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Message: A Chaotic World Under Christ’s Control, Part 2
Text: Habakkuk 1:1 - 2:4 

Introduction

  A.  Last week we began a three week study of what God has to say to us through His prophet
Habakkuk, because like Habakkuk’s world 600 years before Christ, our world is
becoming increasingly chaotic, with some suggesting that chaos is the new normal.  We
noted the Middle East in flames, tensions in Asia with North Korea and with China’s
militarizing man made islands in the South China Sea, economic chaos in Venezuela and
threatening Brazil, gangs and drug cartels controlling areas of Central America and
Mexico.  In our own country our political parties are threatened by chaos, the balance in    
our Supreme Court between originalist and activist justices has changed with the death of
Justice Scalia, and the appointments by the next president will impact our nation for
decades or longer.  Respect for law enforcement and for Christianity has rapidly
diminished over the last 8 years.  So it is no wonder that many of us are deeply concerned
about our future.

  B.  The situation was going from bad to worse in Israel when Habakkuk brought his plea to God 
to correct the sin, injustice, murder, disregard for God’s law that was taking place.

I.  1:2-11  1st Dialogue

    A.  1:2-4    Habakkuk's first complaint - Why doesn't God intervene to judge the sins of Judah? 

Habakkuk 1:2  How long, O LORD, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out
to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not save.  Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause 3

me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and
contention arises.  Therefore the law is ignored and justice is never upheld. For the 4

wicked surround the righteous; Therefore justice comes out perverted. 

    B.  1:5-11  God's response - I am raising up the mighty and ungodly Chaldeans to invade 
Judah.  You would not believe this, because I formerly subdued the nations under your
feet.

Habakkuk 1:5  "Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I
am doing something in your days-- you would not believe if you were told.  "For 6

behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march
throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs. ...  ... They laugh at10

every fortress and heap up rubble to capture it.  "Then they will sweep through like the 11

wind and pass on. ...." 

Psalm 47:2  For the LORD Most High is to be feared, a great King over all the earth.  He 3



subdues peoples under us and nations under our feet. 

II.  1:12-2:20  2nd Dialogue

    A.  1:12 - 2:1   Habakkuk's second complaint - How can a holy God use the wicked Chaldeans 
to crush those more righteous than they?

Habakkuk 1:13  Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on
wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor on those who deal
treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those more
righteous than they? ...  Will they therefore empty their net and continually slay 17

nations without sparing? 

    B.  2:2-20  God's response - the righteous will survive through faith, while the wicked will be
destroyed.

      1.  2:2-5      The (truly) righteous (not merely the comparatively righteous, 1:13) will live by
faith, the proud and haughty will not survive.

Habakkuk 2:4   "Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; but the
righteous will live by his faith. 

      2.  2:6-20  Five woes proclaimed upon the wicked.  “Woe” is commonly used in prophetic
literature to express a judicial indictment.  Jesus used this term in condemning those
cities in Israel that rejected Him.  

Luke 10:13  "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had
been performed in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  "But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 14

in the judgment than for you. 

   In these 5 woes against Babylon, we have an indictment of sin, followed by the
punishment.

a.  2:6-8      The plunderer plundered

Habakkuk 2:6   "Will not all of these take up a taunt-song against him, even
mockery and insinuations against him and say, 'Woe to him who increases what
is not his-- for how long-- and makes himself rich with loans?'  "Will not your 7

creditors rise up suddenly, and those who collect from you awaken? Indeed, you
will become plunder for them.  "Because you have looted many nations, all the 8

remainder of the peoples will loot you-- because of human bloodshed and
violence done to the land, to the town and all its inhabitants. 

b.  2:9-11    The conqueror shamed



Habakkuk 2:9   "Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house to put his nest on
high, to be delivered from the hand of calamity!  "You have devised a 10

shameful thing for your house by cutting off many peoples; so you are sinning
against yourself.  "Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, and the rafter 11

will answer it from the framework. 

        (1) When you build your “house” - nation/capital city (or career, business, institution, 
team, political party, etc.) by evil for your benefit, you are sinning against 
yourself, because we reap what we sow.

