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John 4: 1-14; “If You Knew the Gift of God”, Sermon # 26 in the series –  
“That All May Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall, on  

March 16th, 2014, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

You will notice here at the beginning of our text, the method that Jesus took in His ministry.  He 
first made men disciples, and then He baptized them, not the other way around.  It is never a 
good thing for a pastor to baptize anyone unless they have first become, by their own conscious 
choice, a disciple; a self-declared learner and follower of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Water baptism 
does not give any person spiritual life; rather it is faith in Christ which brings to us the water of 
life, or “the living water” as it is called here in verse 10.  We drink deeply of Christ and we are 
saved.  And then, it certainly is true, we should want to be baptized with water baptism to show 
forth our having been buried with Christ, our having been spiritually baptized into His death, 
and raised from the watery grave of our past life, to newness of spiritual life.  Here, Jesus’ 
method of making a disciple out of this woman was to gradually unveil the truth to her curious 
mind.  As Alexander MacLaren says in one of his sermons, “Jesus began with a symbol and a 
hint, and then He gradually enlarged the hint and translated the symbol; and after this He 
finally unveiled Himself as the Giver and the Gift.”   And so, in this sermon today, I would like to 
declare to you that the gift of God, everlasting life, can come to any person, suddenly, in a very 
short period of time, if you understand certain things about it, and receive it.  The veil of 
spiritual blindness can be taken away and the glory of Christ revealed.  What are the things 
which you must understand in order to receive this gift of God, which is everlasting life?  Well, 
there are 3 things which I will share with you now, which I hope you will come to understand 
experientially, so that you will receive the gift of God, if you never have before.  And for those of 
you who have received this gift, I am sure you will enjoy learning more about the gift of God 
which you have been given. 
1st of all - You must understand that everlasting life is the gift of God; it is not 
naturally in yourself. (verses 1-7) 
       In verse 10 Jesus says, “If you knew the gift of God.”  Jesus, we find here, thought it wise to 
leave Judea and depart again to Galilee.  He did this, because it says in verse 1, “He knew that 
the Pharisees had heard that He was making and baptizing more disciples than John.”  Truly the 
life of our Lord Jesus was an amazing life, because He was, and He is, the God-Man. His 
knowledge of the Pharisees thoughts was more than an ordinary man’s would have been in the 
identical situation.  He knew how much he was hated by them.  He knew how much they hated 
John the Baptist as well.  He knew all of the intricacies of their thoughts at a distance, and He 
knew that He must be wary of them.  As His time was not yet, for Him to lay His life down; and 
so He wisely departed the region of Judea.  He deliberately did this, not because He was afraid 
to die, but because His whole life was on the time-table of God, His Father, and He was privy to 
it.  The timing of all of his miraculous works, the timing of His speaking of all of His words of 
truth, all of this was done according to His Father’s will.  But it was not just all this hostility of 
the Pharisees to His ministry which caused Him to leave Judea and head over to Galilee.  Verse 4 
says, “But He needed to go through Samaria”, or as it says in the King James, more 
appropriately I believe, “And He must needs go through Samaria.”  Jesus not only 
geographically needed to go through Samaria, but He knew that it was a part of the Father’s plan 
for His life that He go through Samaria; because one of God’s own elect would meet him at this 
strategically appointed place of Jacob’s well.  There was a certain woman there whom He and 
the Father would effectually call to eternal and everlasting life.  Salvation is the gift of God. 
