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Luke 15:11, hop along with me as we read a couple different sections here. Verse 11, 

“11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled 
his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” 

We'll move on down to verse 20,

“20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And 
bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And 
they began to be merry.”

Now, look down with me again down to verse 32 and the father says to the older brother 
here, “It was meet,” it was right, it was the only right thing,

“32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.”
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As we've mentioned already, we're in the middle of a series here. We've looked at the 
passage two times already. In my mind, it feels like more than that but it was partly 
because I was all geared up and ready to go with that third message and I came down 
with the flu. Wow, that was quite an experience but thankfully we all got through it 
together. But we've been looking at this well-known story. We call it the story of two 
sons and even more specifically, the story of two lost sons. They are both lost and we've 
been considering this as far as how God's grace changes us as individuals but there is 
something else that really is being alluded to here and it is to confront or to remind us 
how the grace of God changes the way we look at each other and our relationships with 
each other. It really establishes and forms a new community and society and how we look 
at people that are from very different backgrounds than us, different categories, as well as 
looking at each other from a perspective of such unity and commonality.

Now, one of the things that really is pretty plain out in front of us here and for us today as 
we prepare to observe the Lord's Table this morning, it really will be the focal point. I'm 
not here to say that it's the focal point of the whole passage, the whole story, but for us 
today we want to really focus on something that interconnects with the larger story arc of 
Scripture and that is our original and our natural condition, that being of exiled or away 
from where we're supposed to be. Exile and homecoming. Look with me at the central 
part of the story there where the younger brother, he goes to the father and demands his 
inheritance. We've discussed, as far as how preposterous that would have actually 
sounded to our Lord's original hearers of this story, and he basically says, “I want the 
father's things but, Dad, I don't want you anymore. I want you to leave me alone,” and he 
leaves the father and the father's family and he gets himself in all kinds of trouble, doesn't 
he? He experiences the pain of his choices and then what do we see? This really tends to 
be the part of this story that people focus on the most: he's away from the father and away 
from his home life and then he comes back and he comes back and we see the son 
brought back to the family in this tremendous reunion. This party now is thrown for him 
and it says they celebrated and later on the father defends this to the older brother. He 
says, “Of course we did this. My son was dead and he's alive again. He was lost 
completely and now he's found. We had to celebrate.” That's what it says down in verse 2 
that we should make merry, we should celebrate. 

To really get our bearings about this, you look back to verse 2 of the chapter here in Luke 
15 and part of the whole context is our Savior was welcoming sinners. The Pharisees, the 
religious class, this has really gotten their attention and they say, “This man receiveth,” 
that really is the idea, that's the visual of him welcoming them and it is that whole 
concept of people being far from where they're supposed to be and being welcomed back. 
Really, it is the picture here of us all whether we identify ourselves more with the elder 
brother and the culture and background pertaining to that or the young brother, it really 
doesn't matter. This really does serve up for us as a visual and a picture for all of us as far 
as what needs to happen for us if it hasn't happened already. It really is a common 
observation that psychologically and emotionally speaking, that all of us as humans are 
plagued with this chronic kind of home-sickness. Do you know what I mean? And we'll 
try to flesh this out a little bit more as we go along, it's the reality that we are never 
settled and at home in this world, that in our natural state, just the way we come into this 
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world and the way that we gravitate toward the things that don't satisfy the deepest 
longings of our hearts. We have desires and longings that are at odds, we have genuine, 
sincere longings that at odds with our ongoing experience in this life and the things we 
end up living for. 

So, this is the whole point and then we'll seek to really expound on it and unfold it as we 
go along in the next few minutes: we are estranged from home but Jesus can bring us 
back. That is the whole point: Jesus brings us home. Now, there are three aspects to this 
and it's pretty simple as far as the features of this story: first of all, it's away from home; 
2. the search; 3. back in the family. So, first of all: away from home. We see this played 
out in the story well enough and I’ve already recapped it for us but it is much larger than 
just what we have as the story of the two sons here and what our Lord was actually 
getting at. This ties into the whole overarching narrative of Scripture. I won't have you 
turn to the book of Genesis but you can if you want to, but we won't really be reading or 
quoting any particular verse there but at the very beginning, Genesis, of course, is the 
book of our beginnings. Not just Adam and Eve but it's where the human race, us, where 
we all got our start and in the very beginning, we see what man and woman, what 
mankind were actually made for and what was that? You don't have to all say it at once.

