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“Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has 

come” (v. 10). 

Introduction: Reasons for Judgment 

“The kings of the earth”— 

(1) Have “committed sexual immorality,” which is spiritual rebellion and—  

(2) Have “lived in luxury with her,” which is idolatry—the desire to find fulfillment and sat-

isfaction in worldly pleasures rather than in God. 

“Her” refers to the Babylonian whore seated on the beast. 

I. Background 

1. The great city is Jerusalem (comp. 11:8 and 17:18, see Isa. 1:10). 

2. God’s plan for national Israel (represented by Jerusalem) was that she should be His light to 

the nations, being God’s faithful witness and showing the world His greatness and glory. 

“‘You are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and my servant whom I have chosen, that you 

may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor 

shall there be any after me. I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior’” (Isa. 43:10, 

11). 

“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep 

you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations” (Isa. 42:6). 

3. The intention of the Lord was that national Israel would be that servant. 

a. However, national Israel broke covenant with Yahweh and forfeited her privilege. 

b. Therefore, God raised up the true Israel of God in His Son, Jesus Christ, in order to fulfill 

His purpose through Christ’s body, the church.  

II. Spiritual Adultery 

1. Israel’s failure to keep faith with her God  

“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then 

this people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are 

entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have made with them. Then 

my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide my face 

from them, and they will be devoured’” (Deut. 31:16, 17). 

a. Jerusalem is called the Babylonian whore because she broke covenant with her God by 

committing spiritual adultery with other gods (Isa. 1:4–6, 21). 

Pagans cannot commit spiritual adultery with God because they never had a spiritual rela-

tionship with God.  

“Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my contention, O priest. You 

shall stumble by day; the prophet also shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy 



your mother [Jerusalem]. [Why?] My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because 

you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have for-

gotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children” (Hosea 4:4–6). 

b. It is the priest’s duty to teach the people about their God and His ways. 

That is why in the New Covenant every child of God is a “royal priest” in order for them 

to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who called them out of darkness in to His marvelous 

light” (1 Pet. 2:9). 

2. The Lord’s promise was to raise up a true Servant.  

a. Because of Israel’s national rebellion and covenant breaking, the Lord promised to raise up 

a true Servant to realize the purpose for which He called and chose Abraham. 

b. That Servant is the true Israel of God who is to restore Israel and to bring in the nations 

(Psa. 2:6–9). Thus we have the promise of Isaiah 49:5 and 6. 

“And now the LORD says, he who formed me [Jesus Christ] from the womb to be his serv-

ant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him  . . . he says: ‘It is 

too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring 

back the preserved of Israel [the elect of God; Rom. 11:7]; I will make you as a light for 

the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isa. 49:5, 6). 

III. Spiritual Idolatry 

1. “She glorified herself and lived in luxury . . . since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I 

am no widow, and mourning I shall never see . . . (Rev. 18:7). 

This exemplifies the self-interest of man-centered worship—“I want a god who makes me 

happy and fulfilled”—a desire that is expressed in terms of wealth and luxury. 

2. “The great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with 

jewels, and with pearls!” (Rev. 18:16). 

a. The goal of self-interest is not the glory of God in the realization of His purpose but the 

perversion of God’s mercy and promises in the promotion of self. 

b. The prime example of this mentality is seen in the prosperity gospel of our day.  

3. The certainty of the judgment of God on this perversion of God’s interest 

a. God’s interest is defined in Ephesians 3:8–12. 

“To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities 

in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

God’s purpose is to use His body, the church, to demonstrate by a visible witness to fallen 

spiritual entities in the heavenlies how He has defeated them in Jesus Christ. 

National Israel failed as God planned. The apostate church will fail as God planned. The 

true Israel of God will not fail as God planned.  



b. The defeat of self-interest is to be realized through the church. 

“The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your 

splendors are lost to you, never to be found again! The merchants of these wares, who 

gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning 

aloud” (Rev. 18:14, 15).  

c. The very reason that Jesus came was not for the salvation of individuals or to promote their 

well-being but to defeat the devil (Gen. 3:15). 

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). 

“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 

same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 

is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slav-

ery” (Heb. 2:14).  

Application 

1. We need to realize that we are the frontline soldiers in a spiritual war and not students of 

how to live a happy and fruitful life with God’s help. 

2. The focus of Revelation is “They have conquered him [the devil] by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony” because “they loved not their lives even unto death” 

(12:11; they have no self-interest). 

“Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints” (13:10).  

3. The sad plight of most professing churches today:* 

 In the first century Christianity was a fellowship. 

 In the second century Christianity developed a philosophy. 

 In the fifth century the church became an institution. 

 In the fourteen century Christianity became a culture. 

 In the twentieth century the church has become an enterprise. 

Isn’t an enterprise a business? Isn’t the church a body? When a body becomes a business, 

isn’t that prostitution? 

“Come out of her, my people” (Rev. 18:4). 

*Taken from a Face Book posting that gave no credit. I have modified it slightly to my preference. 


