
Fruitfulness comes out of Death

John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour 

is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 24 Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 

ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 

forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; 

and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 

eternal. 26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and 

where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve 

me, him will my Father honour. 

1. Time to die! No doubt that Jesus came to die, not to rule 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is 

come, that the Son of man should be glorified.

a. This is the first time Jesus has spoken this way

b. They may have thought that this meant that He was 

about to overthrow the Romans and return Israel to her 

glory with Him as king
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c. Jesus came to die and they were fools to think anything 

else Luke 24:25-27 Then he said unto them, O fools, and 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these 

things, and to enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at 

Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in 

all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

d. His death was exactly what He had said and the 

Scriptures also Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man 

came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 

give his life a ransom for many. 

e. This is what He said when they celebrated the Supper 

together Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new 

testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 

sins. 

f. Isn’t this what He said when the ointment was applied to 

His feet John 12:7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against 

the day of my burying hath she kept this. 

g. The good Shepherd had already told them that He would 

lay down His life John 10:15-18 As the Father knoweth 

me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not 
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of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear 

my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 

down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man 

taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 

This commandment have I received of my Father.

h. Isn’t that why He rebuked Peter Mark 8:31-33 And he 

began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer 

many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the 

chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. 32 And he spake that saying openly. 

And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33 

But when he had turned about and looked on his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind 

me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of 

God, but the things that be of men. 

i. There are two comings, one to die and the other for 

salvation Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to 

bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him 

shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
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salvation. 

2. Death brings fruit 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a 

corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 

alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

a. Through His death Jesus brought life to many

b. If you protect your life you squelch your 

fruitfulness

c. Our lives are about saving lives, ours and others, life 

boats, CPR, etc

d. Doubtful that the death is comfortable or sought out 

e. If the grain of wheat could talk it would probably not like 

being buried alive and left to die

f. Arland Dean Williams Jr. was a passenger aboard Air 

Florida Flight 90, which crashed on take-off in 

Washington, D.C. on January 13, 1982, killing 78 

people. He was among the six people to initially 

survive the crash. His actions after the crash, handling 

the initial rescue efforts as a first responder, became a 

well-known example of extraordinary heroism, although it 

cost him his life. He did not know any of the other 
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victims personally. In fact, his identity was not even 

known until some time after the bodies were 

recovered.He was about 50 years old, one of half a dozen 

survivors clinging to twisted wreckage bobbing in the icy 

Potomac when the first helicopter arrived. To the copter's 

two-man Park Police crew he seemed the most alert. Life 

vests were dropped, then a flotation ball. The man 

passed them to the others. On two occasions, the crew 

recalled last night, he handed away a life line from the 

hovering machine that could have dragged him to safety. 

The helicopter crew – who rescued five people, the only 

persons who survived from the jetliner – lifted a woman 

to the riverbank, then dragged three more persons across 

the ice to safety. Then the life line saved a woman who 

was trying to swim away from the sinking wreckage, and 

the helicopter pilot, Donald W. Usher, returned to the 

scene, but the man was gone.

g. Nathan Hale, I only regret that I have but one life to give 

for my country

h. Heroes of 9-11

i. We honor people giving their lives in the world yet 

selfishly hold on to ours in the church house
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3. You must lose to live 25 He that loveth his life shall lose 

it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it 

unto life eternal.

a. God’s ways are the opposite of our ways. Leadership 

books won’t teach it this way

i. To go up you must go down

ii. To live you must die

iii. To get you must give

iv. To be whole you must be broken

v. To lead you must serve

vi. To find you must lose

b. The life you must hate is what we may call your ego! It is 

you thinking, planning and charting your future. It is your 

independent will. 

c. The idea of loving your life is that you prefer your 

interests over God’s. 

d. The idea of hating your life is to give preference to 

another. To prefer what Jesus wants over your self.

e. It is the idea of preferring Jesus over your family, your 

possessions, your goals, plans, desires and even your life
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f. Jesus shows us that in the choice between Him and 

money Luke 16:13 No servant can serve two masters: for 

either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 

will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon. 

g. Which gets preference in your life Matthew 10:37-39 He 

that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 

of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me 

is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, 

and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that 

findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for 

my sake shall find it. 

h. Who do you choose as most important Luke 14:26-33  If 

any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 

mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 

yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 27 

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after 

me, cannot be my disciple. 33 So likewise, whosoever he 

be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 

my disciple.

i. You give up yourself and what you want and give yourself 

to what He wants. You sign the bottom part of a blank 
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sheet of paper and allow Him to fill in the details of your 

life. You trust Him and His ways above you and your 

ways!

4. True servants follow Jesus 26 If any man serve me, let 

him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 

servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 

honour. 

a. We follow Jesus when we deny ourselves and take up our 

cross

i. The real issue is your will

ii. Are you willing to do whatever God calls you to do

iii. Are you willing to deal with whatever may come, not 

being respected like you think you deserve, being 

forgotten, giving up free time, giving up money, or 

hobbies, etc.

b. We follow Jesus when serve

i. We serve Jesus by serving others Matthew 25:40 And 

the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 

unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 

least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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ii. We should be looking to do good works Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 

we should walk in them. 

c. We follow Jesus when we live holy lives. 

i. Seek Him

ii. Separate yourself from sin

iii. Remember it is not your life but His

d. We follow Jesus when we are faithful to His Word, what 

He teaches

i. You don’t need anything new

ii. You need to get into His Word and learn what it says 

and apply that to your life

5. Great promises to His servants 26 If any man serve me, 

let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 

servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 

honour. 

a. He promises that we will be where He is

i. He is with us in our most difficult times. He never 

leaves us or forsakes us Hebrews 13:5 Let your 

conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
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with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will 

never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

ii. Don’t listen to or believe the devil’s lies that you are 

alone or that He has left you.

iii. Also we know that we will be where He is John 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also. II Timothy 2:11-13 It is a faithful 

saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live 

with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with 

him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 13 If we 

believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny 

himself. 

b. He promises that the Father will honor us I Samuel 2:30 

Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I said indeed that 

thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk 

before me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be it far from 

me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that 

despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 
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