       You need to understand that with regard to the salvation of any person, there is a “must” 
involved; not a maybe, or perhaps, but a “must”.  Those who know the Lord must learn to think 



2 
 

in this Biblical way.  Salvation is not of man’s deciding in the first place.  Decision is involved, 
but sinful men and women will not decide savingly without God’s deciding first to extend these 
tangible spiritual blessings as we see Jesus did with this woman.  With all people, it is true, that 
in their deciding to do a thing, or not do a thing, there are many perhaps’ or maybes’, but it is 
not so with God, and it is not so with His Son.  Either God is intending to save, or He will pass 
by, but this is not for any of us to decide.  In both cases, in both salvation and in His preterition, 
God does this for His glory.  You will say to me, “Well, if what you are saying is true, then why 
should we do evangelism, or try to convince a person to saved, if we do not know if they are elect 
or not?”  “If God is going to save them, He will save them, and if He is not intending to save, He 
will not.”  I answer - You might as well ask, “Why does God do all that He chooses to do?”  Why 
did He create man?  Why did He permit the Fall?  Why did He allow the Devil to come into the 
garden and tempt Eve?  The Bible’s answer is that God did all to fulfill His holy purposes.  He 
does all that He does for His own pleasure, and for His own glory; not yours or mine.   Therefore 
we preach and evangelize because God wants His gospel to come to all men.  He commands that 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins be preached to all nations.  He does love the whole world 
of mankind sinners, and His secret purposes in election do not taint that general love which is 
evidently found in the gospel.  Christ will give “of the water of the fountain of life freely to him 
who thirsts.”  And yet no man really thirsts for God until grace comes to him.   
       You should understand simply this, that it does not glorify God, or answer all of His holy 
purposes, to save each and every person from their sins.  It is not as though He does not have the 
power to do so.  But according to His infinite wisdom, He has perfectly determined what will 
demonstrate the glory of His justice and show forth the riches of His grace and mercy, the most.  
In not saving the many who will perish in their sins, God is plainly declaring that sin is all man’s 
fault.  He is not the author of sin. If people perish in their sins, it is because of their own 
wickedness and stubbornness of heart. And because He is God, He must punish sin.  Sin is the 
very antithesis of His being; it is the thing that He hates. But He is not obligated to save any 
person from their sins.  It is the good purpose of His will that He has chosen to show mercy to an 
innumerable number of unworthy sinners; and He will save them.  But it will not be by that 
fallen person’s own decision, wisdom, or strength, that He will save them.  That would not bring 
glory to Him.  Rather, salvation, He has determined, will be by His precious and powerful, wise 
and holy purpose to show mercy where He will, and to harden, or leave to themselves, whom He 
will.  In the salvation of His elect, God does not by-pass the will of man; rather He draws the 
sinner to Himself and then ever-so-amazingly changes their heart to see their need of Christ.  
They come to see Christ, and their being saved by Him as desirable and necessary.  Salvation is 
the gift of God. This will become obvious in the sermon as I go along, but listen to what the 
Apostle Paul says in Romans Chapter 9, verse 22 – “What if God, although willing to 
demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction?”  “And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon 
vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not 
from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.”  “As He says also in Hosea, "I will call 
those who were not My people, ‘My people,’ and her who was not beloved, ‘beloved.”  “As He 
says also in Hosea: ‘I will call them My people, who were not My people, and her beloved, who 
was not beloved.”  “And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My 
people,’ there they shall be called sons of the living God.” (NASB)   
       This was what Jesus was about to do; He was going to call one of His elect people to Himself, 
one who was not a Jew.  This is the method, by the way, that God uses with the calling of all of 
His people.  He chooses, even before time began, and then He calls at a certain time, in time and 
space, during the life of that person.  It is the time of His choosing as well.  So let us very 
carefully look and see that Jesus came to the city of Sychar in Samaria because He knew that one 
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of God’s elect people was there, and because He knew that the Father would draw her there to 
Jacob’s well at precisely the right time; the time when Jesus was there alone, waiting for a drink.   
Salvation is the gift of God.  Verse 6 says that Jesus, “being wearied from His journey, sat thus 
by the well.”  It was about the 6th hour; it was high noon.  It was hot, and Jesus was thirsty.  
Behold the man; tired and thirsty, and wearied from His journey.  Jesus was a real man with real 
needs while He walked here upon the earth.  The disciples had gone into the city to buy food.  