(…) That's part of it and I think over here there was another..what was that? Yeah, 
fellowship with God, being with God and we have there the description of the Garden of 
God and there the first couple are there and what are they doing? They're enjoying the 
company and presence of God and they're there for God to enjoy them. I mean, when you 
really try to get your mind around this, that was, it wasn't just where God just so 
happened to get started with them, that was God's perfect plan and what they and we as a 
human race were intended for. Think of this with me: that was our home. Not just their 
home, that was our place of design. That was where what we were suited for the most. 
That is what a home is: it's what suits you; it's where you're most comfortable, right? 
That's what home is supposed to be and family and everything along with it. It's where 
you go to relax at the end of the day. It's where you go and you find the people that 
accept you no matter what for who you really are. In the confines of your own family and 
home life, it's where you have to put on airs, hopefully, the least or not at all. Right? This 
is the way it is.

Think of it also, though: for Adam and Eve, how much it was that they interacted with 
God. It says that God would come to them in the cool of the day and he would walk with 
them. How long has it been since we've really dwelt on that? What that was actually like 
for them. The Garden and the fellowship, communion, with God, it would have touched 
all their beauty sensors. Think of it: for the Garden and everything that went along with 
it, it was good and perfect in every possible way. God was with them in the deepest and 
most satisfying way possible and how fulfilling it must have been for them to know God 
in such a face-to-face and personal kind of manner. Think of this with me: for them to 
know him in that way, to have been comforted by the hand of God, to have been 
instructed by the counsel of God, to have been thrilled by the love of God. There would 
have been, what I’m trying to get at, is there would have been no gap, no possible way in 
which somehow there was a part of their hearts that were kind of desensitized and not 
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being able to know, love and experience him in that way. And how ultimately fulfilling it 
must have been.

Of course, we don't dwell on that a whole lot. You might ask, “Well, why did they go 
ahead and blow it?” Have you ever wondered that? I did and especially in preparing this 
message. Well, we don't have the full answer to that but they did and that is really the 
next point. Adam and Eve, they did exactly what the younger brother is described as 
doing in the story, they saw what was offered to them and in front of them and they 
decided they had a better idea. For Adam and Eve, it was the whole idea that, “Hey, we 
think we can run this whole operation better on our own, being our own gods.” It's 
precisely what their thinking was and where their hearts were.

So, they are thrust out of the Garden, they are exiled by their own choice, uprooted from 
life and acceptance and fellowship with their Creator, Father, God. Now, the truth is, as 
far as all of us in every sense, this sums up as well so much of the Bible story that people 
now in their natural state now, are away from God. They are in exile away from him. 
They have sinned themselves out of God's kingdom and safety and protection of his rule 
and reign and fatherhood in their lives. Of course, the actual telling of the story 
throughout Scripture really stresses this a whole lot: the establishment of the nation of 
Israel, deliverance of them out of Egypt, and bringing them into the land, establishing 
them as God's very own people. Then, we have it on a small scale or a smaller scale 
earlier on in their history and then finally it reaches ahead and this is a huge part of the 
whole Old Testament storyline, right? The fact that they finally come to the point where 
they completely abrogate their covenant with God and then what? It's our word so far this 
morning: and then exile, separated from him and all the terms and blessings of his 
covenant.