    Ecclesiastes 8:8   ... evil will not deliver those who practice it. 

    Proverbs 22:8   He who sows iniquity will reap trouble, and the rod of his fury
will perish. 

    Galatians 6:7   Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
this he will also reap. 

        (2) What we have built by evil will bear witness against us - the “stone” of the “house” 
will cry out in judgment against us.

Habakkuk 2:11   "Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, and the
rafter will answer it from the framework. 

Luke 19:37  As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the
Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God
joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, 38

shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF
THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  Some of the 39

Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40

But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry
out!"

c.  2:12-14  The builder undone 

Habakkuk 2:12   "Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and founds a
town with violence!  "Is it not indeed from the LORD of hosts that peoples toil 13

for fire, and nations grow weary for nothing?  "For the earth will be filled with 14

the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

    (1) The pronounces woes reveal that all that the nations are building, all that people are 
laboring for, making themselves tired for - houses and wealth, businesses, 
political parties, cultural and national advancement - is for nothing. In the end it 
will not last - it is fuel for the fire of the destructive judgment of the Lord of hosts
(Yahweh of the armies).  



      (2) Here also is revealed God’s purpose for the woes, for His judgment on all 
unrighteousness.  His purpose is to fill the whole earth with the glory of His 
righteous character.  This requires the removal from the earth of all that rejects the 
knowledge of the Lord, now revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 13:40  "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall
it be at the end of the age.  "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they 41

will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit
lawlessness,  and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will 42

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE 43

FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
hear. 

d.  2:15-17  The shameless shamed

Habakkuk 2:15   "Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, who mix in
your venom even to make them drunk so as to look on their nakedness!  "You 16

will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. Now you yourself drink and expose
your own nakedness. The cup in the LORD'S right hand will come around to
you, and utter disgrace will come upon your glory.  "For the violence done to 17

Lebanon will overwhelm you, and the devastation of its beasts by which you
terrified them, because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, to
the town and all its inhabitants. 

      (1)   Do you think God is angry at our country’s glorying in our shame - of our 
legislating and judicial sanctioning of same sex marriage, of sexual immorality?

Romans 1:26   For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for
their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,  and in 27

the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and
burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts
and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.

    (2) Do you think God is at all angry over the sanctioning of the shedding of human 
blood sin our US Supreme Court in a 7-2 decision sanctioned abortion on demand 
in 1973?  Since then over 54 humans have been killed in a place they should be 
most protected - in their mothers’ wombs.

e.  2:18-20  The idolater silenced

Habakkuk 2:18   "What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, or an
image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork when he
fashions speechless idols.  "Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, 'Awake!' 19

to a mute stone, 'Arise!' and that is your teacher? Behold, it is overlaid with
gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it.  "But the LORD is in His 20



holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him." 

    (1) An idol is anything we put in the place of God, whether a carved image, or money, 
or a career, a person or possessions.  Our idols cannot forgive our sins.  Our idols 
cannot deliver us from eternal death.  When it comes to such things, our idols are
silent.  They have nothing to offer.

    (2) There is one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Who is reigning over all creation, 
controlling all that happens from His heavenly temple, who alone can speak to 
matters of eternal life and death. There is one Lord Jesus Christ Who alone can 
provide forgiveness of our sins through His blood, who can deliver from death the 
souls of those who put their faith and trust in Him Who grants believers eternal 
life in the presence of His glory.  This Lord is in His holy temple.  Let all the      
earth approach Him, not in protest or opposition, but in a silence that respects His
being, that in faith waits for His Word and submits to His will.

Conclusion

  A.  We live in a chaotic world under Christ’s control.

  B.  Those who will survive the chaos, the crumbling of the foundations of our society, our 
country, our world, will do so by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 11:3   If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?"  The 4

LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD'S throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His
eyelids test the sons of men.  Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and   6

brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.  For the LORD is 7

righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. 

Habakkuk 2:4  "Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; but
the righteous will live by his faith. 
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