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 James 2:9-11 reads, “But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced 

of the law as transgressors.  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 

he is guilty of all.  For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill.  Now if thou 

commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” 

 

 Throughout the lengthy paragraph of James 2:1-13, James is dealing under the inspiration 

of God the Holy Spirit with the matter of practicing partiality against some in favor of other due 

to external considerations.  Specifically, in this context James is dealing with the matter of prac-

ticing partiality against the poor in favor of the rich.  Even so, James has revealed the Biblical 

truth that practicing such partiality is a sin.  Indeed, in James 2:9 God’s Word directly declares, 

“But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.”  

Yet James anticipates that there will be some who will defend their practice of partiality by 

thinking that although it is a wrong practice, it is a somewhat minor matter of sin.  Indeed, James 

anticipates that such individuals will think that James is making too much out of a fairly insignif-

icant matter.   

 

 To combat this unspiritual mindset, James presents a number of general Biblical principles 

concerning transgression against the law of God.  Indeed, as general principles these principles 

are not just applicable to the matter of practicing partiality, but are equally applicable to any mat-

ter wherein an individual may considering some wrong doing as a somewhat minor fault of 

spiritual insignificance.  These principles would apply to any unbeliever who recognizes that he 

or she has done some “wrong” things, but who does not think that he or she is a wicked sinner 

because he or she views those “wrong” things as being much less significant than some other, 

“greater” sins.  These principles would also apply to any believer who recognizes that he or she 

has done some “wrong” things, but who does not think that he or she is out of fellowship with 

the Lord because he or she views those “wrong” things as being much less significant than some 

other, “greater” unspirituality.  So then, in James 2:9-11 we find three Biblical principles con-

cerning transgression against the law of God.  First, in verse 10 we find the principle of breaking 

the law.  Second, in the opening portion of verse 11, we find the principle of offending the Lord.  

Third, in the closing portions of verse 9, verse 10, and verse 11, we find the principle of being 

under liability. 

 

I. The Principle of Breaking the Law 

 

 In James 2:10 God’s Word presents a general principle concerning breaking the law of 

God, saying, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 

guilty of all.”  Herein a hypothetical case is presented.  This hypothetical case is that of an 

individual who has been perfectly obedient to the entire law of God in every point through-

out his or her entire life, except in one single point of law on a single occasion.  In fact, this 

hypothetical case possesses no actual substance in reality, since we all have broken the law 

of God on a multitude of points and on a multitude of occasions.  Yet this hypothetical case 

does clearly reveal the principle of breaking the law.  If an individual actually were to obey 



the entire law of God fully and faithfully, except in only one point on only one occasion, 

that individual would still be guilty of breaking the law.  Such an individual would still be 

guilty as a law-breaker.  If just one link in a chain-linked chain is broken, the chain is still 

broken.  If an expensive garment acquires just one tear, no matter how long or short it may 

be, the garment is still ruined.  Even so, if we just break one commandment of God’s law, 

no matter how supposedly “small” the matter of disobedience may seem to us, we are to be 

classified as law-breakers, as criminals against the law of God.  Although we may not be 

guilty of having broken every individual commandment of the law, we nevertheless are 

guilty of having broken “the whole law” as a unit of authoritative rule and regulation for 

our lives.  Indeed, no matter which command of God’s law it is that we might disobey, by 

disobeying any one command, we are disobedient law-breakers just by disobeying that one 

command.   

 

 In the light of this principle, it is necessary for us to understand that every command of 

God’s law is spiritually important.  As such, we must not engage in the thinking that partial 

obedience to God’s law is acceptable.  We must not think that we may use our obedience to 

some commands of God’s law as a justification for disobeying other commands of God’s 

law.  We must not think that we can simply choose to obey those commands of God’s law 

that are somewhat suitable to us, while we neglect to obey those commands that are less 

suitable.  We must not think that we must certainly obey the supposedly “greater” matters 

of God’s law while we may acceptably neglect the supposedly “smaller” matters of God’s 

law.  We must not think that a disobedience against one of the supposedly “smaller” mat-

ters of God’s law is not really definable as an actual sin since it is such a supposedly 

“insignificant” matter.  Indeed, any such thinking is unbiblical and ungodly. 

 

II. The Principle of Offending the Lord 

 

 Yet there is more.  When we disobey and break even one command of God’s law, we not 

only break the law and become law-breakers; but we also offend the Lawgiver, the Lord 

God of heaven and earth.  The law of God has been authoritatively given by one Lawgiver, 

by one Lord God, by one divine Authority.  Even so, the opening portion of James 2:11 

states, “For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill.”    Indeed, the Lord 

our God who authoritatively delivered that commands, “Do not commit adultery” and “Do 

not kill,” also authoritatively delivered every other command of His law, whether suppos-

edly “great” or supposedly “small.”  Every single command of God’s law find their source 

in His own heart and mind as an expression of His own holy, righteous, and pure character 

and will.  Indeed, every single command of God’s law is founded upon the single authority 

of the single Lawgiver, the Lord our God Himself.  Even so, all of the commands of God’s 

law together present our Lord God’s authoritative will for our lives. 0 

 

 Therefore, whenever we disobey and break any one command of God’s law, no matter 

what that command may be, whether supposedly “great” or supposedly “small,” we prac-

tice disobedience against the Lord God Himself and practice a disregard for His divinely 

supreme authority over our lives.  Whenever we disobey and break any one command of 