Now, that sums up a whole lot and I encourage, challenge us as we read Scripture that we 
look at that but we also look for what else it point us to on a deeper level. We are in exile 
and we can sense this even as Christians as well but especially before people come to 
faith in Christ that there is this sense of them being far from what God has intended for 
them, away from home in the words of the song, come back to us. Do you ever remember 
a time when you were especially home-sick? Maybe when you were young? Maybe a 
pre-teen or adolescent or young adult? I remember I went away to college in the mid-
1980s and I was pretty young as far as other kids my age. I was 17 and went a long ways 
away from home to college. I lived in a dormitory and college life was exciting for a 
number of reasons but after a little while and after the act of coming home, not coming 
home but it really sinking in as far as the workload and everything else and there were 
times where, wow, really, really, that settled in on me that so many of the things that I 
resorted to for comfort up to that point they weren't quite there anymore or they weren't 
there. I was stuffed in a dorm room maybe the size of the front part of this platform with 
three other guys, two of which could prove themselves obnoxious beyond expression. I 
say that very nicely and in good humor. And there have been times where you just miss 
just the normal, mundane parts of home and home-cooked meals and so on. I remember 
especially when I'd get a letter either from home or friends back home and you know this, 
you've gone through this as well. Or even a care package. Thinking about what Don said 
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about Jenny brought this to my mind as well. And when you get that, wow, it was this 
reminder that yeah, there are people out there that really care about me and it was an 
encouragement yet at the same time, it would remind you of all the other things that you 
were prone to miss from home.

Now, bear with me on this, when it comes to our living down here on planet earth and in 
light of what we just looked at, as far as what God's original intent for his creatures, for 
his people that he actually made them and created them, ordained them to bear his image 
but even more than that, to actually enjoy fellowship and company and to actually know 
him as their very own Father and know his family life and what has happened. The acute 
reminders of how far away we are from that and let's not back away from this. A number 
of particular ways that we can see this: first of all, when it comes to death. When death 
strikes close to home to us and when we stand beside the casket of a loved one or a close 
friend or at the grave site of somebody that meant a great deal to us in one way or 
another, we know deeply that it wasn't supposed to be that way. You know, we live in a 
day where people try to somehow reconcile it and say, “Well, you know, we're not much 
more than animals and when animals, when they die, their bodies go into the ground and 
it just serves and contributes to the whole circle of life. They become fertilizer for the 
grass and it helps sustain the whole ecosystem and life for other creatures.” And you 
know, people actually try to look at human death in the same kind of way to lessen the 
blow to it. We have to know, you have to know that that's not the way it is at all. When 
you bury your mother or your child or your best friend, it is a reminder that this is 
precisely the way it's not supposed to be, that we are away from home and life as God 
had intended. It's a reminder of how life as this gift of our eternal Creator God is 
supposed to be what? Unbroken and unending.

Also, the matter of disease. Physical weakness in general or some chronic condition when 
it comes to fatigue or whatever our particular area of struggle really is. It's a reminder that 
God did not create us, he didn't get us started this way. It wasn't the way he intended it. 
Romans 8:22 says that all of creation is, really more from the perspective of believers but 
all of creation groans because of the weight of the curse that we're under, that we all 
groan. But it does give special reference to the groaning of our bodies and all of the 
created order and that we long for something, what? Something better, the full life that 
God had ordained for us but really it is another way of saying, what? It's a longing to get 
home, back to our Father God.

I was reminded of this three weeks ago. I made quick reference to this at the very 
beginning of the message, but three weeks ago, I was getting just gearing up to preach 
and it was about 10:30. It was the end of Sunday School and throughout the morning I 
knew that I didn't feel quite right but, you know how it is for most of us, we're just going 
to plow ahead and see what happens and by about 10:35, it just came all over me. When 
the flu sneaks up on you and you reach a point where, “Hey, if I keep going here, who 
knows what's going to happen. I could pass out and we could have a real exciting and 
lively time during the service.” It's really not the way that we like to draw it up, now is it? 
So, thank the Lord, Rob was available and I all of a sudden, I was just feeling horrible. 
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At first I thought, “Well, I just need to rest.” I went home and it was like the more I 
rested, the worse I felt exponentially as each hour passed. I don't know about you, but 
especially when we get extremely sick, it really raises questions for us, “Well, wow, how 
bad am I going to get? Is this the end? Is this what it's like when we're about to die.” I'm 
speaking somewhat facetiously, of course, but the bigger question is: where does it all 
come from? Why are we so prone to sickness? And why are some of us especially prone 
to chronic conditions where we feel like we're just never able to turn the corner and get to 
where we know we want to be and somehow in the back of our minds, trying to get to the 
fulfillment of what God has really created us for, the way God intended us to be and to 
live? It is sin and it is this picture, this illustration here that we're away from home. That 
is the point. The fact that we are profoundly alienated from what we were intended to 
have with our Father and his family.

