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Well, for the previous three weeks I have been speaking on stewardship. And you have 

heard me say—and it is certainly not original with me—stewardship means more than 

just our money.  Stewardship is talking about our time, how we use our time, invest our 

time for God’s glory, how we use our talents, because all of us have talents. We have 

spiritual gifts and we have natural talents.  The Bible tells us that.  And we take our 

spiritual gifts and we couple them with our natural talents and the abilities that we have 

learned over the years and we invest them in God’s work as well.  

 

But there are also treasures. So there is time, talent and treasures that we invest. And all 

of us have treasures.  We are rich. You have heard me talk about that.  We are rich. If you 

make 20,000 dollars, you are in the top one percent income earners of all the world.  And 

if you make 50,0000 dollars you are in the top one-tenth of one percent of income earners 

in all of the world.  So we are rich.  We are as rich as the kings of the past up until the 

20
th

 century.  We really are very wealthy.   

 

And we need to take our treasures and invest them, not so much here, although that is 

important, but invest them here so that we can get a return in heaven.   

 

So you see in front of us here today, you see a little treasure box, ok, in case you were 

wondering what that is. This is our... about as close as we could get to a treasure box. It 

doesn’t have a lot of gold or other things over the top of it.  We didn’t carry it in on poles. 

It isn’t the ark of the covenant or something like that. It is just representing that that verse 

in Matthew chapter six talks about. Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

We recognize what the Bible says. The Bible says, “Where you put your money, your 

heart is going to follow it.”   So if invest your money in God’s work, if you invest your 

money in spiritual endeavors, your heart is going to follow it is what the Bible tells us. 

 

So today is commitment Sunday as you have been hearing me say where we ask folks to 

make a spiritual and a financial commitment to the work of God here in their local 

church.  And we are going to do that today as we look one more time at some passages of 

Scripture that remind us and challenge us about investing in heaven, investing in eternity. 
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So I want to speak to you about affluenza, not influenza, but affluenza.  We live in an 

affluent society. Maybe I would define affluenza as the plague of modern day 

materialism, the plague of modern day materialism.   

 

There is a PBS television program called that very name, Affluenza, which made the 

following claims on that show. The average American shops six hours a week while only 

spending 40 minutes playing with their children.  By age 20 we have seen one million 

commercials.  Recently more Americans declared bankruptcy than graduated from 

college.  In 90 percent of divorce cases arguments about money play a prominent role in 

the dissolution of their marriage.  

 

The point of the secular program—and it wasn’t a Christian program, you know that if it 

was on PBS.  It wasn’t a Christian program.  It was a secular program.  But the point that 

they were making, the point that they were making from a practical standpoint, not from 

a moralistic standpoint, but from a practical standpoint was this. Material wealth doesn’t 

necessarily make us happy. And I think a lot of our culture—I am not just talking about 

the Church—but a lot of people in our culture are beginning to realize that, that material 

wealth doesn’t equate to happiness.   

 

We have often thought that way. We have often thought that if I had what he has or if I 

owned that, or if I had a little bit more, I could be happy.  But the Bible is clear and all of 

our experience would echo what the Bible says that material wealth doesn’t equate to 

happiness. It does not.  It certainly is nice to have and it certainly can meet some real 

need, but it does not make us happy.  

 

Allow me to punctuate that statement with some quotations from some of America’s 

wealthiest industrialists. This is what they said. These are direct quotes. 

 

“The care of 200 million dollars is enough to kill anyone.  There is no pleasure in it.” W 

H Vanderbilt said that.  Vanderbilt was the one that built the railroads.  Some of you, like 

myself, have been to the Biltmore mansion. He built that and lived in it.  He was a very 

wealthy man. 

 

John Jacob Astor of the Waldorf Astoria hotel fame said this. “I am the most miserable 

man on earth.”   

 

John D. Rockefeller who made all of his money there in the oil business, at least later in 

his life said, “I have made millions, but they have brought me no happiness.” 

 

Do you notice a trend here?   

 

“Millionaires seldom smile,” Andrew Carnegie said. 

 

Henry Ford said this.  “I was happier when I was doing a mechanics job.”  
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So all of these men stated publicly that their wealth hadn’t brought them happiness. Their 

wealth didn’t bring them to a place where they said, “I have arrived or this is what I have 

always wanted in my life.”  They really were claiming that their wealth complicated their 

life.  Their wealth really made life sometimes more miserable for them.  

