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Introduction: *  The greatest sermon ever preached – The Sermon on the Mount 
   *  What does it take to Know God? 
   *  Shortly after the sermon was preached, a scribe approached Him: 
    “I will follow you wherever you go!” 
    “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son  
     of Man has no where to lay His head.” 
    Point? – There is a cost associated with following Jesus. 

I. The World will Hate Us – so Love One Another 
a. 1 John 3: 13 – “Do not be surprised brothers, that the world hates you.” 
b. The World Hated Jesus (He came to His own, but His own did not receive Him.” 
c. John 15: 18 – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” 
d. Source of amazement that Jesus – who did only good – aroused so much hatred 

that the folks in charge came to the inescapable conclusion that they must kill 
Him. 

e. Luke 21: 17 – “The world will hate you on account of me.” 
f. As you look through history, it has always been a struggle to be a believer in 

Christ.  The United States of America is an anomaly. 
g. Egyptian Christians –  
h. 1 John 3: 13 – “Don’t be surprised if the world hates you.” 
i. 1 John 5: 19 – “We know that we are from God, and that the whole world lies in the 

power of the evil one.” 
j. What should we expect from the world 
k. John 16: 33 – “I have said these things so that in me you may have peace.  In the 

world you have tribulation.  But take heart I have overcome the world.” 
l. What about Cain and Abel – a metaphor for the world and the things of God 

II. Love Expressed is Tangible 
a. He Laid His life down for us 

i. 1 John 3: 16 – “By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us.” 
ii. Left to ourselves, God would have a problem with all of us – 

1. There is none righteous – Rom 3:10 
2. All of we like sheep have gone astray – Isaiah 53:6 

iii. Instinctively we know this and try to resolve the issue through good deeds- 
but God does not work on that system.   

1. For by grace are you saved though faith.  And this is not from 
yourselves, it is a gift from God, not the result of good deeds so that 
no one can boast.” Ephesians 2: 8,9 

2. Our only hope is through faith in Christ – John 3:16 
3. Believe the bad news, believe the good news, turn from our own 

inadequate efforts, turn to God 
III. Take Away 

a. 1.  What is your expectation of the world?  2. Don’t give up (salt and light) 
b. 3.  As Christ was tangible and generous with you, be tangible and generous for 

Him  4.  Be prepared for a cost associated with following Jesus 