If you look with me in verse 17 of Luke 15, we see this again, that this comes to the 
younger son. It says, “And when he came to himself.” It all comes down on him. It's like 
this great avalanche, if you will, of home-sickness. He realizes how foolish he had been 
and really what very likely under the surface, was this brimming ache and home-sickness, 
longing for what he had turned his back on and now it comes to him. It's like, “Yes! This 
is what I need to get back to. I need to get back home.” Here's a number of ways that this 
has been observed by Christian teachers and instructors of the Bible. But why is it that we 
have just this lingering or this sometimes under the surface, longing for something better? 
Or when we look at the terrible tragedies taking place all over the world or we look at the 
shambles of the relationships in our own family lives, people just unable to get along, and 
we look at that and what do we often conclude? Or what is our normal, our default kind 
of emotion? We're like, “Oh.” It's frustrating but we often think what? That it really 
should be better than that and that is just another form of this home-sickness. Somehow 
we know and we're wistful for something better, that the world should be able to be at 
peace, that there should be some unifying person and influence that can bring all people 
together under this joyful, everlasting relationship with God. We long for that and it 
actually explains a lot of our feelings and senses about this.

Now, #2 is the search. First of all, away from home and secondly, the search. If you look 
with me in verses 11 and following, we have the story of the two sons and it's been 
observed by some people of readers of the Bible that in many ways we wouldn't have a 
great deal in common with them but they look at this and they see a proof text for 
something that they hold to with regards to overall doctrine and they say in the story of 
the two sons, the father accepts the son back and there is no payment for the son's crimes 
or sins and people actually contend this, that the father brings him back and the son 
actually wants to pay, right? He says, “I'm not worthy to be your son any longer. I want 
to be one of your hired servants.” And the father says what? He says, “No, not on your 
life.” So, people come to this passage and say there is no animal sacrifice, the father 
refuses payment from the son and the point that they're actually trying to make is that see, 
the whole point that you Bible thumpers like to make that there always has to be an 
atonement is not found here in this passage.
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Now, what do you think about that? Is there payment? We have to understand that God in 
the writing of his Scripture uses many different ways to convey the same kind of point. 
The question: is there any payment? I would contend that there is but it needs to be 
understood in seeing the whole passage of Luke 15 together as well as the whole gospel 
narrative and throughout the whole Scripture. If you look back with me to the first two 
stories, the parable of the sheep and the parable of the coin, you have something that is 
lost and you have somebody that goes searching after what was lost. The shepherd goes 
after the sheep, the woman with the collections of coins who loses a coin and she goes 
after it, for sure. But when it comes to the story of the man with the two sons, does 
anybody go after the lost son? No, nobody does and what's up with that? Should 
somebody have gone? Or rather, who should have gone? You might say the father would 
have gone. In the Middle Eastern ancient family culture and setting, that would not have 
been the case. The father would not have gone. In fact, the way the father receives the son 
was very much contrary to what the typical Near Eastern family and the way a father 
would have acted. No, it would not have been a father, it would have been whom? It 
would have been the elder brother. It would have and the elder brother, it would have 
been the responsibility naturally of the older brother to say, “Well, Dad, my brother has 
played the part of the fool and he's rejected the family and he's out there somewhere. You 
know what? In order to preserve the family...” It would have been the eldest sibling, the 
eldest brother in the family, his responsibility, his natural concern and his right. This is 
one reason why he would get a larger portion of the inheritance because the weight of 
responsibility would have fallen on him and he would have said, “I will go find the 
younger brother and I will do what's necessary to keep the family together, to protect it 
and to preserve the family unit.” That really is the fact of what would happen.