 

Now that isn’t an excuse for us to say, “Well, then, I am just going to live off the 

government dole or I am going to quit my job and let others take care of me.” That is not 

the idea in Scripture at all. But we need to keep in mind that achieving wealth or 

becoming rich does not necessarily make you happy.  You have to have a biblical 

philosophy of how to use that wealth. And that is what stewardship is all about. 

Stewardship is all about that idea. 

 

Luke chapter 12 verse 15 says this. “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life 

does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
1
 

 

So the Bible, if we are going to paraphrase that statement is saying this.  Be very careful.  

Be very cautious about wanting what other people have or wanting what you do not have.  

That is the definition of covetousness. Be very careful about wanting more or wanting 

what other people have.  That is what it says in the first phrase.  Because it says, “For 

one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possess.”
2
 

 

In other words, the Bible is saying you can’t measure a person’s life by what they own.  

Don’t look at them in awe and say, “Whoa. Look what they have. Look what they own. 

Look what they have achieved.” 

 

The Bible says you can’t measure a life that way. Don’t measure someone’s life by what 

they own or by what they have achieved or accumulated.  

 

One of the critical challenges of stewardship—and every one of us is a steward the Bible 

says if we are a Christian. We may be a good stewards or bad stewards, but you can’t bail 

out and say, “Well, I just don’t want to be a steward.”  You are a steward by definition, 

by when you stepped across the line and became a Christian. 

 

One of the critical challenges of being a steward is to direct our wealth, not allow our 

wealth to direct us.  Or maybe we would say to control our riches, not allow our riches, 

not allow our riches to control us and dictate to us.   

 

So I want to talk to you about this this morning here with just two thoughts that I want to 

share with you. Number one, possessions can become obsessions.  Possessions can 

become obsessions.   

 

There have been a few wealthy men in the past—Job in the Bible, Abraham in the Bible, 

Solomon, David in the Bible—who wrote about wealth.  They touched on that subject as 

the Spirit of God inspired them and they recorded for us some wisdom from God. People 

                                                 
1
 Luke 12:15.  

2
 Ibid.  
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who had achieved enormous amounts of wealth, maybe from the hand of God and 

coupled with their own ability, but they achieved an enormous amount of wealth, but then 

God used them to write down some things that we would learn from them.  We stand on 

the shoulders of people who have gone before us. And if we are smart we will learn what 

they have recorded for us.  

 

So I want you to take your Bible and turn in the poetical books—or we often call them 

the wisdom books—to the book of Ecclesiastes—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, ok?  

So right there in those five wisdom books, the last one before the Song of Solomon.  Job, 

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes. And I want you to turn with me to chapter five.   

 

Now if you are familiar with Ecclesiastes, it is called “The Preacher.” And in 

Ecclesiastes, Solomon is the preacher. It is written by the richest king who lived in Israel, 

one of the richest men who ever lived on earth and he is writing about vanity. And really 

you see that throughout the theme. He is writing about life without God is vanity and he 

did all of these things. He accomplished so much.  But he says, “Without God it is 

empty.”  That is what vanity means.  It is empty and meaningless and unfulfilling.   

 

And I really do like the book of Ecclesiastes.  Chapter eight is one of the greatest chapters 

on leadership that I have ever read and in chapter five deals with money.   

 

And you see if you don’t identify.  We looked at these some months earlier on a Sunday 

night, but you look at these verses and the principle that God had laid down for us from 

Ecclesiastes chapter five. Look at verse 10.  There are some insights for us here. 

 

He says, “He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves 

abundance, with increase.”
3
  What is he saying there?  He is saying, “The more you have 

the more you want. The more you have the more you want and the less satisfied you are 

with what you already have.”  That is what he is telling us.   

  

So just putting it into our vernacular when I am restating it. The more you have, the more 

you have, the more you want and the more you have the less satisfied you are with what 

you have.   

 

Look at the next verse, verse 11, at least the first part of verse 11. He says, “When goods 

increase, They increase who eat them,”
4
 or who consume them. 

 

Isn’t that the truth?  Well, how could you state that?  He is saying, “The more you have, 

the more people, including the government, the more people will come after it.  The more 

you make, the more you have, the more people that want to put their hand in the pot and 

get some of what you have earned or what you have made.” 

