion over the earth BUT the Second Adam, Jesus 

Christ, put on flesh, came to the earth to regain what the First Adam Lost. 

 And we understand from the Scripture that he was successful in doing so. 

 SO,  WHY did Jesus become a man? 

 

1 John 3:8, The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 

Col 2:15  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 

triumphing over them in him. 

 In light of Christ’s victory over the Usurper we are now awaiting a future world, a 

kingdom from God that will be at minimum “Paradise Regained.” 

 The Author of Hebrews now tells us how the work of Christ restores man to his 

privileged position in a kingdom where there will be no more sorrow, no more death, 

a place where pain and suffering will be non-existent. 

 UNLIKE this present world which was turned over to fallen angels by the rebellion 

of Adam the future world will NOT be turned over to angels. 

 

Hebrews 2:5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we 

are speaking. 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has restored to man the image of God and 

WILL eventually reestablish His delegated authority. 

 

2 Timothy 2 & Revelation 20 We actually see Man “Reigning with Christ”. 

2 Timothy 2: 11  The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also 

live with him;  12  if we endure, we will also reign with him;  



 God will not give the angels Michael or Gabriel authority in the world to come. That 

is reserved for Jesus Christ, the God / Man and the Saints of God, redeemed men and 

women will reign with him. 

 Because the author is dealing with Hebrew people he reaches back to the Old 

Testament and the writings of David to prove his point.  (Psalm 8) 

 

6 It has been testified somewhere, "What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son 

of man, that you care for him? 

 IN view of the whole of God’s immense creation, the magnificent stars and planets in 

the various galaxies; when you consider the majesty of God’s stellar design “what is 

man that you are even concerned about him?”  

 Within this vast universe our solar system is but a small portion and within that solar 

system the earth is but a small planet and on this planet man is merely a speck. 

 But according to David, man is not an insignificant speck: 

7  You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with 

glory and honor, 

 For a little while, in this present world order Man has been made a little lower than 

the angels. 

o Man was created from the dust of the earth; Angels are heavenly beings. Man 

is limited in strength, angels are called Mighty ones. They have superior 

intellect, speed and stature, and YET: 

o God gave MAN and not angels dominion over his creation. 

 

Friends it is the Bible that promotes the true dignity of man. That is why we stand so 

strongly for the sanctity of life.  

 That is why we reject the theory of Evolution and cling to a literal interpretation of 

the Genesis record of creation.  

 It is because man was created in the image of God that we respect and care for our 

fellow man even when that image is distorted by sin. 

 

Hebrews 2:8  Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 

control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 

 You think you have a lot of responsibility on your job? Consider Adam. God put 

EVERYTHING in subjection under him. He had dominion over all the earth. 

 BUT: At this present time, we do not see all things in subjection to him.  WHY? 

 Because in the garden Adam bowed the knee to the deceiver and yielded his authority 

over to the Serpent. 

SO instead of seeing everything in subjection we see everything in rebellion.  

 In this fallen version of the creation insects bring sickness even death to men.  

 Some of the animals are dangerous even deadly to mankind.  Look at the fish, there 

are killer sharks, sea urchins and piranha just to name a few.  



 There are germs and viruses. And just when we think we have them under control 

they become antibiotic resistant viruses. 

 So at this present time we don’t see all things under the dominion of man. Why 

not??? Because the curse of SIN has filled the earth. 

 When Adam fell into sin God declared: 

 

Genesis 3:17 "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 

tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of 

you; 

 The sin of man corrupted the whole of creation.  

 HOW can God recover his original design? How will he restore the creation and 

deliver mankind from the ravages of sin? 

o It cannot be through an Angel. Because Sin came through a man, redemption 

must also come by a man.  That is why Jesus became a man. 

 

Romans 5: 17  For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 

much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one 

trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 

and life for all men.  

 In Verse 9 we find the restoration of creation and we discover it was a man who 

regained that dominion, It was the God man, Jesus Christ. 

