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How can our Lord Jesus Christ, our heavenly Bridegroom, say in verse 4 that His beloved Bride is as 
beautiful as Tirzah, lovely as Jerusalem, and awesome as an army with banners?  It is because His 
Bride is His Church, the City which is set on a hill that cannot be hidden.  She is Zion the City of our 
God, and she is one, but she is made up of many members.  The Bride of Christ is His dove, His 
perfect one.  And she is beautiful to Him because she is composed of many believers, who are very 
different from one another in their personalities and backgrounds.  And yet they are all united 
together into one mystical body which is gathered from many nations, over all of the generations of 
time from the beginning of the world to its end, when He shall one day come back for her to 
consummate the spiritual marriage.   
       Until that blessed time, she is also a spiritual army with banners.  She is the Church militant; 
waging spiritual warfare against all that is false, and all that is unrighteous.  She will become the 
Church triumphant as she is bold to preach the truth, so that her husband Christ might be made 
known to all the nations.  Even though the gospel of Christ is now opposed in many places in the 
world, the Bible tells us in a number of places that the Church shall triumph someday in her glorious 
mission; to bring Christ to the nations, and to disciple the nations.  The power of the Holy Spirit being 
poured out in a greater way in years to come shall bring this about.   
       I will speak more about this Latter Day glory of the Church in my next sermon to you, on verse 10.  
But for right now, in this time of Church history that we are in, we need to understand that these 
verses which we are studying are telling us that every Christian ought to have a high view of the 
Church in whatever state she is in; whether they are times of blessing or times of persecution.  The 
reason is, because our Lord and King does.  Our Lord Jesus loves His own Church so very much that 
He suffered, bled, and died for her.  She is that great spiritual City which He is building, and He is our 
great King and commander of all of her armies, His churches.  He shows us here in these verses that 
that it is perfectly appropriate for all Christians to honor His Church and speak well of her for her 
attempts to serve Him by His grace.    
       Since it is the goal of the whole Universal Church to try to learn what would be pleasing to Him, 
all Christians are to have a high view of the Church, because He does.  Christ sees what the Church 
does for Him, and He glories in it when it tends to His own glory and the glory of His Father.  Let’s 
think together this afternoon of the 2 things which Christ takes notice of here, which glorify Him and 
advance His kingdom.  1st of all – Christ glories in the love that the Church bears to Him. (verse 8)  
And 2nd – Christ glories in His Bride, His Church, being one, the favorite of the one who bore her. 
(verse 9)  Let’s see if we can learn the good things which our Lord would teach us about His Church, 
and what our attitude should be towards it.  Do we glory in what the Lord glories in?  Do we bless her 
whom He blesses?   
1st of all – Christ glories in the love that the many members of His Church bear to Him.   
(verse 8) 
       “There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and virgins without number.”  “My dove, my 
perfect one is the only one…” Christ as the Shepherd, Husband, and King of His Church is here 
describing His Church as one but many.  And, He is saying that within this one Church there is much 
diversity of gifts and graces in exercise.  He knows that this diversity helps her to accomplish her 
mission for her Him.  And what is her mission?  It is to glorify God through promoting His true 
worship, and the knowledge of Himself, within a local church which God has led them to.  Why should 
every true believer promote the true worship of God and seek to grow in knowledge and spread the 
truth of the word of God?  They should do so because they love Christ their Lord.  How should this 
love for Christ begin to demonstrate itself?  It begins by the new believer or the young believer 
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deliberately seeking to join an assembly of God’s people, and their making that church their church; a 
church of their own choosing.  
       This is pleasing to the Lord, to see the first love of a young believer expressed in this way.  They 
believe in the gospel and they desire to be baptized and to join the church.  This is His plan, but not all 
believers seek to do this.  Not all believers seek to cultivate their relationship to Him in relation to 
becoming a member of a local church. This is why you see these distinctions being made here.  “There 
are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and virgins without number.”  The queens are those Christian 
people who, out of love to their Heavenly Bridegroom, have willingly joined themselves to Christ and 
His kingdom; Christ and His cause.  And they are going to go about to further that cause with all of 
their strength.  They give themselves to all that the local church is doing, because they want to see 
Christ’s kingdom advance.  
       Why?  Because they realize that they have been forgiven much.  And therefore they love much.  