And they may have even passed by her on the way into town without saying a word to her.  But 
now she comes up to the well and finds this one man sitting there near it.  Notice now, that the 
salvation of a soul is always at Christ’s initiative.  Divine providence had brought these two 
together at this particular time and place.  In this case Jesus says only 4 words, and they are a 
request – “Give me a drink.” Our Lord is the Master of all of His words; never one word 
misspoken.  He would use the issue of thirst and having that thirst quenched become the catalyst 
to His telling her about how she could find and obtain living water; the water of everlasting life.  
He does not dramatically state to her that He is the Messiah; He simply asks her for a drink.  He 
asks her to do something that she knows will violate the cultural norms of that day.  He knows 
that when He asks this question it will bring to her mind a question concerning the obvious.  
“How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”  And then this 
explanation from John – “For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.”   
       Now, I think that you can see the issue can’t you?  She is saying that there is a racial issue 
involved here, and Jesus is in her “territory”.  Samaritans were the mixed-race inhabitants of the 
land whom Esarhaddon, the most powerful of the Assyrian kings, in 677 B.C. brought from 
Babylon and other places, and he settled them in the cities of Samaria, instead of the original 
inhabitants who had been removed into captivity.  These strangers later amalgamated with the 
Jews still remaining in the land, and gradually abandoned their old idolatry and partially 
adopted the Jewish religion.  After the return from the captivity, the Jews in Jerusalem refused 
to allow them to take part with them in the rebuilding of the temple, and hence sprang up an 
open enmity between them.  They erected a rival temple on Mt. Gerizim, which however, was 
destroyed by a Jewish king in 130 B.C.  They then built another at Shechem, but this enmity 
between the Jews and the Samaritans continued in the time of our Lord; the Jews having no 
dealings with the Samaritans. Well, this leads us to a second thought about how you obtain 
everlasting life:  
 2ndly – You must understand Who is offering you this gift of everlasting life, and 
ask Him for it.  
       Verse 10 – “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 
water.”  Now you notice here that Jesus does not address her question on the racial issue, or the 
differences in their religion, at all.  He knows that there is something much more important to 
address.  It is the issue of Who He is.  The differences in religious views between people are 
important.  It is important whether you are a Roman Catholic or a Protestant.  It is important 
whether you are a Baptist or a Paedo-Baptist.  But it is much more important than either that 
you know who Jesus is.  He is the Lord of glory, the only Savior of sinners, and the only way to 
eternal and everlasting life.  Let us resolve when we are trying to witness to people that we will 
stick with the main issue – Who Jesus is, and why He came into the world; to save sinners like 
you and me.  The other issues can be talked over and dealt with in a Biblical way if a person has 
their eyes opened in the New Birth to see who Jesus is.  That is the most important thing, in 
witnessing to people, because if they see correctly who Jesus is and why He came, then they will 
begin to question whether they need Him to be their Savior.  Jesus says to her that if she knew 
who He was, she would have asked Him for living water.  She says to Him in verse 11, “Sir, You 
have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.”  “Where then do You get that living water?”   
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Now you will notice that she does not understand the difference between the literal physical and 
literal spiritual in Jesus’ words.  This is often the case with those who are close to the kingdom, 
but not yet in it.  Even when the Lord is striving with them, to show them their need of salvation, 
they still have many questions.   
      You, dear Christian, when you witness must take the time to answer those questions and 
explain the picture language of the Bible in a way that it can be understood.  Jesus is the water of 
life; He is the bread of life, He is the Rock of our salvation, He is the Light of the World, He is the 
Door to eternal life, He is the Eternal Word.  All of these descriptive titles have meaning.  If 
understood, they open the door to understanding the gospel better.  Jesus is uniquely different 
from every other man who has ever lived; He alone is able to save from sins and to give the gift 
of eternal life, because He alone is fully God and fully man.  Jesus, according to the metaphorical 
picture language of water, bread, Rock, Light, Door, and Word, portrayed to the mind and heart 
of the one who He is speaking to, aspects of saving truth which relate to what He will spiritually 
become to the one believing in Him.  He satisfies spiritual thirst for truth, spiritual hunger for 
righteousness, the need for spiritual strength being given to be given to do God’s will, the need 
for light to illumine our darkness and the door opened to eternal life so that we can walk through 
it by faith in Christ.  Jesus made this statement about His being able to give her living water, so 
sincerely and so meekly, that she was beginning to realize that she was dealing with someone 
who was quite different from all the other Jews that she had chanced to meet in her lifetime.  