 

They have the idea and that is why we have graduated income tax where pretty soon you 

get to the point where you are paying so much in taxes you wonder if it is worth it.  You 

                                                 
3
 Ecclesiastes 5:10.  

4
 Ecclesiastes 5:11.  
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are not paying 20 percent any more. You are up in the 50 percent bracket and you are 

saying, “Half of my money is going to the government.”  

 

And then you get on everybody’s mailing list and everybody comes to you with their 

hand out. That is what he is telling us here. The more you have, that the more people will 

come after it. 

 

Look at the last part of verse 11.  Scripture say, “So what profit have the owners Except 

to see them [these things that they have accumulated] with their eyes?”
5
 

 

What is he saying?  The more you have all you can do is look at it.  The more you have 

the more you realize it does you little good. The more you have you look at it and you 

say, “Well, there is all the stuff I have accumulated, but it doesn’t do me much good.  As 

a matter of fact, sometimes it seems to take up my time.” 

 

I was reading The Treasure Principle by Randy Elkhorn where I got a number of 

thoughts for today and he was in the airport and he saw a very wealthy man that he knew 

from his Christian ministry and he talked to him there in the airport and he said to him, 

“Hey, how is it going?”   

 

He said, “Well, it was going to be a great free weekend, but now I have to go down to 

Florida and supervise the remodeling of my vacation home,” while he was waiting to get 

on his private jet.   

 

And he was lamenting that because of the things that he owned he doesn’t have any free 

time.  And that is really the truth. The more you have, the more you have to take care of 

and the more worries you got. That is what he is communicating right here in the last part 

of verse 11.   

 

The next verse, look at verse 12.  He says, “The sleep of the laboring man is sweet.”
6
 The 

guy who goes out there and he works hard all day, he comes home. He is exhausted. He 

eats.  He takes care of a few things and when he goes to bed he is dog tired. He goes to 

sleep.   

 

“The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, Whether he eats little or much; But the abundance 

of the rich will not permit him to sleep.”
7
 He is worrying about it.  He is worrying about 

hanging on to what he has accumulated and the other people that are trying to sue him 

and take it away from him even though they don’t deserve it.   

 

So the way you could say verse 12 is the more you have, the more you have to worry 

about.  The more you have, the more you have to worry about.   

 

Somebody wants it, hanging on to it, taking care of it, maintaining it, et cetera.   

                                                 
5
 Ibid.  

6
 Ecclesiastes 5:12.  

7
 Ibid.  
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Look at verse 13.  He says, “There is a severe evil which I have seen under the sun.”
8
 

 

Now in the King James which we are looking at here it is a little hard to understand, so 

let me tell you exactly what the original is saying here. It is saying, “Riches...”  The 

second part of this in verse 13 says, “Riches...” This severe evil under the sun it says, 

“Riches horded to the harm of its owner.” 

 

He says, “This one severe thing I have seen, this evil under the sun is when riches are 

horded they harm the owner.” 

 

Now that is particularly applicable to us.  The Bible is saying, “When we horde our riches 

they end up hurting us.” And, by the way I think a lot of lost people are beginning to 

realize, a lot of the very wealthy lost people have realized, you know what? I don’t want 

to leave this vast sum of money to my children or even to my grandchildren. I will leave 

them some, but I don’t want to make them instant billionaires. What happens usually?  

Because it destroys their life.   

 

Aristotle Onasis leaves it to his daughter and she goes from marriage to marriage and 

finally commits suicide.  And we know Lester Hunt and we know the story of a gazillion 

of those guys.  They have inherited money and it destroyed them.  And I think that is 

what is being communicated here. Riches horded end up harming the owner and really 

his family.   

 

So maybe we could restate verse 13 this way. The more you have, the greater potential it 

has to hurt you or your family if you horde it.  

 

That is really what it is saying. The more you have the greater potential it has to hurt you 

or your family if you horde it the Bible says. 

 

Look at verse 14.  “But those riches perish through misfortune.”
9
 

 

He is describing here that the sad thing that he is also seeing is that a wealth is 

accumulated and then through some turn of events it is all gone. And the person that 

earned it, that made it, that built it, has lost it all, that he spent his life doing.  So you 

could say it this way. The more you have the more you have to lose.   