Now, what was the problem with this? In the telling of Jesus' story, the problem is that 
the younger brother wound up with a Pharisee for a brother. It didn't serve him well at all 
and so the elder brother had no interest and no concern for going after the younger 
brother. There is a story that is told that took place during the Vietnam war, a story of an 
American soldier that was shot down in a plane or somehow went missing in action. He 
was a younger son in the family and the family found out he was missing and they did 
everything they possibly could do to locate him, going through the proper channels, and 
they never heard anything with regards to his whereabouts. Finally, the oldest son of the 
family, this really happened, he decides that he's going to find out for himself where the 
younger brother was and what happened to him. He actually went to the jungles of 
Vietnam and the word got out on both sides of the conflict of who he was and what he 
was there for and nobody dared touch him or harm him. There was this great awe and 
marvelous, incredible kind of respect that they had for him. They actually referred to him 
as, they just called him “the brother.” That is the true older brother. That's the mindset of 
somebody that takes responsibility. Somebody is out there, my own flesh and blood, my 
brother is out there and he's lost and I’ve got to do something and that is what a true elder 
brother would do. He would say, “Hey, nobody else is going to do it. I will do it.”

What's the point of drawing this out? The fact is, the elder brother in the story doesn't do 
that so what's the whole point? I hope you see it. The whole point is the fact that the elder 
brother doesn't do that, especially in the mindset of Jesus' original audience. It would 
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have opened up this large chasm, this empty spot in the story and would draw attention to 
the fact that there needs to be somebody to fill that gap and fill that role. The point of the 
story is that it's none other than Jesus himself. He is the true elder brother. There is no 
way for God to bring us back home, to actually go out and see us rescued except at the 
expense of a true elder brother, somebody that just doesn't leave his home and goes 
across the country or goes across the globe to Vietnam but he comes all the way down 
out of the Father's house in heaven, all the way down to earth and comes down at his own 
expense and he doesn't pay just money but he does whatever is necessary to pay this great 
cosmic debt of ours, his very own life. He becomes poor so that we'll, you know it, we'll 
be rich. He becomes guilty that we would become innocent and justified. He becomes 
naked that we would be clothed. He becomes rejected and when he's dragged out of the 
city of Jerusalem and taken to the hill and to the cross, he's taken out of the city like the 
scapegoat from the book of Leviticus. He's rejected that we would be accepted. And let's 
hang it all together: in order that we would be brought home. That is the whole point.

So, the last point that we want to close on here is thirdly, back in the family. First of all, 
away from home; secondly, the search; and lastly back in the family. We see this in the 
story made very clear. The younger son comes back to the father's estate, his property, 
and the father receives him and quite extravagantly. And what does he call for right 
away? Well, he calls for the robe, the best robe. Whose robe would that have been? It 
would have been the father's robe. Right? He puts his own robe on him and he lavishes 
every possible honor, not just mercy, not just forgiveness, but his honor of him as his 
very own son. But what comes right away is that he calls for what? He calls for a feast, a 
great, lavish party and he says, “It is time to celebrate. My lost son is back. My dead son 
is alive.” This is a reminder to us that the great family get-together kind of meal in that 
day especially but it's still this way today, it's the symbol of family life and communion. 
It's loaded with reminders of what we have together as a family when a family gets 
together like this.