Matthew Henry says: “He assures her of what He would have done for her if she had applied to 
Him: “He would have given her (and not have upbraided her as she had done to him) living 
water.” “By this living water is meant the Spirit, who is not like the water in the bottom of the 
well; for some of which he had asked, but like living water.”   
       She still does not understand.  She says in verse 11, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and 
the well is deep.”  “Where then do you get that living water?” “Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”  
Yes, dear lady, Jesus is infinitely greater than Jacob.  The Lord Jesus was the ladder that Jacob 
saw which reached from earth to heaven on the night in which he was converted. And Jesus 
could have easily pointed out to her that Jacob was not her  
father”, or the “father” of the Samaritans, but only of the Jews.  And yet, our Lord Jesus does not 
reprove her when she says these things.  He does not focus on these issues, quite yet, with her 
and disrupt the good witness that He is bearing to her.  He is going to wonderfully show her His 
ability to save her from all of her sins.  He will show her Himself first, and then He will show her 
herself afterwards.  She does not understand that He has no need of anything to draw with, 
spiritually, in order to give her the living water of eternal life.  He is that life.  Let us take heart, 
dear Christians, that Jesus is everything that He claims to be, and will do everything that He 
promises to do.  There is nothing lacking in Him either to save or to satisfy the thirsty soul.  He 
is greater than any man who has ever lived; greater than any man who will ever live.  It is no 
wonder that this woman wondered.  This man was either exaggerating what He was saying to 
her, or He was telling her the truth.  This is why she challenged what Jesus was saying by asking 
if He were greater than Jacob.  He was giving her glimpses of His greatness and glory without 
showing an ounce of pride.  Truly this holy greatness.  Truly this was His loving mercy to her, a 
woman who did not deserve it.  This is how it is in the salvation of any person; Christ must come 
to us and reveal Himself to us.  In Matthew 11: 27, Jesus says: “All things have been delivered to 
Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father.”  “Nor does anyone know the 
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”  Let me ask you, all 
who listen to me now, Do you know the Son?  Has He willed to reveal Himself to you?  If He has, 
you know what a source of eternal comfort and good hope that He has given to you.  You know 
that He is enough, and has enough grace, to supply all of your spiritual needs in regard to 
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forgiveness, acceptance with God, righteousness to be clothed in, and life and grace and peace to 
satisfy you for all of eternity.  Let your heart rejoice.  He has become to you a never ending 
source of life and blessing unto all eternity.  The good work that He has begun He will sustain 
and carry on to completion.  You will be forever blessed because you know the gift of God and 
the one who says to you: “Give me a drink”.  Now that He has given you living waters, He knows 
that you now want to bear witness to His grace and satisfy His thirst to see you become all that 
God would have you be in accordance with His word; holy, faithful, joyful, and fruitful in service 
to Him.  Is this what you have, dear Christian.  Then rejoice forevermore! 
And then 3rd - You should understand that when this gift is received, it will become 
in you a fountain of water, springing up to eternal life. 