 

I am not trying to be pessimistic, but this is right out of Ecclesiastes.  The more you have, 

the more you have to lose.   

 

Look at the last one. Look at verse 15.  It says—and you are familiar with this verse.  “As 

he came from his mother’s womb...”
10

 

 

                                                 
8
 Ecclesiastes 5:13.  

9
 Ecclesiastes 5:14.  

10
 Ecclesiastes 5:15.  
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“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb...”
11

 as Job said and this is kind of a paraphrase 

of that. 

 

“As he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return,”
12

 not to the womb, but to 

the grave.  “As he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return, To go as he 

came; And he shall take nothing from his labor Which he may carry away in his hand.”
13

 

 

He is not going to take anything out of this world in his hand that he earned, that he built, 

that he bought, that he achieved and accumulated.  How would we say that?  The Bible is 

saying to us the more you have, the more you will leave behind. That is just common 

sense. The more you have, the more you are going to leave behind.  

 

If you don’t have a lot, you are not going to leave a lot behind. If you have a lot, you are 

going to leave a lot behind. The more you have, the more you are going to leave behind.   

 

Now that is not a cynical way of looking at wealth. It is a reminder from a heavenly 

perspective that wealth is not taken with us. We can’t take it with us, but the Bible says 

we can send it on ahead.  We can’t take it with us, but we can send it on ahead of us. And 

that is what he is challenging us to do throughout the Bible. God is challenging us to do 

that. 

 

God is telling us that material wealth cannot satisfy.  And to play with it here instead of 

investing it there is foolish.  To play with it here or to think that we can hang on to it here 

instead of investing it there is foolish.   

 

Which brings me to my second idea that I want to communicate to you this morning.  

Giving is the best antidote to materialism.   

 

The Bible says giving is the best antidote to materialism and there is not a person in this 

room that I am speaking to or via tape that I am speaking to that doesn’t struggle with 

materialism, at least at points in their life and probably even in recent days.  Every one of 

us struggle with materialism. We look around at this world. We say, “Oh, there is so 

much to see. There is so much to enjoy. There is so much to have. There is so much to 

do.” 

 

“The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life,”
14

 1 John tells us.  

 

So giving is the best antidote to materialism.  If affluenza is the disease, what is the cure?  

Giving.  If materialism is the poison, what is the antidote?  Giving.  

 

Look with me. Take your Bibles and turn over to the New Testament now to 1 Timothy 

chapter six and read in Paul’s final letters—he wrote 1 and 2 Timothy, his last two 

                                                 
11

 Job 1:21. 
12

 Ecclesiastes 5:15. 
13

 Ibid.  
14

 1 John 2:16.  
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epistles—to his Son Timothy, his son in the faith Timothy and he writes down to him 

some things about how to rule in the Church, how to lead the Church, how to direct the 

Church, messages that are important for the Church to have down through the ages.  

 

We come to chapter six, what does he say here in verses 17, 18 and 19?  He says, 

“Command those who are rich.”
15

  So he is writing to Timothy, a pastor. But he is not 

just writing to him.  He is writing to me. He is writing to every pastor in the New 

Testament age.  He says, “Command, you command those who are rich.” Who are rich 

today?  The people I am talking to, the people who are living in America.  “You 

command the people who are rich in this present age...” In this present age they are not to 

be haughty, not to be high minded, not to have an arrogant view of their wealth, not to be 

haughty, high minded nor to trust in uncertain riches. Those uncertain riches, the very 

idea that they are uncertain means they can be here today and they may be gone 

tomorrow.   They are here this week and gone the next.   

 

“....uncertain riches, but trust instead in the living God who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy.”
16

 

 

And you heard me say God doesn’t want us to live this Spartan lifestyle, this miserly 

lifestyle where we don’t enjoy anything and we give everything away and we live like 

paupers. That is not what the Bible teaches. The Bible teaches us that God gives us ability 

to make wealth and we are to earn, we are to give, we are to save and we are to invest. 

We talked about that last week, the four principles of money. 

 

But God has given us money and things to enjoy.  We are to enjoy life. It is a wonderful 

advertisement for the Christian life.  But it is to be kept in check or in balance with 

investing eternally.   