 

That brings us to our second point:  WHY did Jesus become a man: 

 To regain lost creation.  5-9       

 To redeem lost sinners.  9-13 

 

Hebrews 2:9  But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by 

the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 At this present time we do not yet see everything brought back under the subjection 

of man,  BUT.   

 WE see him, we see Jesus, who for a little while (for the 33 years of his incarnation) 

was made lower than the angels. 

 NOW through the Gospel, through the record of the apostles and prophets we DO 

SEE Jesus crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death. 

 

Acts 5: 30  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 

tree. 31  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader (Prince) and Savior, to give 

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32  And we are witnesses to these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 

 



We may not see the fullness of our redemption yet BUT, Christ has been exalted:  

 Philippians 2:9 God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 

above every name,  

 1 Peter 3:22 – He has “gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.” 

 

SO, WHY did Jesus become a man? 

so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 Jesus became a man for the explicit purpose that He would die. 

 

In order for sinful men to be restored to a right relationship with God, someone has to 

satisfy God’s perfect justice. That means someone has to die. 

 BY his very nature, because of his divine character God is eternal, He has no 

beginning, He has no end and He cannot die. 

 One sinful man can’t die for the sins of another sinful man. Death comes to all men 

because all sin. 

 

This is why in the unsearchable wisdom of God, in the fullness of time Jesus Christ was 

born of a virgin, born under the law. 

 Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin so that the one to be born would be 

holy. Fully God and fully man. 

 Under the Law so that it could be clearly seen that He is holy and righteous. 

 

Listen, If Jesus were only a man then his death would be a finite death because men are 

finite. BUT since he was also eternal God his death is an infinite death, holding infinite 

value and worth. 

 

Let’s read the verse again and investigate the death of Christ more closely. 

Hebrews 2:9  But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by 

the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

First we see that the motivating force behind the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross was 

the grace of God. 

 His sacrifice was not motivated by ANYTHING in US. We were unholy and lawless 

lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive and disobedient.  

 The death of Christ was the ultimate expression of divine mercy, grace and 

benevolent love.  He was motivated by GRACE. 

 

Second I would draw your attention to that small word “FOR.” so that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for everyone. 

 “For” is the Greek  (HUPER – which means on behalf of) 

 Christ tasted death, he drank the cup of God’s wrath on behalf of OTHERS.  



 Peter reminds us that “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.” 

Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life so the wrath that He endured was that which should 

have been poured out on sinners.  (Like ME) 

 

That little word “FOR” tells us that Christ’s death was a substitutionary atonement.  It 

completely satisfied and effectively removed the righteous wrath of God from those for 

whom he died. 

 

With that in mind: I would like us to consider for WHOM Christ died. 

 At first it seems to be fairly obvious, Jesus put on flesh so that by the grace of God he 

might taste death for everyone.   (KJV – “every man”)   

My question is this: 

 Did Jesus DIE for EVERY MAN, for the whole of humanity, for every person who 

ever lived? 

 If his death was, in fact the atoning sacrifice for every man, and his death is truly 

effective in obtaining the forgiveness of sin, then it stands to reason that every man’s 

sins must be forgiven.  Then NO man would need to pay for his own sin.  

 Again IF Christ’s death actually paid for the sins of every person who ever lived 

there would be no penalty left for sin and so it follows that all people will be saved. 

o Friends, that is what we call “Universalism” and it is patently false  

 

We need to dig a little deeper into the text. 

Hebrews 2:9  so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 The Greek word that is used for “Everyone” is the word (PANTOS – it can mean 

“ALL or EVERY”) 

 If the author wanted to say, “Every man” he would say “PANTOS ANTHROPOS” 

(but that’s not what it says) 

 If he wanted to say “Everyone” – he would use the word, - όλοι,  HOLOI  - The 

whole, complete  BUT he doesn’t say that..   

