
 
Romans 12:9a 
Genuine Love 

 
Unmixed agape  … 
 
I. Love  
 A. The Greatest Thing  
  1. Christ in Perfection  
  2. Our Full Affections 
 B. Defined by God 
  1. Exemplified 
  2. Commanded 
  3. Illustrated 
  4. Described 
 
II. Un-hypocritically  
 A. The Supreme motive 
  1. Toward God 
  2. And Man 
 B. Tried and True 
  1. Bogus  
  2. Real 
 
III. Expressed  
 A. Unqualified 
 B. From the Heart 
 C. In Action 
 D. With Words   
 
… the preeminent virtue. 
 
Children, Listen …  
1. Did Jesus die for sinners because we loved Him or because He loved us? 
2. Are we to make sure someone loves us before we love them? 
3. Is it always easy to love people? Why or why not? 
4. What kinds of things help you know you parents love you? 
5. How did Jesus show His love for us? 
 
 
 
 

If It Comes Too Easy 
If it comes too easy it probably isn’t genuine love. That may sound cynical, but a 
close examination of true love according to the Bible calls for much more than 
just sweet spirited affections toward someone. Love requires action that is 
driven by pure motives. Ponder that alone and you will see how hard true love 
really is. Love also requires sacrifice. It is appropriate for us to associate sacrifice 
with death and pain. To love anyone, especially those who may be particularly 
challenging to us, we will have to die to self to some degree or other. When we 
see what true love really is and what is required of us according to God’s Word 
it will seem overwhelming and impossible – and in a way it is. But the amazing 
thing is as new creatures in Christ we can actually genuinely love God and 
others with the help of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. God has defined love for 
us, has shown us perfect love, commands us to love and gives us wonderful 
illustrations to show us what it looks like in His Holy Word. Un-hypocritical love 
is not ours by nature, but by the grace of God at work in us we actually can love 
others sincerely and from the heart, the way Christ loves us.  
 


