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Luke 23:38–43 

38  And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: 

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS  

39  Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the 

Christ, save Yourself and us.”  

40  But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing 

you are under the same condemnation?  

41  And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has 

done nothing wrong.”  

42  Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”  

43  And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”  

 

“The Repentant Thief” 

Luke 23:39-43 

 
INTRO: 
 
 When we come to the cross we think we have considered everything that happened there 
from all possible angles. I don’t expect to suggest anything new to you today. I pray that the 
Lord will allow us to visit this familiar text with freshness and see again the miracle of His grace 
in the heart of the repentant thief. We discover two things here something expected and 
something we do not anticipate. 
 I. The Expected (v. 35-39) 
II. The Unexpected (v. 40) 
 
I. The Expected (v. 35-39) 
 
Luke 23:35–39    “And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them 
sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the 
chosen of God.’ The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour 
wine, and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.’ And an 
inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: 
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS Then one of the criminals who were hanged 
blasphemed Him, saying, ‘If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us’” 

 
A. Many things happened when our Lord Jesus was crucified. Some expected. Some were 
unexpected. As we jump into the scene at Calvary today we will encounter a sight that is 
not unexpected followed by a moment quite shocking. First thing we would expect was the 
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crowd’s response to the broken, bruised, bloodied Lord Jesus Christ hung on a Roman cross 
to die in shame. 

 
1. As John warned us in John 1, the religious leaders and the Romans mocked Him. 
 
2. The words of the title over our Lord’s head enraged them. If He was the King of the 
Jews, if He was the promised Messiah He could not die on a tree cursed by God could 
He? 

 
B. We might also anticipate the thieves crucified with Him would rail on Him. The other two 
synoptic Gospels tell us both thieves began this kind of railing  

Matthew 27:44    “Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with 
the same thing.”  

Listen to what the one thief said,  
Luke 23:39    “Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, 
saying, ‘If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us’”  

This railing was mocking the Lord’s claim to be the Messiah. 
 

II. The Unexpected (v. 40) 
 

A. Wait. I thought there were two voices. There was. But now only one man mocks. 
Something extraordinary happened to the second man. 

vs.40-41    “But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even fear 
God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for 
we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.’” 
 

1. What happened to the second thief? God the Holy Spirit spoke to his heart. He saw 
the same things the others saw, but he saw them in an entirely different light. 
 
2. He understood Jesus was dying charged with crimes He did not commit, while he and 
his co-thief died for crimes they did commit. 
 
3. He also understood Who Jesus really was. When we read this we are not shocked 
because we have heard this story many times before. Yet, this is astounding, 
miraculous. Here was a thief who was probably part of a group trying to establish the 
kingdom of a “would-be” Messiah by force. He knew from his youth that Messiah would 
come and be king. The Messiah would establish the Throne of David and would be king 
forever. Yet suddenly, this thief looks at the broken, bleeding, and dying Jesus and 
recognized that this was the Messiah. How could this happen? Only because God’s grace 
was given to him. 
 

B. Not only did the thief recognize this truth, but because of his faith in Christ he has the 
boldness to make an incredible request. 
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v.41 “Then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me when You come into Your 
kingdom.’”  

Do you see a kingdom here? Do you see a triumphant king coming to claim His rightful 
throne? The thief did not see it the eyes of his flesh. He saw it with the eyes of faith. 

 
C. We expected the mocking and railing from the crowd and the one thief. However, the 

last thing we could have anticipated was the miracle that God did in the heart of the second 

thief. Still, the second unexpected event is even greater. To this request of a future 

deliverance, Jesus gives an immediate promise. 

v.43  “And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 

Paradise.’”  

The thief did not have to wait until the kingdom would come. That very day he would be 

with the Lord Jesus Christ in Paradise. 

 
Why did the Lord have Luke record this here? 
 
First, so we can see the wonder of Grace. Here was a thief who could not do anything for Jesus. 
All he could do was believe - and believe he did. Our problem in looking at the thief is somehow 
we think that we ultimately are better than the thief. But we in our natural state are no more 
appealing to God than he was. We are saved not because there is something good in us, or 
because we can do something for Jesus. We are saved because God loved us and sent His Son 
to save us. The answer to, ”What did He ever see in me?” is nothing. He saved us because of 
Who He is. 
 