Because they love their Savior, their Heavenly Bridegroom, they then go on to serve God by 
attempting to spread the truth of Christ, His gospel, His glory, and the glory His kingdom to others 
around them.  They are wise with the wisdom that leads to the obedience of the truth of the 
Scriptures, and because they are wise they will attempt to win souls.  Proverbs 11: 30 – “The fruit of 
the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.”  This glorifying of God on a bigger level 
than self, is accomplished by means of the everyday believer seeing themselves as a part of something 
which is greater than themselves; or even greater their own particular family.  “He who loves father or 
mother more than Me,” Jesus says, “is not worthy of Me.”  “He who loves son or daughter more than 
Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matthew 10: 37)   
        A person who sees these things has also come to see themselves as a part of Christ’s Universal 
Church, through their conversion to Christ. And when they receive all of the truth of the word of God 
as to what they should do in living their Christian life, then they come to make a commitment to 
become a part of a local representation of this larger body of the Universal Church, laboring on behalf 
of their Master; their Heavenly Bridegroom and Friend.  They want to join a local church.  I want you 
to notice that every believer has a relationship to Christ Himself, it says here, which is either a queenly 
relationship, a concubine relationship, or they are one of the virgins in His kingly courts.   God the 
Father chose each believer before the foundation of the world, and in time and space they are called 
out of darkness and into the marvelous light of Christ.  He has chosen them and called them as 
virgins, but He would have them to become queens.   
       You remember that in the book of Esther that Vashti was chosen to be queen by King Ahasuerus 
and yet she did not live up to all that he had called her to become, and so she was deposed.  Her royal 
position was given to another, because she refused to show forth the beauty which her husband the 
king, had clothed her with.  This is the reality of the matter for all true Christians as well.  There are 
different levels of understanding and different levels of commitment to Christ and to His Church 
among all professed believers.  These commitments are sorted and evaluated by Christ Himself.  The 
young or new believer, whatever age they are, male or female, should be able to see themselves at the 
very least, as a part of Christ’s Universal Church.  They understand that Christ has loved them, and 
suffered and died for them.  They have believed in Him and have come to know the power of the Holy 
Spirit at work in their lives.   
       These are the virgins which are mentioned in our text.  And Christ glories in their having been 
chosen by the Father.  He would have them all become queens in their faith and in their works.  The 
Apostle Paul says in 2nd  Corinthians 11: 1 – “Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and 
indeed you do bear with me.”  “For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy.”  “For I have betrothed 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”  The virgin is the one 
betrothed to Christ; the queen is the one who has grown up spiritually to be able to win souls to Christ 
and to be a useful helper to Him in His kingdom.  The queens in Christ’s kingdom are those who can 
nourish and instruct and help other believers on to a greater obedience to Christ, and a greater 
commitment to the work of His kingdom.  The Apostle Paul was one of these. He says in 1 
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Thessalonians 2: 7 –“But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children.”   
       This is why the Millennium will be such a tremendous spiritual time in church history. Isaiah 49: 
22 says: “Thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, and set up My 
standard for the peoples; they shall bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders; kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers…”   
There will be literal kings and queens during that time, who will promote the kingdom of Christ in 
such a powerful and dramatic way that those who are babes in Christ, millions of new and young 
believers, spiritual virgins without number, in newly formed churches, will need to be protected from 
evil and given the spiritual milk of the word.   
       These will be spiritually nourished by the kings and queens so that they can grow steadily and 
learn to walk with Christ and glorify Him.  In our text that we are studying this afternoon, the queens 
are those who are mature and established in their faith because of their close relationship to Christ 
and his Church.  They have had great spiritual intimacy with the King of Kings, in learning and 
keeping His word.  Their commitment to Christ and to His church are established through their 
formal marriage to their King, and their efforts to promote His kingdom are bearing fruit to God.  
They are laboring to show others the great blessings and benefits of joining the local church which 
they are a part of.   
       They see the importance of a church’s having a mutually held doctrinal statement, like our 1689 
Baptist Confession.  They have not only read this statement, but they agree with those doctrines and 
they teach them to others.   They also see the importance of the consistent practice of going to church 
and taking their children with them.  They realize the importance of family worship and private 
prayer.  They also realize the importance of working together with others in the church.  They are 
eager and willing to teach others by word and by their own good example. The queens of Christ’s 
Church have realized by faith, that when they first believed in the Lord Jesus they were betrothed to 
Him.  They became a part of His spiritual body.  In this spiritual union of betrothal, they were 
baptized into the one spiritual body of Christ.   
       Turn with me over to 1st Corinthians 12: 12.  “For as the body is one and has many members, but 
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.”  “For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been 
made to drink into one Spirit.”  “For in fact the body is not one member but many.”  This is why there 
is the mention of concubines in our text.  We were all as Christians made to drink of the one Spirit, 
and we have all been baptized spiritually into the one body of Jesus Christ; His Universal Church.  We 
have all been chosen in love by the Father and by Christ, and called by the grace of God to become 
“queens in our faith”, as it were.   
       But not all are as zealous for Christ’s kingdom as they should be; neither do all Christians have the 
kind of spiritual maturity, like the queens which I have just described to you, which leads to Christ’s 
formal recognition of them in His church.  It is very sad to say this but I believe the text warrants it, 
and it is true.  Some Christians might aptly be called concubines in His kingdom; they have the 
pleasures of the spiritual bed; they have faith, and they partake of the Ordinances of the word and 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  They, too, can beget spiritual children.  But they have no formal 
relationship with a local church.  They may be shy of baptism, and not see the need in their own 
minds to formally commit themselves to a local church.   
