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Resolved to Worship in my Family – Session # 28 on the 2nd Commandment, 
Presented by Pastor Paul Rendall on March 16th, 2014,  

in the Adult Sunday School. 
 
 

I have spoken to you about humility and submission in past sessions in relation to fulfilling our 
role responsibilities in the public worship of God.  This relates to the 2nd Commandment in that 
we do not devise worship after our own thoughts of what would be pleasing or expedient to 
ourselves, but rather what would be pleasing and honoring to God in accordance with His word.  
I now want to speak to you about Christian Fortitude of spirit in relation to the worship of God, 
and specifically what it will mean to conduct family worship on a regular basis.  A Christian is to 
be a person, who, by the grace of God, is not to be weak and vacillating in their personal and 
private worship of God; neither are they to be weak in regard to setting up family worship in 
their own family.  We are to be persons of resolution and firmness in our everyday duties in 
relation to God.  
  
I.  We must have Resolution to serve and worship the Lord - 
Turn with me over to the book of Joshua, Chapter 24, verse 14 – “Now therefore, fear the LORD, 
serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!” 
 
(Jos 24:15)  “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.” “But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.” 
 
Now, you can see here that Joshua was a great leader of the people of God.  He had the 
appointment, the gift, and the grace of God to exhort the people of the Lord in this holy way: 
“Now, therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity, and in truth, and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt.”  “Serve the Lord!”  He did not 
argue with the people about what the will of God was, he declared it to them.  To serve the Lord 
you have to be decided about what needs to be repented of, if you want to honor God with you 
whole mind, and heart and strength.  This requires resolution.  I am going to put away my 
former gods.  I am going to stop living for the world and my flesh.  I am not going to allow the 
Devil to deceive me.  There are many false gods in this fallen world.  There are many things that 
people put in the place of worshiping God, not only on Sunday which is the Lord’s Day, but also 
on the other 6 days of the week.  The question is, are you going to be led by those people who 
worship false gods?  Or are you going to be led by the truth of the Bible and seek to do what 
other godly people do, who are also resolved to serve the Lord?  Let us ask ourselves whether we 
are resolved to serve the Lord in truth and whether we are resolved to put away the gods which 
others serve, perhaps even those who our father’s served?  Do we serve money?  Do we various 
worldly pleasures which really have no lasting significance or value.  Are we more concerned 
with our bodies than we are our souls?  Let me say to you what Joshua said to the people of 
Israel – Serve the Lord!   
 
Does it seem evil to serve the Lord?  Is it a great burden to think about having to worship the 
Lord privately or in family worship?  Then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.  
What will it be?  Will it be your job?  Will it be sports?  Will it be entertainment?  Will it foolishly 
frittering away your time in selfish pursuits and games?  Will it be watching countless hours of 
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television or spending all of your time on the computer or looking at your silly phone, paying 
attention to things which have no eternal significance and no eternal value?  Can you really think 
that you can give account of all of your time to God, having spent it mostly in these ways that I 
have just mentioned, and not feel afraid that you have missed the entire meaning of your 
existence?   
 
If you see the danger of this, then you by the grace of God, must form the resolution – Others 
may do these things and forget God, but - “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.”  A part of serving the Lord will mean that you will resolve to set up and to conduct family 
worship.  This is something that you must resolve to do, if you are going to do it regularly.  This 
will involve thinking about how you will go about to set it up.  You may have the resolution, but 
not have the wisdom as to how to speak to your family about what you intend to do.  Begin with 
your wife, husbands.  Sit down together and talk.  Tell her that you have never really thought 
about your responsibility in this matter, but how can we serve the Lord together as a family if we 
never pray together, if I never read the Bible out loud to you, if we never sing the songs of Zion 
together?  Well, we can say that we are serving the Lord, but we are really not. 
 
II. Our Resolution must be accompanied by a known and felt sense of our need of 
God’s grace to be able to carry through and do what we have resolved to do -  
Look at how the people who Joshua was talking to did not completely understand how they 
could bring themselves and their families to the place where they would really serve the Lord.  
We need to take notice of this.  Verses 16-18 –  
 
(Jos 24:16)  “So the people answered and said: Far be it from us that we should forsake the 
LORD to serve other gods; 
 
(Jos 24:17)  for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all 
the way that we went and among all the people through whom we passed.” 
 
(Jos 24:18)  “And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amorites who 
dwelt in the land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.” 
 
(Jos 24:19)  But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He 
is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 
 
(Jos 24:20)  If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm 
and consume you, after He has done you good." 
 
(Jos 24:21)  And the people said to Joshua, "No, but we will serve the LORD!" 
 
Joshua was not trying to say that the people should not try to serve the Lord.  He was showing 
them that if they went about to do it in their own strength and from legal motives of thinking 
that they could justify themselves before God by their own good intentions and good works, they 
would utterly fail, and God would not forgive them for their holding to this false mentality.  All 
the good that we ever do for God is based upon what He has done or is doing for us by His 
mighty grace.   It is not as though when we go about to set up family worship and actually begin 
it that we will do it perfectly or consistently as we ought.  “There is no man who does good and 
sins not; and therefore when a man has done all he can he must not depend upon it for his 
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justification before God; or consider it as his justifying righteousness, which what that people 
were always prone to.”  (John Gill on Joshua 24: 19) 
 
The Right Motives and Reasons in going about to serve the Lord - 
Now you can see here that the people at this time did have the right motivation for their 
resolution to worship and serve the Lord.  It was that God had brought them out of their 
bondage in Egypt.  The purpose of His bringing them out was so that they would be able to 
worship Him only.  The same is true for us in the Lord saving us and bringing us out of our 
bondage to sin, and our being crucified with Christ to the world and our flesh in our 
regeneration in our hearts.  It is so that we will worship and serve God in spirit and truth.   
 
(Jos 24:22)  So Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 
chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him." And they said, "We are witnesses!" 
 
(Jos 24:23)  "Now therefore," he said, "put away the foreign gods which are among you, and 
incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel." 
 
(Jos 24:24)  And the people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we 
will obey!" 
 
(Jos 24:25)  “So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute 
and an ordinance in Shechem.” 
 
(Jos 24:26)  “Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large 
stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.” 
 
(Jos 24:27)  “And Joshua said to all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it 
has heard all the words of the LORD which He spoke to us.” “It shall therefore be a witness to 
you, lest you deny your God.” 
 
(Jos 24:28)  “So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance.” 
 
(Jos 24:29)  “Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten years old.” 
 
You can see here how important this matter of serving the Lord in your family is.  This was 
Joshua’s last major address to the people, and this was what he stressed with them.  You also see 
how Joshua was attempting to help them in keeping up their worship of God; he made a 
covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.  
He wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God.  And he took a large stone, and set it up 
there under the oak that by the sanctuary of the Lord.  I believe that these things were done, not 
only to help secure the obedience of the people to attend upon public worship, but also that they 
would be setting up family worship in their homes.   
 