I remember family reunions when I was growing up and a number of us cousins and 
families would get together and the biggest thing I remember probably, it wasn't just the 
playing together with the kids our own age and all that but it was what? It's what wound 
up on the table. It's all this food and really good food and a lot of it. I remember the last 
time my side of the family got together down at my sister's house and I remember sitting 
there and we were at this table that my dad had made. It actually wasn't my sister's house 
but mom and dad's house. Several years back he made this very long table. If you don't 
have a lot of people sitting at it, it's the kind of thing that just seems odd. But if you have 
good 20-25 people at it and his 13 grandchildren and everybody else there and the food 
on the table, I remember seeing the wide open eyes of my kids as they're looking at all of 
this food. It's like how in the world are all of us going to eat all of this? It's the picture 
and the reminder of families when they get together and when it's the way it should be, 
when people are rightly related to each other and we tell stories, right? And jokes and 
sometimes at each other's expense and we reminisce about the way things used to be and 
we laugh, do a lot of laughing.
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What am I getting at here? There is a parallel to this. The Bible refers to this coming day. 
Now that we're in the family, that there is this day, there is ultimate fulfillment and the 
referral of it in Isaiah 55, it says that in that day there will be a feast. Imagine what that 
will actually be like. The food that will be rolled out and the wine. I know, that offends 
some of our sensibilities but the Bible just says it for what it is. Wine, aged wine and 
everything else that goes along with it. 

Now, if we're really looking forward to this and anticipating it, there is something in our 
own practice as a church that Jesus has set up for us to help us to anticipate that day. 
Revelation 20:9 says, you know this, “Blessed are those that are coming to the marriage 
feast of the Lamb.” They are coming and oh, what a sight to see them come and imagine 
being part of that. Well, if you're a blood-washed true believer in Jesus Christ today, 
you're going to be there. You've got a seat already. Your ticket has already been secured. 
You're headed to that feast on that day. And the Bible is also clear, though, that there is 
something that we do and we're about to do it, that is to kind of whet our appetite for that. 
The table of the Lord. Oftentimes we look at this in a much more somber way than I 
actually think the Lord intended for us. There is a somberness to it, there is a sobriety that 
we take inventory of our own hearts. Absolutely, we should do that but along with it is 
the picture of a table. It's a feast table. Now, we don't feast here, an actual meal, but it is 
to remind us of that. It is to bring that whole atmosphere and that setting that we're 
together, we are back in the family and isn't it great? Let's not for a second fall into the 
trap of trying to rush through it. I mean, a traditional family reunion meal, does anybody 
rush through that? The Middle Eastern and the ancient mindset was that you'd come 
together around sundown to begin the meal and you would eat all evening. Hours upon 
hours. Nobody was in a rush to get up and away from the table. It was what everybody 
had been looking forward to for days, if not much longer than that.

So, may we be reminded that we are here to celebrate. The father was celebrating the son 
coming back to life, we have a Son, our Savior Son. God's Son, our Savior was dead and 
he's now alive and we are here to celebrate it and we're here also, we do it together and 
it's so abundantly important that we remember this, that the big part of us partaking of the 
elements is that we do it together. That's we call it a table. Paul when he wrote about this 
in Corinthians, he said, “Now just make sure that when you come together and you 
practice, that you actually do this, that you do it to strengthen each other and the whole 
unity and the condition of you as a body.” Really, there is not an argument to be made 
that somehow that we do this by ourselves. If somebody is a shut-in that is not able to 
come to the table, there really is not the value of us going to that person, just one other 
person, just going to that person so the person him or herself is able to partake of the 
table. The way it would be done is for several people to come to that person and to 
actually remember the Lord's body and partake of the table in a group body kind of 
setting. That's what it's for. It's for us to be together and as we do it this morning, may we 
be so mindful of that.

Let's all pray.
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Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you for the abundant way that you've 
made it clear to us that you've done everything of what it takes to bring us home. Lord, 
may we have truly contemplated what this means for us. Lord, for those here today that 
don't know it all that they have come home to you through faith in your Son, Lord, that 
you'd minister to them. May this answer their questions today. And, Lord, those of us as 
your people, may we take all the greater joy, may we revel all the more in you having 
brought us home. As we come to your table now, we ask for your blessing. We pray it in 
Jesus' name. Amen.
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