 

You have heard me say that the Christian life is like this.  Getting from God, distributing 

to others. It is not getting from God and hanging on to it. It is getting from God so we can 

invest in the work of God and invest in others that have needs that we can help. 

 

So he says in this verse, “[Don’t] trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God who 

gives us richly all things to enjoy.”
17

 

 

He goes on.  “Let them do good, that they be rich in good works.”
18

 

 

So you can be rich in money, but you can also be rich in good wroks. And he says, “You 

preach that to them.”  Be doing good, rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share.  

Notice those verbs there.  

 

                                                 
15

 1 Timothy 6:17.  
16

 Ibid.  
17

 Ibid.  
18

 1 Timothy 6:18.  



Page 9 of 13 

 

“Storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay 

hold on eternal life.”
19

 

 

So they are to be storing away an eternal foundation.  They are to be storing away that 

which is... God is going to be using in eternity that they will see again some day is what 

he is telling us.   

 

A W Tozer said this about these verses. He said, “Any temporal possession, a car, a 

house, anything that you own, any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting 

wealth.  Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.” 

 

Whatever we have and we say, “God, can you use this?” 

 

God says, “Yes, I can. I am going to use it and you can accumulate eternal value out of 

that.”  

 

Anything given to Christ is touched with immortality. He says that is the idea that Paul 

says... look, again, at this verse he says... when he says: 

 

Be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for 

yourselves a good foundation for the time to come, that you may lay hold 

on eternal life.
20

 

 

Remember the principle. You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead. It is 

echoed in this verse.  Take your possessions and lay a foundation in heaven. Take what 

you have, a portion of what you have and allow it to go to work for you in eternity so you 

have a reward waiting for you there. 

 

Giving is joyful surrender to a greater person and a greater agenda than your own.  

Giving is surrender to a greater person with a greater agenda than your own.  Giving 

affirms Christ’s lordship. When we give we are saying, “Lord, I am saying publicly that 

you are Lord, you are master over all that I am and all that I have.”  It affirms his 

lordship. 

 

Giving dethrones self and exalts God. It takes me off the throne, my wants, my desire, all 

my preferences. It takes me off the throne and saying, “I am not that important.” And it 

puts God on the throne and says “God, you are the most important one. You are the 

sovereign one.” That is what I am doing one decision at a time.   

 

Giving breaks the chains of materialism that would ensnare me or enslave me.   

 

Folks, you know we live in a materialistic culture and society that would pull us in and it 

would have us living and listening to the same drummer that they are marching to as 

                                                 
19

 1 Timothy 6:19. 
20

 1 Timothy 6:19-20.  
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well.  We don’t want to live that way. We don’t want to be enslaved and ensnared to 

materialism.  We want to invest in eternity.  

 

Let me ask you a question.  How many of you have been to a landfill or junkyard?  

Would you raise your hand if you have been to a landfill or you looked over the edge and 

you have been to the junkyard and looked around, ok?  Put your hands down. 

 

I think there are some lessons there for us.  When I grew up on the farm, of course we 

didn’t have trash pick up. You don’t have trash pick up in those... maybe you do today.  I 

don’t know.  But we didn’t have trash pick up so regularly we had to load up the truck 

with all of our junk.  We bought oil, of course, in 55 gallon drums so when we changed 

the oil in the tractors, combines that kind of thing, we had big barrels. We had all kinds of 

stuff that accumulated on a 1000 acre farm with all those neat pieces of equipment. 

 

So regularly we would load up a truck load of stuff and we would go off to the land fill. 

My dad would send a couple of us off to the landfill or we just called it the dump.  That is 

what we called it.  They would say, “Take a load off to the dump.”  It was a rainy day. 

We couldn’t get in the fields so that is when we did that kind of stuff. 

 

But we would get in the truck and drive off to the dump and my brother and I or one of 

my brothers we would be throwing stuff off, but we always got side tracked. We would 

see stuff that looked really good to us. I would say, “Whoa, that looks like a set of wide 

wheels. Looks like G-60s. I think I could use those on my America...”  I had an American 

Motors Javelin, the junkiest car ever made, by the way and it was always breaking down.  

I thought, man, I could use... I think those are G-60s.  Those will work on my car.  We 

would see an antique washer, you know, and say, “Man, this is kind of neat. This is going 

to be worth some money some day.” 