       I want you to notice that in our text there are eighty concubines and sixty queens; more 
concubines than queens.  This shows us that there will be many people who do attempt to cultivate a 
close relationship with Jesus Christ, people who do love spiritual intimacy with their Lord, who 
nevertheless may never make it to the status of queens in Christ’s sight.  They do not desire to 
formally join a local church, or work for the advance of Christ’s kingdom in that context.  There may 
be a number of reasons for this, but I would suggest to you that it is generally not a good thing.  A 
queen is a believer who can be formally recognized and honored by Christ Himself, in connection with 
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their labors in the local church of which they are a part.  The concubine, even though having great 
gifts and a certain devotion to our Lord, is unwilling to go through the process of formally joining the 
church.  They are believers, but they do not want to be bound by what they see to be man’s 
organization and rules imposed upon their faith and their freedom.   
       Therefore, although they may come to church, they will not join the church.  And yet, we must see 
here from our text, the wonderful mercy of the Heavenly Bridegroom, that Christ does not disown 
them.  He does not approve of their independence from formal connection with His Church.  Indeed 
He may even use their service to Him for His own glory.  If this were not so, they would not be 
mentioned here in such a seemingly good light as they are.   
       But queens, concubines, and virgins without number speak to us of differing degrees of 
knowledge, of having given different degrees of honor conveyed to them, and differing levels of 
experience of relationship with Christ Himself.  All this exists within the kingly courts of our Lord’s 
Church.  The application ought to be obvious.  Do you look at things the way that Christ looks at 
them?  Are you willing to lay your selfish life down to take up the cross and follow Christ within the 
context of formal membership in a local church?  If you are, you need not be afraid of the formal 
evaluation of your testimony by a church or a pastor which requests it.   
       You will want to learn and grow in the context of formal commitment and church membership 
because you see that it is the process by which the Lord gives you the greater privilege of being a 
worker together with others in Christ’s institution of the New Testament Church; the kind of work 
where your reward will be very great in the Day of Judgment during your personal evaluation by our 
Lord Himself at that time.  I hope that not one of us will rest satisfied in being one of the King’s 
concubines, if that is what we are, but let us press on to hope that He will raise us up to be His queens; 
those who will have the greater honor, both now, in their work for Him, and on the Day of Judgment.  
Let us understand that Christ glories in His Church and let us live up to all of our spiritual privileges.   
2nd – Christ glories in His Bride, His Church, being one, the favorite of the one who 
bore her.  (verse 9) 
       Verse 9 says: “My dove, my perfect one, is the only one, the only one of her mother, the favorite of 
the one who bore her.”  “The daughters saw her and called her blessed, the queens and the 
concubines, and they praised her.”  This verse indicates that Christ glories in His whole Church, as He 
sees her as one Church; all those elect believers who He has purchased with His precious blood at the 
cross.  He glories in the fact that she is His dove, His perfect one; she is  seen by Him as clothed in His 
righteousness, and He considers all the prayers of all of His churches and individual believers as 
sweet, as it says in Song of Solomon 2, verse 14.  “O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret 
places of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is 
lovely.”    
       The Church, as Christ thinks about her collectively, as He considers her in each and every 
generation, and in all generations, is very precious and beautiful to Him.  And He is very pleased 
when all of His people, whether they are of the status of virgins, or queens, or concubines, get a vision 
of her as she really is.  The Jerusalem above is termed, “the mother of us all” in Galatians 4: 26.  Paul, 
in the context of that passage is showing us that 2 covenants are represented in the persons of Sarah 
and Hagar.  The 2 covenants are the law, proceeding from Mt. Sinai, which gives birth to bondage, 
which is Hagar.  And the gospel of Christ’s grace, which corresponds to the Jerusalem which is above.  
Paul says that those who are under that New Covenant through Christ, are free from the bondage of 
the law.   
       But I hope that you see who the mother is, in this case.  It is the Holy Spirit who was sent down 
from heaven to the Apostles and Prophets of the early Church, that “mothered” the Church on the Day 
of Pentecost.  Christ gave to His Apostles the gospel through His words, His life, His death, and His 
resurrection.  And then He sent the Holy Spirit, down to them from heaven, so that they could preach 
and write the words of the New Testament.  The Church is the only one of her mother, the favorite of 
God the Holy Spirit, the one who bore her.  “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
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living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of the sprinkling that 
speaks better things than that of Abel.”  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”  This 
is the mother of us all – The Jerusalem above; the Apostles who have gone to heaven, and the Holy 
Spirit who was sent down to give us the 2nd birth and baptize us into the one true Church.  Let us, the 
daughters of such a mother, praise and honor our Lord for revealing to us the glory of the Church.    