       Verse 13 says: Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks of this water will thirst 
again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give Him will never thirst.”  “But the water 
that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”  
All believers who are here this morning, listen to me.  The living waters, the influences of the 
Holy Spirit which have been given to you when you were first converted to Christ, are not simply 
a spiritual well outside of yourself that you must continually go to, to draw water out, so that you 
will be refreshed in your spiritual thirst. Neither are these living waters, after you are 
regenerated and come to Christ for salvation, to be found by looking within yourself for the 
strength to do God’s will.  You do not need a “second blessing”.  You do not need to be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit over again after you have been converted.  The object in living to the glory of 
God and enjoying Him forever, comes to be realized more and more by praying to be full of the 
Spirit; to by faith in Christ the gift, and by faith in Christ the giver, to drink deeply of His grace 
day by day.  Ephesians 5: 18 - “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 
with the Spirit.”  “Be being filled with the Holy Spirit”, it says in the original Greek.  This filling 
takes place by your looking outside of yourself in faith to Christ to satisfy you.  It is the chief end 
of man to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  The way to find this fulfillment, this day by day 
satisfaction, this delight in doing God’s will, is to seek to have your spiritual thirst quenched by 
turning to the Living Christ and asking Him to give you a fresh taste of the water of His life every 
day.  On the Lord’s Day, it is to come to church expecting that there will be many people, 
gathered together, drinking deeply of the water of life, experiencing the working of the Holy 
Spirit here in our midst during the preaching of the word.  And these Spirit-filled people are 
delighting in the fellowship that they have with one another in all their drinking from the 
fountain of Christ. It says in Psalm 36, verse 7 says: “How precious is Your lovingkindness, O 
God!”  “Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.”  “They 
are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, and You give them drink from the river 
of Your pleasures.”  “For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.”  Here, in the 
gathered church is where we, together, drink deeply of river of God’s pleasures, knowing that 
Christ the fountain of life is here to give us spiritual nourishment and strength.  In the light of 
His word preached we see light. 
       I hope that you are now beginning to understand the truth of the Spirit’s working in your 
heart. It is true that these living waters are there in your heart because the Father and the Son 
have sent the Spirit to you when you first believed.  It is true that this fountain of Christ Himself 
is always there within your heart, because the Holy Spirit has been given to you, never to leave 
you forever.  He Himself is actually present there, at all times, within your heart.  This living 
water springing up to eternal life is His continual working there in your heart to satisfy your 
spiritual longings, to be more like Christ and to be more pleasing to God.  But just because you 
have this fountain does not mean that you cannot sin in your heart and thus pollute the waters 
of grace, or diminish their force by your sinful attitudes, or words, or actions.  “Do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit,” it says in Ephesians 4: 30, “by whom you were sealed until the day of redemption.”  
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How can I grieve Him, you ask?  You will grieve Him if you let any bitterness, wrath, anger, 
clamor, or evil speaking dwell in your mind and heart.  You will grieve Him if you are not “kind 
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another even as God in Christ has forgiven you.”  
Next week we will see how Jesus could not give this woman the living waters that He had been 
speaking about until He had first brought her to conviction of her sins.  All who are Christians 
should realize that every day you have the privilege of drinking from the fountain of life.  See to 
it that you do so, through your prayers for grace and your asking to be filled with God’s Spirit.  I 
hope that you will always remember, dear Christian, and that you will always rejoice in it, that 
when you were saved a work of regeneration took place there in your heart.  You were not only 
given spiritual life by being quickened and made spiritually alive by the Spirit, but a fountain of 
spiritual waters was planted there.  Christ in you will never leave you, nor forsake you.  Christ in 
you is the hope of glory.  But never take this blessed reality for granted, but drink deeply of His 
Spirit’s influences and glory in His powerful working as it says in Song of Solomon 4: 12.  “A 
garden enclosed is my sister my spouse, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.” And in verse 15, 
Christ’s Bride, His Church is described as, “a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
streams from Lebanon.”  When Christ asked for a drink from this woman, He knew that he could 
not find satisfaction and refreshment and joy, in His Spirit dwelling in her heart, until He could 
wash it and cleanse it with the washing of water with His word.  Once He did this, His Spirit 
could plant the fountain there which would spring up to eternal life.  But the Lord Jesus is 
always faithful to His promise.  He is tenderhearted towards needy sinners.  If you will ask Him, 
He will give you living water.   
         