 So the question remains WHO is the “ALL” is it all men OR is it all of the people in 

a specific group?    How can we know?    

 

John Murray asks that very question in his commentary:  “What provides the denotation 

of the “everyone” in the clause in question?” (His answer)  “Undoubtedly it is the 

context.” 

 

 Let’s look at the context to find out “for whom Jesus tasted death?” (who is all) 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many 

sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

 Verse 10 identifies the “Every” as Many sons who are brought to glory. 

11  For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why 

he is not ashamed to call them brothers,  



 Vs 11 identifies the “every” as the sanctified who with the sanctifier are all one. 

12  saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I 

will sing your praise." 

 IN verse 12 they are the brethren of Christ. 

13  And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Behold, I and the children God 

has given me." 

 Verse 13 identifies the “Every” as the children that God has given to Christ. 

 

So I will submit to you that “everyone” here in Vs 9 does not represent all of humanity 

but rather all of the “Sons who are brought to glory” all those who are “Sanctified” The 

“Brethren of Christ” the “Children that God gave to Him.” 

 I wholeheartedly believe that: 

The Death of Christ was offered up for a specific group of particular people. BUT we 

shouldn’t be surprised by that, it was the pattern God established in the O.T.  

 

In Leviticus 16, when the High Priest entered the Holy Place on the Day of Atonement 

He wore a breastplate representing the 12 tribes of Israel. It was on behalf of God’s 

chosen people that he poured the blood out on the mercy seat. 

 Think about it: 

 There was NO blood shed for the Hittites, no sacrifice for the Amorites or the 

Ammonites. The atoning blood was shed ONLY for the people of Israel.  

 The covering for sin was only provided for God’s chosen people. 

 By God’s sovereign design the rest of the world did not possess the revelation of His 

Word and they had no sacrifice for sin.  

 In the Gospel of Mathew Jesus clearly limits the blood of the New Covenant when he 

says it was poured out for MANY.   (Not all) 

 

Matthew 26:28,  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins.   

 IN the Gospel of John Jesus said that he laid down his life uniquely for his sheep. 

 

John 10:11, I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

John 10:15, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 

 The Apostle Paul says: 

 

Ephesians 5: 25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 

up for her, 

 Christ uniquely gave himself up for his Bride. (chosen people, royal priesthood) 

 



There are many who believe that Christ died for every human being, and that God left it 

up to MAN by his own free will to take possession of what Christ purchased on the cross.  

(His death only made salvation possible… it is up to man to obtain it) 

 BUT the Bible says apart from God’s work of regeneration man is DEAD in sin.  

 Born in iniquity, conceived in sin, helpless and incapable of saving himself. 

 Only a New Birth accomplished by a sovereign work of God can redeem man. 

 When WE take credit for any part of our own salvation WE effectively rob God of 

the Glory that belongs to Him alone! 

 Scripture clearly tells us: 

The Father loved his sheep and chose them before the foundation of the world  

Eph. 1:4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and blameless before him. In love 5  he predestined us for adoption as sons 

 God the Father gave His flock of sheep as a gift to his Son (John 10) 

 Christ died specifically for His sheep effectively saving them from the wrath of God. 

 Spirit applied the finished work of Christ to them and continues working in them 

until they finally arrive in glory. 

 

Paul confidently declares to the Roman believers: 

Romans 8: 29  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

30  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 

with him graciously give us all things? 

 

As I have grown to understand the glorious Doctrines of Grace, coming to grips with the 

absolute depravity of my own flesh. 

 Recognizing the sovereignty of God that has brought about my salvation through the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

 Being totally honest about my failures and my inability to please God in my flesh. 

 Experiencing the boundless love of God which was revealed through the cross. 

 In light of that glorious revelation knowing that He died specifically for ME. 

 I fall on my face in humble adoration. All I can do is worship. 

 My confidence is NOT in myself. I live with the assurance that I am loved and the 

one who loved me will guard and keep me until I see him face to face. 

 