 

And, you know, we would be all off loading stuff and rummaging around in the landfill 

and sometimes we would bring stuff back and my dad would say, “No, no, no.  You 

know I have paid by the load to have that stuff unloaded. We are just recycling and 

making the dump guy rich.  You know, we are going to leave stuff, not bring stuff back.” 

 

But, you know, if you are there and you see stuff it looks kind of good to you, you know, 

hey, I haven’t seen one of those in a while. That would be neat, you know, wow.  

 

Landfills, dumps. 

 

Do you know what, folks?  Every thing we own will end up in the landfill. Now  you may 

pass it on to someone else, but eventually it is going to end up in the landfill, in the dump, 

in the junk yard.  All the stuff that we accumulate, all the stuff that we find so attractive 

at some point in our life comes to rest in the dump or the junk yard or the landfill. I am 

talking about cars. I am talking about boats.  I am talking about stereos. I am talking that 

stainless steel barbeque set. I am talking about clothes.  You know, you name it, all the 

stuff that sometimes kids fight over, that sometimes divorces happen over and that good 
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friends part company over.  All of it eventually ends up either in the landfill or the junk 

yard or the dump.   

 

And I know what you are thinking. Oh, no. We recycle. 

 

Ok.  Don’t ruin my illustration, ok?  One of the facts is:  It is either going to be buried or 

it is going to be burned.  Every thing that we go after and it seems so important at the 

time, we have got to have it. It is either going to be buried or it is going to be burned, but 

it is not going to be ours and it is going to be junk to somebody.  

 

Now I just want to remind you about that. That is going to pass very quickly out of our 

hands, maybe into someone else’s, but it is going to end up in the landfill. 

 

The Bible says that Christians are pilgrims. The Bible says that Christians are strangers.  

They are aliens on the earth.  Hebrews chapter 11 verse 13 tells us that.   

 

And do you know what?  The Bile says our citizenship is in heaven. That is kind of 

interesting. Our home is in heaven. We are going to a home we have never been to 

before, but it is our home. But our citizenship is in heaven.  Our home is in heaven. And 

pilgrims travel light. You know, you can... there is nothing that makes a trip more 

miserable if you are backpacking than filling it up with a lot of nice things that are really 

unnecessary.  They make the backpacking trip very difficult.   

 

And God uses that word picture for us, that we have a tendency to fill up the back pack 

and to fill up our apartment or maybe let’s say you are here from France.  Or let’s pick a 

better country.  Let’s say you are here from Germany. Let’s say you are here from 

Germany and you are here making money, but the rule is you can send money back to 

Germany, but you can’t take stuff from America back to Germany.  How much sense 

would it be for you to be buying fabulous oil paintings and hanging them up in your hotel 

room and nice carpet and stuffing your hotel room full of all kinds of stuff that you can’t 

take with you back to Germany?  

 

It would make a whole lot more sense to be sending the money back there and that is 

what we have to remember that. Hey, we are in a hotel room right now.  We are carrying 

a backpack right now. And don’t make the trip miserable by accumulating too many 

things. Send it on ahead of you by investing it in eternity in the work of God, is what he 

is telling us.   

 

Our citizenship is in heaven.  That is where our home is.  

 

I have thought about this. There may be many different road blocks to people here 

towards giving.  I am not going to say we all have the same road blocks towards giving. I 

don’t think that would be realistic.  But there are road blocks to giving. Some people 

don’t give the way they should because of unbelief. They just really don’t believe that 

God is going to bless them and take care of them if they give.  For some people here it is 

unbelief. For some people it is insecurity. They just feel like, I got to have a lot or I don’t 
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feel like God is going to meet my needs. It is up to me, insecurity. For some people it is 

idolatry.  You are in love with stuff.  It really is a major factor for you, idolatry.  

 

For some it is pride. They like to show what they have.  It is pride.  But do you know 

what I think it is for most of us?  The struggle for most of us in this area of giving, it is 

the illusion, the illusion that earth is our home.  And it is not.  This is not our home.  But 

we are under the illusion that this is home.  

 

William Borden. How many of you have heard of William Borden the missionary?  

William Borden a handsome, sharp, smart graduate of Yale who inherited a fortune, the 

Borden fortune.  He was heir to great wealth, but he became a Christian at Yale. Yale, of 

course and Harvard were great gospel preaching institutions that originally were founded 

to train preachers.  It says it right so on their cornerstone and on the very gates into the 

entrance. 