God’s law, we not only resist the authority of a regulation, but also resist the authority of 

the Lawgiver, the Lord God Himself.  We not only violate a single command of whatever 



supposed “status,” but we also offend our Lord God’s holy character and violate our Lord 

God’s righteous will for our lives.  Any disobedience to any command of God’s law vio-

lates His will and offends His authority, no matter what the command may be.  Any 

disobedience to any command of God’s law reveals a heart of opposition to the Lord God 

Himself; for He is the Lawgiver who gave that commandment of law.  It reveals a heart of 

resistance and rejection, not only of that single command, but even more of the Lawgiver’s 

authority in giving that command.  It offends the authority of the Lord our God.  It breaks 

our relationship of obedience and fellowship with Him.  It reveals the heart of a lawbreak-

er, not only against the law, but even more against the Lawgiver.  Indeed, it reveals a heart 

that lacks genuine reverence for the Lawgiver, the Lord our God, and for His authoritative 

law.   

 

 Even so, to be right and pleasing in our Lord’s sight, we must pursue obedience unto all of 

the commands in His law; for disobedience to any one of the commands in His law is of-

fensive to Him.  Indeed, a heart of genuine obedience to God’s law will be moved by a 

singular motivation, a loving, reverential submission to the Lawgiver.  Furthermore, by 

definition such a heart of genuine obedience will pursue full and faithful obedience unto all 

of the commands in God’s law.  On the other hand, such a heart of genuine obedience will 

not simply choose to obey those commands that are more suitable, while neglecting to obey 

those that are less suitable.  In fact, when an individual chooses to obey the more suitable 

commands, while neglecting the less suitable commands, that individual reveals a heart that 

is not actually submitted unto the authority of Lord God, but is pursuing his or her own will 

and way. 

 

III. The Principle of Being under Liability 

 

 So then, with this consideration of the principle of breaking the law and the principle of 

offending the Lord, we are brought to the recognition of the principle that a lawbreaker and 

Lord-offender is under the liability of legal condemnation.  In the closing portion of James 

2:9, the statement is made, “Ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.”  

Again in the closing portion of verse 10, the statement is made, “He is guilty of all.”  Yet 

again in the closing portion of verse 11, the statement is made, “Now if thou commit no 

adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.”  Conviction, guiltiness, 

and classification as a criminal are the elements that we find in these statements.  When we 

disobey and break any command of God’s law, the law itself judges us and convicts us as 

transgressors, as lawbreakers, as criminals against the law.  As such convicted criminals, 

we stand guilty of condemnation and punishment before the Lawgiver, the Lord our God.  

It is not necessary that we break every command of God’s law in order for us to stand 

guilty of condemnation and punishment as criminal transgressors.  It is only necessary that 

we break one command of God’s law in order for us to stand guilty of condemnation and 

punishment as criminal transgressors.  We may not break the command against adultery; 

but if we break the command against murder, we are still found guilty as criminal trans-

gressors against God’s law.  Indeed, this principle is true no matter what the command may 

be that we have disobeyed and broken.  It does not matter whether our disobedience may 

concern a supposedly “great” matter or a supposedly “small” matter.   

 



 With the Lord our God and His righteous law, any disobedience brings us under conviction 

as transgressors and makes us guilty of condemnation.  As such, we stand “guilty of all.”  

Now, this phrase does not mean that disobeying and breaking one command of God’s law 

makes us guilty of also having violated every other individual command of God’s law.  

This does not mean that when an individual breaks the command against murder that he or 

she in that instant also becomes guilty of having broken the command against adultery.  

Nor does this mean that disobeying and breaking any one command of God’s law is equally 

as spiritually damaging and destructive to one’s character or to society as disobeying and 

breaking any other command might be or as disobeying and breaking every other command 

might be.  Rather, since the word “guilty” carries the idea of being “in or under the power 

of,” this means that any disobedience to any command of God’s law brings us under the 

condemning power of God’s whole law as a singular unit of authority.  This means that 

disobeying and breaking any one command of God’s law does not simply make us guilty as 

lawbreakers of a singular command, but makes us lawbreakers of the law itself as a unit of 

authority over our lives.  As such, we are found guilty as criminal transgressors under the 

condemning authority of the whole law. 

 

 Even so, any disobedience to any command places us in a spiritual position wherein we are 

not acceptable and not right with the Lord our God.  For the unsaved individual, this means 

that any disobedience to any command defines him or her as being truly lost spiritually in 

sin and as being truly under the condemnation of God’s wrath.  For the saved individual, 

this means that any disobedience to any command defines him or her as being truly out of 

fellowship with the Lord and as being truly under the sinful influence of the flesh.  There 

are no exceptions to this principle.  There is no disobedience or law-breaking of any sort or 

of any matter that is not worthy of condemnation and punishment.  Furthermore, no amount 

of obedience can erase our guiltiness for any single act of disobedience.  In order to walk in 

a manner that is pleasing unto our Lord, we must pursue obedience unto all of the com-

mands in His law for our lives without choosing some and neglecting others, without 

classifying some as important and others as insignificant.  In addition, when we have diso-

beyed and broken any one of the commands in God’s law, no matter supposedly “great” or 

“small,” we must come unto broken-hearted repentance thereof.  Just as we must not think 

that some commands are more insignificant commands and that disobedience to them are 

not really significant as sins, even so we must not neglect to repent of these sins as if they 

are not spiritually significant enough for whole-hearted and broken-hearted repentance.   


