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Introduction  

1. This message of Paul to the Ephesian elders is a favorite text of mine and a great 
challenge to my ministry. 

2. This is the sole example of Paul’s speaking to believers only. 

3. There are several parallels here to Paul’s letters, particularly his unique vocabulary. 

4. There is an element of self-defense in his words, which points to the continual assault 
on Paul’s person because of his message. 

I. Present Predicament  

1. Problem: to bypass Ephesus 

a. Based on time restraint because he wanted to be in Jerusalem for Pentecost (less than 
30 days away).  

b. However, he did not want to ignore the church with whom he spent the greatest time 
(3 years) and for whom he had a great burden. 

2. Solution: summon the elders to Miletus, a port 30 miles south of Ephesus. 

a. The elders (house-church leaders, plural—Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 5:17, 19), those 
responsible for the spiritual welfare of the church  

b. The church — Gk, ἐκκλησία, “congregation” — the saints assembled with kingdom 
identification for kingdom business  

3. What is church? 

a. We generally think of church in terms of place and event, which accounts for much of 
our attitude and relationship to the church. 

1) Scripture connects church with God’s Kingdom (v. 25)— a people (“congregation”) 
called and assembled as subjects to serve King Jesus.  

2) The mission of the church is the restoration of the image of God in mankind and the 
spreading of the glory of God throughout the whole earth.  

b. Paul encouraged the elders to follow his example and pattern in their conduct before 
the church. 

1) Paul’s example was not intended to point to himself but to Christ. 

2) Paul wanted the believers to follow him but only as he followed Christ (1 Cor. 11:1; 
1 Tim. 1:13). 

3) Elders were to serve Christ as examples to the flock (v. 28).  

II. Paul’s Example  

A. His Character as a Believer (vv. 18-22) 



1. He reminded them of his transparency (v. 18: “You, yourselves know how I lived among 
you”).  

a. Necessary to his credibility as Christ’s preacher  

b. Necessary to his integrity as Christ’s apostle 

c. Necessary to his example as Christ’s pattern 

2. He reminded them of his model of service — a slaving (Gk, δουλεύω) for Christ (vv. 
18b-20).  

a. With humility (not a virtue in Greek culture)  

b. With tears (not a virtue in Western culture) 

c. With trials (not fearing opposition or loss) 

d. With boldness (not striking the sail) 

e. With clarity (not keeping back anything profitable) 

B. His Ministry among Them (v. 21)  

1. The consistency of his message (the gospel)  

a. Repentance towards God, the offended One  

b. Faith (saving faith) in Christ, the One who saves  

2. The fruitfulness of his gospel (understood by the term, faith)  

a. Faith produces obedience to God’s rules.  

b. Faith produces perseverance to holiness of life.  

C. His Conduct among Them (v. 24)  

1. His sacrifice: counting nothing as precious  

2. His ambition: to fulfill Christ’s will for him  

a. A course or mission given to him  

b. His ministry or service to the mission  

3. His personal involvement: testifying (requires personal experience) to the gospel of 
the grace of God 

Application  

The story of Steve Scheibner  

His Life Objective: 

“To see, trust, and glorify God through humble service and continual prayer. To raise up 
qualified disciples as quickly as possible so that I might hear God say, ‘Well done, my 
good and faithful servant.’”  