 

And he became a Christian and came to the cross roads as he was involved in ministry 

there at Yale about what is he going to do with his life. And he felt the call of God upon 

his life to be a missionary.  But he inherited and he lived in 1800s up till 1913. He 

inherited in that day a vast sum of money, hundreds of thousands of dollars and he 

decided that that would become a temptation and a snare to him if he wanted to go to the 

mission field, so he gave all of his money away to missions, all of his money, much to the 

chagrin of his family.  He gave all of his fortune away to mission organizations and then 

left for the mission field.  He had a burden for Muslims. 

 

So he went to Egypt and really within a year after being in Egypt he had zealous 

missionary activity, within less than a year he contracted spinal meningitis and died.   

 

Don’t you know that the tongues wagged?  People said, “Oh, what a wasted life.  What a 

mistake he made.”  And today you can go and see his grave stone.  He died in 1913 at the 

age of 25, dead and gone.   

 

You can find his tomb stone in a small grave yard dedicated, purchased for missionaries 

who died in Africa, particularly in Egypt off a back alley on a dusty street in Cairo. You 

have to find it. It is overgrown with grass.   

 

Contrast that just some miles to the south to what is known as the Valley of the Kings. 

You have heard of the Valley of the Kings.  It is the burial ground of the Pharaohs.  It is 

where the wealthiest of the Pharaohs were buried for hundreds of years. Maybe we would 

say even thousands of years.  And the famed treasure, the most famous treasure in the 

valley of the kings was what?  King Tut, the boy king.  King Tut died at the age of 17.  

And he was buried in the Valley of the Kings. And he was buried with an unbelievable 

amount of wealth. Gold chariots made out of solid gold, all kinds of gold artifacts, 

everything that the Egyptians thought that he could ever use or ever need in the after life, 

they made it out of gold and they put it in his tomb, dug out of the ground.  

 



Page 13 of 13 

 

His gold coffin was buried in a gold tomb and buried in a gold tomb with another gold 

tomb and it had seven gold tombs on top of it, seven layers of gold tombs.   The burial 

site was literally filled with tons and tons and tons of gold. And it was discovered by a 

British archaeologist named Howard Carter. 

 

If you have ever read the story it is a fascinating story. He discovered it and he looked 

inside and his first words he said, “I see marvelous things.”  That always stuck in my 

mind. “I see marvelous things.”  

 

The Egyptians believed in the after life as you well know and they made extensive 

preparations. As a matter of fact, throughout their life they prepared for the after life.  

And because they believed so firmly in the after life they believed it was a place where 

you could take earthly treasures.  But all the treasures intended for King Tut and his 

eternal enjoyment stayed right where they were.  For over 3000 years they stayed right 

where they were until Howard Carter, in 1922 discovered them.  

 

Think about those two graves for a moment.  Think about the grave of King Tut and then 

think about the grave of Borden. 

 

Borden’s is obscure. It is dusty.  It is found on a trash filled street overgrown with grass 

with a rickety steel fence around it. King Tut’s tomb glittered with unimaginable wealth. 

Yet where are those two people now?  Where are those two people now?  One who lived 

in opulence and he called himself a king is in the misery of a Christless eternity.  The 

other, who lived a very modest life, gave away his wealth and put his life into the service 

of the one true king, is now enjoying an everlasting reward with the Lord of glory.   

 

It is good for us to think about that.   

 

I did a funeral Thursday for Charles Hensley’s mother.  And every time I do a funeral I 

remind folks that some day somebody is going to stand behind the sacred desk and say 

something about your life.  What are they going to say about your life?  But that is not 

even the most important thing. What is God going to say about your life when you arrive 

in eternity?   

 

Tut’s life was tragic because of an awful truth that he discovered too late, that you can’t 

take it with you. You can’t take your treasures with you.   

 

Borden’s life was not tragic, it was triumphant. We tend to think from an earthly 

perspective  and say, “How tragic. He died when he was 25. He could have enjoyed all 

that wealth.” 

 

No, it wasn’t tragic, it was triumphant because he invested.  Instead of leaving his 

treasures behind he sent them on ahead of him. That is why he was triumphant.   

 

And every single one of us has that same opportunity to invest in eternity.   


